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Musharraf-Singh meeting was successful: envoy
ISLAMABAD: General (r) Jehangir Karamat, Pakistan’s ambassador to the United States, has called a recent meeting between President General Pervez Musharraf and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh successful. 

In an interview to BBC, he said, “The meeting between President Musharraf and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh was successful...the two leaders reviewed the dialogue process and measures to make 
it successful.” 

The two leaders reviewed the situation in Kashmir, the envoy said, adding that the foreign ministers of the two countries would meet in October.
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Pakistan to get $1.5b every year: WB official
NEW YORK: The World Bank (WB) will give Pakistan $1.5 billion annually to develop its social sector and improve infrastructure, said WB Operations Director Ziyad Ahmed on Saturday. 

“The WB is satisfied with Pakistan’s performance and it will continue assisting the country in various sectors,” said Ahmed, emphasising the need for proper training of Pakistani manpower, which he said was the best in the world. 

He confirmed the Pakistan government’s claim that the country’s gross domestic product had risen by 8.4 percent and said that this growth rate should be maintained and its results transferred to the grassroots to alleviate poverty. 

Ahmed said that 30 percent of Pakistanis were living below the poverty line. “The Pakistan government will have to pay special attention to alleviating poverty,” he added.
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USAID invests $65m in education, skills training
KARACHI: The USAID Mission Director Lisa Chiles on Saturday emphasised the need of skills training for the industrial workers in Pakistan.

Addressing a certificate and employment letter distribution ceremony at the Sun Development Foundation (SDF), Lisa said that USAID would provide over $1.5 billion to Pakistan under USAID Programme in the next five years.

She informed that USAID is investing about $65 million annually in primary, secondary and higher education and vocational skills training, of which a significant part has gone to SDF.

Lisa Chiles emphasised on the importance of skilled and literate workers for ensuring that Pakistan remains competitive in the international market.

More…
http://www.brecorder.com/index.php?id=327166&currPageNo=1&query=&search=&term=&supDate= 
BUSINESS RECORDER 
September 18, 2005
By Arif Rana


Six-man team to attend World Bank and IMF annual meetings
ISLAMABAD (September 18 2005): A six-member official delegation is leaving for Washington on Tuesday to attend World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF) annual meetings 2005, scheduled for September 21 to 28.

The delegation will include Advisor to Prime Minister on Finance and Revenue, Dr Salman Shah, Advisor to Finance Ministry, Dr Ashfaque Hassan Khan, State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Governor Dr Ishrat Hussain. Secretary, Finance, Secretary, Economic Affairs Division (EAD) and Special Secretary Finance.

Dr Salman, who has gone to Barbados to attend the Commonwealth Finance Ministers conference, will join the delegation in Washington on September 21.

Dr Ashfaque told Business Recorder on Saturday that the delegation would apprise the WB and IMF about Pakistan's economic achievements during 2004-05, and economic strategy for the future to sustain its high growth of over 8 percent.
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Text of President Musharraf address to American Jewish Congress
NEW YORK Sept 18 (APP): Following is the text of President General Pervez Musharraf's address to the American Jewish Congress here on Saturday:

 

     "Honourable Mr. Jack Rosen,

     Excellencies,

     Distinguished guests,

 

     Let me start by expressing my personal and my nation's grief and condolences over the devastation, loss of lives and human suffering caused by Hurricane Katrina in the south eastern states specially New Orleans.  
2.   I thank Mr. Jack Rosen for inviting this distinguished gathering under the auspices of the American Jewish congress. This is a unique occasion. It signifies an endeavour for mutual understanding in a time of uncertainty and fear. The unfortunate  events of recent history have created division and tension between the followers of the three great monotheistic faiths-Islam, Christianity and Judaism. Your invitation card described this event as a historic occasion. For a leader of Pakistan, it is indeed so, and I feel privileged to be speaking to so many members of what is probably the most distinguished and influential community in the United States. I also deeply appreciate that in arranging this event, the American Jewish Congress has invited members of other prominent organizations and associations representing the spectrum of American society.

 
3.   I always speak my mind candidly. And I always do so with total sincerity. This is what I will do this evening.There is no  longer any time for ambivalence or leisurely diplomacy.  
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