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Public-private partnerships: US will continue assisting Pakistan
KARACHI: Ryan C Crocker, US ambassador to Pakistan, on Friday pledged to continue assisting Pakistan in developing public-private partnerships as an essential component of an overall $1.5 billion assistance package for the country. 

This amount is to be spent in five years whereas the total assistance for other than gem and jewellery, marble and granite and dairy development industries is double this amount, Crocker said at a press conference with officials from the Small and Medium Enterprise Development Authority (SMEDA) and non-government organisations (NGOs). 

Crocker said the assistance was mainly for education, health, economic development and governance including reforms in the national and provincial assemblies. He said that political parties would be trained to organise themselves at the grass-root level. 
More…
http://www.pakistanlink.com/Headlines/Sep05/17/02.htm 
PAKISTAN LINK
September 17, 2005

US assures continued assistance to Pakistan

KARACHI, Sept 17 : US Ambassador Ryan C Crocker has pledged continued US assistance to build on and expand the highly successful public-private partnerships as an essential component of its overall $1.5 billion assistance package to Pakistan.

This amount is to be spent in five years whereas the total assistance for other than gem and jewellery; marble and granite; dairy development, is double of this amount, he said in a joint press conference here with SMEDA’s Sultan Tiwana and NGOs working for these industries.

Later talking to newsmen, Crocker said the assistance is mainly for education, health including mother child health, economic development, governance that includes reforms in provincial and national assemblies.

He said through seminars and workshops, training and education would also be imparted to political parties to organise themselves at grassroot level.
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First exhibition of telecom equipment makers
KARACHI: Engineering Develop-ment Board (EDB) in collaboration with Pakistan Telecom Manufacturers Associa-tion (PTMA) is holding first-ever exhibition of local telecom equipment manufacturers.

“The Telecom Engineering 2005, an exhibition of telecom equipment manufacturers being held in Islamabad on September 26 and 27, will focus on supporting the expansion of the local telecommunication industry,” said a statement issued on Friday. “With the rapid growth of the telecommunication industry there was a need in the market to showcase a large and powerful exhibition that would bring together all the major players on one platform,” said the statement quoting Mohammad Shamim, chairman PTMA as saying. He said the exhibition would bring the local telecom manufacturers closer to service providers and help such companies in developing business opportunities.

More…
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_17-9-2005_pg7_1 
DAILY TIMES 
September 17, 2005 
By Khalid Hasan

Musharraf’s address to Columbia University: Kashmir, Palestine ripe for solution

NEW YORK: President Pervez Musharraf told a meeting at Columbia University here on Friday that Kashmir and Palestine were “ripe for solution” but it would require boldness, sincerity and flexibility on the part of the leadership.

Addressing a largely attended meeting, the majority being students, the president spoke for about an hour and then engaged in a lively question-answer session. All the questions came from students.

The Pakistani leader was introduced to the audience by Columbia University president Lee C Bollinger, who called him a “figure of central and global importance.”

The president provided his audience with a detailed briefing on how he had brought about Pakistan’s economic recovery, interspersing his review with extensive statistics that he appeared to quote without consulting his written text. He said that on his arrival at the scene, he had found the country on the verge of economic collapse and of being declared a failed state. Today, Pakistan had turned the corner and was moving ahead rapidly.
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No trade with Israel for now: PM
* Expresses satisfaction with India-Pakistan dialogue

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on Friday ruled out the possibility of bilateral trade with Israel at present, but declared that Pakistan-Israel interaction would benefit the people of Palestine.

Talking to journalists in his Parliament House chambers, he said it was premature to talk about creating trade links with Israel - not yet recognised by Pakistan. Israel recently waived restrictions on import of Pakistani products after foreign ministers of the two countries met in Turkey. Aziz said Pakistan’s stance on Israel’s recognition was identical to that of the Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC). Recognition, he said, would only be possible with the establishment of a free Palestinian state.

Aziz denied apprehensions that the pace of the India-Pakistan dialogue was slow. On President Pervez Musharraf’s meeting with Indian Premier Manmohan Singh in New York, he said such meetings provided the two sides with an opportunity to share ideas, understand each other’s stance and bring them closer. Aziz said he might also meet the Indian premier on the sidelines of the upcoming Shanghai Conference.
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USAID fund to promote 3 industries
KARACHI, Sept 16: The USAID has launched the Pakistan Initiative for Strategic Development and Competitiveness Fund that has generated a set of recommendations for promoting dairy, marble and granite and gems and jewellery.

Under this project, strategic working groups (SWOGs) of each of the three targeted industries -— dairy, marble and granite and gems and jewellery — have been formed.

The leaders of three SWOGs on Friday held a brainstorming session with a Smeda official in the presence of US envoy to Pakistan Ryan C. Crocker, US Consul General in Karachi Mary Witt, USAID Director Lisa Chiles and the media.

Mr Crocker in his remarks said that a financial package of $1.5 billion was being offered for the next five years to Pakistan.
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US assures continued assistance
KARACHI: US Ambassador Ryan C Crocker on Friday pledged continued US assistance to build on and expand the highly successful public-private partnerships as an essential component of its overall $1.5 billion assistance package to Pakistan.
This amount is to be spent in five years whereas the total assistance for other than gem and jewellery; marble and granite; dairy development, is double of this amount, he said in a joint press conference here with SMEDA’s Sultan Tiwana and NGOs working for these industries.
Later talking to newsmen, Crocker said the assistance is mainly for education, health including mother child health, economic development, governance that includes reforms in provincial and national assemblies.
He said through seminars and workshops, training and education would also be imparted to political parties to organise themselves at grassroot level.
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