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India steps up lobbying to see nuclear deal through

WASHINGTON: India is hiring a top public relations and lobbying firm to push through Congress its case for the nuclear cooperation deal signed with the United States during the Manmohan-Bush meeting in July this year.

While the Indian embassy has not revealed the name of the company, that of the firm that is to supplement the contract is Barbour, Griffith and Rogers which India hired recently. Indian ambassador Ronen Sen told India Abroad, “Under my direction, these guys will fulfill” specific goals that they would be set, adding, “we will monitor them.” He explained that the two companies were not to be used to “build bridges and open doors” because, “I don’t want to waste government time and the taxpayer’s money by getting these firms to do things which I can do. The idea is to use them for specific goals, specific objectives.”
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Pakistan-India trade relations: Top leaders engaged in improving bilateral trade: Humayun
ISLAMABAD: Commerce Minister Humayun Akhtar Khan on Monday said that the top leadership of the Pakistan and India was seriously engaged in improving bilateral relations, which would help boost trade ties between the two countries. 

He was addressing an interactive meeting along with Indian Commerce Minister Kamal Nath, organised by the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) at its premises at New Delhi. Pakistan’s High Commissioner to India Aziz Ahmad Khan and Indian Commerce Secretary S N Menon were also present at the podium along with the commerce ministers of the two countries. Others who spoke on the occasion included FICCI President Onkar S Kanwar, Vice President Azhar Saeed Butt and President PHDCCI K N Memani.

According to the message received here on Monday, the Interactive Meeting was attended by India’s top businessmen and industrialists and exporters who accorded warm welcome to the visiting Pakistan’s commerce minister on the occasion.
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Pakistan needs large dams now: WB
* Bank releases assistance strategy for Pakistan’s water sector 
* WB criticised for suggesting increase in Abiana 
* Briscoe proposes independent auditor for IRSA’s water accounts 

ISLAMABAD: The World Bank has said that Pakistan needs to immediately invest in costly, contentious but essential large dams as it is already one of the most water-stressed countries in the world.

Unveiling a WB Country Assistance Strategy (CAS) draft for Pakistan’s water sector on Monday, John Briscoe, the World Bank senior water adviser for South Asia, said the bank would be pleased to help Pakistan if the government decided to build major dams. He stressed the need to improve water management and governance and initiate water reforms.
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International conference on population starts tomorrow

ISLAMABAD: The two-day international summit on population will start in the federal capital tomorrow (Wednesday).

“The summit, to be attended by around 420 delegates including some foreign participants, will focus on a wide range of population issues. It will devise the means to enhance cooperation and interaction between the public and the corporate sector on population related issues,” Chaudhry Shahbaz Hussain, population welfare minister, said while addressing a press conference on Monday. He said the summit was being organised to bring population to the forefront of the development agenda and would be attended by ministers, secretaries and other senior officials of all the relevant ministers especially health, education, women development, finance, planning and development. The privatisation commission and representatives of international and local donors, corporate sectors, international agencies, educational institutions and NGOs will also be present. The international agencies participating in the summit are the World Health Organisation, International Health Organisation Nairobi, Family Health International North Carolina, Asian Development Bank and a dozen others.
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CCE formed for energy sector
ISLAMABAD: The federal government has formed a seven-member Cabinet Committee on Energy (CCE) to prepare a medium and long-term strategy for the sustainable development of the energy sector, according to an announcement available with Daily Times on Monday. 

According to the “Terms of Reference (TOR)” of the CCE, it will prescribe policy pricing of energy products and administration of subsidies being given by the government. The CCE will provide guidelines for the preparation of a medium to long-term strategy for sustainable development of the energy sector. The CCE will formulate policy and facilitation of cross border energy transactions including gas import from neighbouring countries. It will also prescribe policy for the development of indigenous resources, including hydrocarbons, coal, hydel, nuclear and renewable energy for the country. The committee will also prescribe the allocation of energy to different consumer sectors keeping in view the economic, social and other considerations. 
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Senate demands clean drinking water for people

ISLAMABAD: The Senate unanimously passed a resolution on Monday demanding that the federal and provincial governments use all available resources to provide clean drinking water to the public.

The resolution was passed after a motion by Senator Nisar Memon on the government’s policy on safe drinking water and preventing water-borne diseases. “As many as three million people of Pakistan suffer from water-borne diseases and 1.2 million die from these,” Senator Memon told the Upper House. “Safe drinking water is not available to 50 percent of the country belonging to the lower and lower middle class.”

Memon quoted a United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) report, which said that 50 percent of patients admitted to hospitals all over the country suffered from water-borne diseases. He said that the society had become so insensitive to this issue that there were no laws ensuring safe drinking water, and demanded the formation of a senate committee on the issue.
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Federal cabinet meets tomorrow
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz has convened a meeting of the federal cabinet at the Prime Minister’s Secretariat at 10am tomorrow (Wednesday). 

President General Pervez Musharraf’s visit to the US will top the agenda for the federal cabinet’s session, which will also review arrangements for the third phase of local council elections. The cabinet will take up issues like the price hike, National Assembly and Senate proceedings and law and order in the country.
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National water policy under way, says Aziz 
WAPDA to get telemetry system by October
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz has said that a National Water Council will be constituted to implement and supervise the National Water Policy which will consult all the stakeholders to ensure its implementation including all provincial governments.

He was presiding over a high level meeting at the Prime Minister’s House on Monday to determine major contours of National Water Policy, according to a press release.

The premier said that water security is essential to ensure future development of the country and modern techniques should be employed for management of water related issues. The prime minister complimented the ministry of water and power on the new initiative of water policy to resolve conservation and management issues regarding water. The meeting was informed that the telemetry system will be handed over to the WAPDA by September, 30, 2005.
The meeting discussed the social and economic value of water, its supply and demand position, availability and need for an integrated plan, including prioritisations for utilizing water resources.
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Trade deficit widens to $1.55 billion
Exports up by 13%, imports by 44% in July and August

ISLAMABAD: The country’s exports registered a modest improvement by 13 percent while imports went up by 44 percent, widening the trade deficit up to $1.55 billion in just two months of the current fiscal year.

The government has suffered a trade deficit of $ 1.551 billion during the July-August period of current fiscal 2005-06 against the trade deficit of $ 561.347 million during the same period of last fiscal, showing an increase by 176.27 percent, according to trade figures made available to Daily Times on Monday. 

The historic increase in the oil prices during the last fiscal continued in the July-August period of the current fiscal and led to a major increase in the trade deficit during these two months, an official said. 
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WB ready to invest in large dams: 10-fold raise in funding promised
ISLAMABAD, Sept 19: The World Bank has said it will be ready to offer financial support if Pakistan decides to build large dams to avert a looming water crisis. “Pakistan has to invest, and invest soon, in costly and contentious new large dams,” John Briscoe, the bank’s senior water adviser for South Asia, said.

“If and when the government of Pakistan decides to build major new dams and asks for funds, the World Bank will be pleased to consider extending help,” he said at the launch of “Pakistan’s water economy running dry” report on Monday.

The report prepared in consultation with various ministries and termed as a “near final draft” promised to increase funding to Pakistan by about 10 times to $1 billion over a period of five years compared with the last decade.
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Stand on N-energy issue reiterated
ISLAMABAD, Sept 19: In a pointed message to the United States and other Western countries, Pakistan said on Monday that any discriminatory treatment on the question of civilian nuclear technology would not be acceptable to it.

“We would like the United States and the Western countries to provide the same kind of treatment to Pakistan as they are giving to India and we would not like to accept any discriminatory treatment in this regard,” Foreign Office spokesman Naeem Khan told a news briefing.

Asserting that Pakistan was a responsible nuclear state, the spokesman said: “We expect the Western countries, especially the United States, will respond to our expanding requirements in the energy sector and will cooperate with Pakistan because all our nuclear facilities are under IAEA safeguards.”
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Proposal for 5-day week rejected
ISLAMABAD, Sept 19: The federal government on Monday rejected a proposal for a five-day working week and decided to continue with the existing practice of the six-day work.

A meeting, presided over by Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz, took this decision and noted that the proposed five-day week would not contribute to any substantial conservation of energy.

The meeting, however, decided to convert public transport to compressed natural gas and offered incentives for the import of CNG and LPG kits to reduce dependence on high cost diesel and other petroleum products.

Last week, the ministry of petroleum and natural resources and the Central Board of Revenue were asked to examine if the five-day week would have economic benefit in terms of energy saving and overall work output.
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WB mission begins tax review from today
ISLAMABAD, Sept 19: A 14-member World Bank Mission would start on Tuesday an extensive review of the key areas of Pakistan Tax Administration Reform Project (TARP) to identify weaknesses and gaps in the reform process of the taxation system.

A senior official told Dawn on Monday that the World Bank team to be led by Senior Financial Sector Specialist Mudassir Khan would hold meetings with senior tax officials in Islamabad, Lahore and Karachi to review the progress of the existing reform initiatives and those to be started in near future.

The team during it 10-day stay in Pakistan would review progress with implementation of anti-corruption strategy and the measures taken by the CBR to streamline the human resource base through training, adoption of professional code of conduct and ethics as well as implementation of revised and planned incentive structure.

The team would assess effectiveness towards implementation of reforms with addition to functional, administrative and financial autonomy granted to the CBR and would include organizational structure and accountability.
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 ‘It’s not the size of the debt but the ability to pay that matters’
KARACHI: Pakistan’s external debt and liabilities, which were over 66 per cent of the GDP in 1998-99, have come down to 32.5 per cent in 2004-05 and are expected to decline further by the end of current financial year.

"External debt and liabilities which were 28 times of foreign exchange reserves in 1998-99 have come down to 2.7 times in 2004-05," Adviser to Finance Ministry Dr Ashfaque Hasan Khan, the economic adviser of the government and Director General Debt Management Cell said in an interview.

Dr Ashfaque Khan expressed the hope that debt would further come down by the end of this year. He was of the firm opinion that it is not the size of the external debt that matters but the ability to pay that is more important.

More…
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SAP a powerful IT solution: Yahya
KARACHI: The present government is offering big incentives to the investors in information technology and the IT companies have a great future in Pakistan, said the Secretary Information Technology, Government of Sindh, Yahya Waliullah at SAP SummIT 2005 at a local hotel on Monday.
Speaking as the chief guest, the Secretary IT said that the government has offered assistance to the companies that are bringing in latest technologies.
While appreciating the organisers for selecting Pakistan as venue for holding the annual SAP SummIT, Yhaya termed SAP as a powerful IT solution that has all the modules required to run a business efficiently and in a transparent manner.
He further said that SAP has been very successful in the complex organisation like the offices of Auditor General of Pakistan where it has been successfully implemented.
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PIA, Avis enter FlyDrive deal
KARACHI: Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) on Monday announced that it has signed a key partnership with Avis a global car rental company.

As per the FlyDrive agreement, all PIA passengers will be benefiting from special discount rates when renting an Avis car in all countries where Avis operates, a P IA press release said.

"Members of the airline’s AwardsPlus programme, will in addition be enjoying added benefits and to obtain the agreed discounts, PIA passengers will simply show their boarding pass to the Avis rental agent on collection of their vehicle," added the statement.

"We are delighted to have Avis on board," said Farooq Shah, Deputy Managing Director PIA, adding that, "This partnership with one of the world’s leading car rental companies gives Pakistan Internationals’ passengers a valuable new offering which we expect to be very popular amongst our customers."
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NA Opp walks out over 'harassment'

ISLAMABAD - The opposition parties on Monday staged a joint walkout from National Assembly to protest against what they claimed the official machinery’s undue support to the government-backed candidates in third phase of local bodies elections.

They also charged that the government machinery was harassing opposition candidates and “The Election Commission of Pakistan seems helpless in implementing the election code of conduct.”

National Assembly Speaker adjourned the proceedings till Tuesday (today) morning after the opposition parties went out of the House while protesting over government’s negative tactics in the LG polls, particularly in Sindh and Punjab.
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Musharraf's US trip a success despite some problems
NEW YORK: -- President Pervez Musharraf's ground-breaking session with a leading Jewish group overshowed some controversies during his US visit, which on balance has been a success.

Analysts agreed with the president that his first inter-action with the influential Jewish community was the "high point" of his trip. With the main part of his visit in New York over, the president is now visiting the US Central Command Headquarters in Tampa, Florida.

Most commentators were of the view that Pakistan stood to make substantial direct and indirect gains from Musharraf's decision to start a dialogue with the Jewish community and to ease its ties with Israel. But some of them cautioned against the speed with which Pakistan was moving vis-a-vis Israel, given the Jewish state's deplorable record of oppressing the Palestinian people that has drawn harsh international condemnation of Tel Aviv's policies, especially at the United Nations. At the same time, they do find some comfort from Musharraf's assurances that Pakistan would move "carefully" in taking the next important step -- recognition of Israel. 
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PIAF Founders Alliance for betterment of businessmen
LAHORE - The PIAF Founders Alliance would strive for the betterment of the business community and economic prosperity of the country. 

This was stated by the candidates of the alliance at The Nation/Nawai Waqt Forum here Monday. Those who spoke on the occasion included candidates; Shafqat Saeed Piracha, Abuzar Shad and Khamis Saeed Butt. Senior Alliance leaders Mohammad Ali Mian and Mubashar Sheikh also attended the meeting. 

Speaking on the occasion about the alliance’s vision of LCCI, Shafqat Saeed Piracha said that the opposition was the off shot of a bigger group and was now losing its credibility. 
Instead of going to voters it was approaching the DTO and that was an undemocratic attitude, he noted. Abuzar Shad speaking on the occasion said that they have approached the voters from day one. He said that was the reason, people were joining LCCI membership in large numbers. Responding to a question about the allegation of fake votes, he said everyone was free to log on to the LCCI website and see the facts for himself. 
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Major dam immediately needed in Pakistan: WB
ISLAMABAD - Pakistan will be in vulnerable situation if it does not construct major water reservoirs in next 20 years, says World Bank Senior Advisor on Water Resources John Briscoe.


“Every development project and major dam is controversial for some people as it is not possible to get consent of 100 per cent population. 


“The WB is even willing to finance those controversial water projects, which the government will forward to the Bank through its priority list.”


The Bank’s Senior Advisor for South Asia region, John Briscoe, said this while talking to reporters after launching a draft report on Country Assistance Strategy (CAS) on water here on Monday.
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