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US forces will stay ‘as long as it takes’: Crocke
LAHORE: American forces working in relief operations in the earthquake-hit areas of northern Pakistan will stay as long as it takes to complete rehabilitation work, said United States Ambassador to Pakistan Ryan C Crocker. He said more military relief flights to the region were on their way. 

The ambassador was speaking to reporters after a certificate distribution ceremony organised by the New Light AIDS Control Awareness Society. He dismissed suggestions that US aid could have been more swift and substantial. “We had eight military helicopters with supplies operating on ground within two days of the earthquake. We have over 20 helicopters working here now, with more coming in,” said he, adding that the US was setting up field hospitals and bringing engineers and other relief personnel. Asked if the US government had set a timeframe for the return of its forces, he said forces would leave when they were no longer needed, “and not a day before”.
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Donors pledge $580m for relief
* IDB announces $250 million contribution 
* Annan says quake shows need for global fund
GENEVA: International donors on Wednesday promised an additional $580 million in assistance following the earthquake in Pakistan, sowing confusion among UN officials who wanted something firmer.

“We have received new pledges of $580 million dollars,” UN emergency relief coordinator Jan Egeland told journalists.

Some of the major new donations were announced by the US, with an extra $50 million, and India, which said it was setting up a special 25-million-dollar fund for Pakistan, UN spokeswoman Elisabeth Byrs said.

The EU also announced an additional 50 million euros for Pakistan in the meeting that had been outlined earlier in Brussels. China was ready to give $500,000 next week for tents, blankets and heating equipment.
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Pakistan quake toll could double without swift help
MUZAFFARABAD: More people could die of hunger, cold and injuries after Pakistan’s earthquake than during it unless rich countries meeting in Geneva on Wednesday come up with more money fast, a top UN aid official said.

“What we need from donors is that the time between pledge and disbursement should be one hour,” UN chief aid coordinator Rashid Khalikov said.

“This disaster may have the number of people who died after the disaster bigger than those killed by the earthquake,” Khalikov said outside his tent office in Muzaffarabad.

Underscoring the physical difficulties, bad weather in the mountains grounded the vital helicopter fleet at the main airbase near Islamabad on Wednesday and made life for people living in the rubble of their villages even more miserable.
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 ‘People want joint Pakistan-India relief operations’
* Finland announces 4.9m euro aid for relief victims
* PMA sets up field hospital in Mansehra with 105 doctors
LAHORE: Various government and non-government organisations on Wednesday continued relief supplies to October 8 earthquake survivors in Azad Kashmir, Northern Areas and NWFP, with stress on the need for joint Pakistan-India relief operations. 

Joint relief operations: “Almost two thirds of people want that Pakistan and India should cooperate in the rehabilitation of earthquake survivors,” says an opinion poll conducted by the South Asian Media Net, a subsidiary of South Asian Free Media Association. Around 68.94 percent of the 1,687 people who voted in the news website poll favoured a joint Pakistan-India relief operation, while 31.06 percent of people opposed any such move.
Finland relief package: Finland will give 4.9 million euros for relief activity in Pakistan, a statement by the Finnish Embassy said. Of this sum,, 1 million euros have been allocated for the Red Cross field hospital in Muzaffarabad.
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Thousands may die in harsh winter: IFRC
ISLAMABAD: The International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) and Red Crescent societies on Wednesday appealed to the international community for urgent aid and funds for earthquake-ravaged areas of Pakistan. The IFCR warned that thousands of survivors might die due to harsh winter conditions if urgent assistance was not provided. 

While addressing a press conference, Juan Manuel Suarez Del Toro Rivero, president of the International Federation of the Red Cross societies, appealed for $117 million to support the ongoing relief operation of the Pakistan Red Crescent society in the quake-hit areas.

“Such major humanitarian disasters require urgent funds for the relief programme to be sustainable in the long run,” said Del Toro. “Winterised tents are of the highest priority. Without them many vulnerable people may die this winter,” he said, adding that other critical items that are needed include blankets, mattresses, stoves and hygiene items.
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Pak-American doctors to set up permanent hospitals
ISLAMABAD: North American doctors of Pakistani-origin will bring two helicopters and six ambulances to actively take part in treatment and the evacuation of seriously injured people in far-flung areas hit by the October 8 earthquake.

Addressing a press conference, three doctors from North America said they would set up permanent hospitals in Muzaffarabad and Rawalpindi to provide medical facilities to the affected people. “We will provide all the resources for these hospitals for the next 10 years,” Dr Inaam Hussain, who is leading the team of doctors from North America, pledged. Dr Hussain said that so far 40 physicians have reached Pakistan while several would follow soon. He demanded the government provide helicopters to them so that they could reach people in far-flung areas. He said he had also brought medicines worth $1.2 million but those were yet to be released by the PIA cargo. “At the time of booking in America by the PIA staff, we were assured that the consignment will be released but so far it has not been done,” he said. staff report
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FRC appeals for equipment
ISLAMABAD: The Federal Relief Commission has appealed to philanthropists to donate medical equipment for the treatment of quake-affected victims.

The articles urgently required are reconstruction plates, interlocking nails, DCP Plates, DHS plates, ext fixators, AO fixators, five Steinman pins, recon nails, screws, plates and k-wiring.

Donors can contact Maj Gen Abdul Qadir on 0300-9555660, or Lt Col Ilyas on 0333-5639623. app
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CBR chief asks officials to broaden tax base
ISLAMABAD: The chairman of the Central Board of Revenue, Abdullah Yusuf, has called upon the tax officials to make dedicated efforts to broaden the tax base and play their due role in enhancing the tax-to-GDP ratio, which at present is not at the desired level.

He was speaking at the Quarterly Conference of Commissioners of Income Tax (Appeals) here on Wednesday. He said the above objective could be achieved by efficient use of technology and by giving respect and confidence to the taxpayers. 

He was confident that the taxpayers would respond positively if they were handled properly. He said now most departments were equipped with reliable data required by the CBR. This data could be utilized to confront the potential taxpayers and bring them into the tax net. 

“Manual efforts cannot work any more. All we need is to make efforts through technology. It will surely make a difference and we will achieve the desired results,” he remarked.
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ICCI to participate in Indo-Pak Expo
ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) will participate in the Indo-Pak International Expo 2005, which is to be held in the Indian city of Amritsar from Dec 1 to 4, said Abdul Rauf, the ICCI President. 

According to a press statement, he said this while talking t R S Sachdeva, Co-Chairman of the Punjab Committee of the Punjab Haryana, Delhi Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

Pakistan and India were focusing on confidence-building measures and to remove irritants that had resulted in the improvement of bilateral relations, said Mr Rauf. He said the peoples of this region would get benefit from improved diplomatic, economic and trade relations between the two countries.
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CBR notifies new procedure on dumpers


ISLAMABAD. In order to streamline the procedure of clearance of dumpers for off-highway use at the import stage and to check the abuse of the facility granted to the construction industry in the form of impotability in second-hand condition and lower rate of duties and taxes, the Central Board of Revenue (CBR) has prescribed a procedure.

The CBR issued Customs General Order (CGO) 18 of 2005 on Wednesday to notify the new procedure. Para 6 of the Import Policy Order (IPO) allows import of second-hand dump trucks above five-ton capacity to the construction sector, actually required for its projects in Pakistan. 

The collectorates before allowing clearance under this provision of the IPO would determine the actual requirement of construction company for its ongoing projects on the following parameters: The company is registered as a construction company with the Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC) and the import is actually made by the construction company itself.
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EPB wants ban on export of tents relaxed


KARACHI: The Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) has suggested to the government to relax the ban on the export of tents and allow the local exporters to make deal only with international relief agencies.

A top official in the EPB said the bureau had sent a proposal to the commerce ministry and suggested a mechanism to make tent supplies smooth without hurting the export target for the current fiscal. “We have asked the ministry to allow manufactures to meet export orders placed by the international relief and donor agencies, which they would send back to Pakistan as donation for quake affectees,” Tariq Ikram, the EPB Chairman told the Daily Times on Wednesday.

“We have suggested that there should be a mechanism under which the manufacturers would co-ordinate with the textile ministry so the tent export orders only from international donor and relief agencies could be met
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F-16s deal is on, says FO
ISLAMABAD, Oct 26: Pakistan’s Foreign Office said on Wednesday that the procurement of F-16 fighter jets from the US was not an immediate issue for the country but made it clear that the deal was still on.

Foreign Office Spokesperson Tasnim Aslam when contacted by Dawn on Wednesday night indicated that procurement of F-16s was not a priority issue for Pakistan in the wake of the Oct 8 earthquake. “This is not an immediate issue for us. We will take a decision at an appropriate time, taking into account all the factors,” she said.

The spokesperson did not rule out the possibility of a delay in the delivery of F-16s but said no decision in this regard had been taken so far.

When asked if anything had been formally conveyed to the US government on this matter she said so far nothing had been communicated to Washington.
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$470m WB relief package
WASHINGTON, Oct 26: The World Bank has announced a $470 million aid package to help Pakistan rebuild from the destruction wrought by the earthquake. “The scale of this disaster is really unimaginable, and the problems that survivors are facing in worsening weather conditions are frightening,” World Bank president Paul Wolfowitz said on Tuesday.

The Oct 8 earthquake has left an estimated 3.3 million homeless.

In Islamabad, Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz welcomed the World Bank’s contribution. “The speed and scale of this commitment is exactly what Pakistan needs right now,” he said. “We do welcome this from the international community because it is this sort of support that is going to make all the difference.”

Announcing the approval of the grant at a signing ceremony in Washington, Mr Wolfowitz said the World Bank would continue to extend all the assistance 
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Pakistan to introduce resolution in UN on quake disaster

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 26: Thanking the international community for support and solidarity, Pakistan told the General Assembly that it will soon table a draft resolution on the recent earthquake that wrought havoc in northern parts of the country.

Responding to a statement of sympathy and support read out by the 191-member Assembly President Jan Eliasson at the start of a meeting late on Tuesday, Pakistan’s UN Ambassador Munir Akram said consultations have already been held with Secretary-General Kofi Annan and other concerned about the language of the resolution.

An early adoption of the resolution by the General Assembly would be a manifestation by the international community’s support and solidarity for the people of Pakistan, Mr Akram said.

“Undoubtedly, the disaster is unprecedented in its scale and devastation, he said, citing grim facts and figures of the devastation left behind by the Oct 8 earthquake.
More…
http://www.dawn.com/2005/10/27/nat1.htm 
DAWN 
October 27, 2005 

NWFP needs Rs40bn for reconstruction, says Durrani
ABBOTTABAD, Oct 26: NWFP Chief Minister Akram Khan Durrani said on Wednesday his government would need Rs40 billion to reconstruct half a million houses for the affected people, while it would need another Rs17 billion to rebuild administrative infrastructure in the earthquake affected areas.

“This is beyond the means of the federal or provincial governments and we all will have to join hands to solve these problems”, an official statement quoted the chief minister as telling the provincial cabinet.

The cabinet, which met under Chief Minister Akram Khan Durrani here was also told that negotiations were on with four companies from the United States, China, Germany and Pakistan to rebuild houses.

Compensation to the heirs of the dead and those wounded alone would cost an additional Rs4.4 billion, he said.
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No serious impact of quake on economy: WB
ISLAMABAD, Oct 26: The World Bank does not see any serious impact of Oct 8 earthquake on Pakistan’s economy and has advised the government not to divert development budget to rehabilitation and reconstruction projects.

“It would be a mistake to divert development budget for relief and reconstruction activities as we do not see any serious impact of earthquake on economy,” World Bank’s country director John W. Wall told a news conference on Wednesday.

“The government should avoid reallocating resources and let the donor community play its due role in this behalf,” he suggested.

He said Pakistan’s growth projections would remain unchanged as there was no loss to agriculture and industry which was mostly located in Punjab and Sindh. In reply to a question, he said the IDA funding of the World Bank was a soft loan and added that the WB was already extending financial assistance on marginal interest rate.
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World community donates generously
ISLAMABAD, Oct 26: Pursuant to Government of Japan’s decision to extend $12 million as bilateral emergency assistance for the relief of the earthquake-stricken people, the 1st consignment of 5,000 water tanks arrived at the Islamabad airport on Wednesday, said a press release of the Japanese embassy.

The relief goods as part of the $12 million package included tents, blankets, plastic sheets, mattresses, large water storage tanks, medical supplies, emergency food stuff and construction machinery such as bulldozers and excavators.

The government of Japan would continually ensure smooth and instantaneous transportation of these relief goods.

Government of Japan, on October 11, dispatched assistance worth 25 million yen (approx $238,000) consisting of tents, blankets, water purifiers.
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Fuel consumption: each chopper costs up to Rs90,000 per hour
ISLAMABAD, Oct 26: The government is bearing a high cost of fuel ranging from Rs50,000 to Rs90,000 per hour for different helicopters engaged in the earthquake relief operation, Inter- Services Public Relations ISPR) Director-General Maj-Gen Shaukat Sultan told Dawn.

“If a helicopter flies for one whole day it consumes fuel of about $6,000 (Rs360,000) to $10,000 (Rs600,000) depending on the size and other specifications of the aircraft.”

There are almost 90 helicopters engaged in relief operations and each one is flying over eight hours a day, he said. Helicopters flying relief or rescue missions are consuming 600 litres to 800 litres of fuel in one hour, which means 6,400 litres for eight hours of flight. On average, the 90 helicopters are consuming 5,582,400 litres of fuel in a single day.

The government has also borne the high costs of refuelling all the fixed-winged aircraft which have brought in relief goods, the military spokesman said.
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Sale of PTCL to be completed by 28th
KARACHI, Oct 26: The elusive takeover of Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited (PTCL) by Etisalat would be completed by the deadline of Oct 28 (Friday), Ashfaque H. Khan, economic adviser to the government and director-general of Pakistan’s debt office, told Khaleej Times, a Dubai-based newspaper, on Monday.

The paper reported Mr Khan as saying that issues delaying the telecom deal would be settled within the deadline as “things were moving in the right direction”.

Etisalat (Emirates Telecommunication Corporation) of the UAE had seen off rival bids with its $2.598 billion offer for a 26 per cent stake in PTCL along with management control in an auction held on June 18 this year. Etisalat has already paid 10 per cent ($250 million) of the total bid money and it has to deposit the remaining 90 per cent amount ($2.25 billion) by Friday to complete the transaction.
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India pushing for free trade pacts by 2006
NEW DELHI, Oct 26: Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has urged his officials to tie up all ends to ensure that free trade pacts with Asian neighbours and Middle East countries are in place by 2006, a government official said on Wednesday.

Asia’s third-largest economy is seeking more regional influence taking advantage of its rapid economic growth in recent years, analysts said.

“Our aim is that we have free trade agreements with our neighbours by 2006 ... spreading from the Straits of Malacca to the Persian Gulf,” Sanjaya Baru, spokesman for the prime minister, told reporters.

Mr Singh has also asked the commerce ministry to fine tune details so that implementation of the South Asian Free Trade Area (Safta) is on track and a regional summit next month could 
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Banks see low interest rates
KARACHI, Oct 26: Banks on Wednesday invested huge money in 12-month treasury bills in anticipation of a reduction in interest rates in near future.

The State Bank, which held an auction of treasury bills for all three maturities and set a small target of Rs5 billion, went far beyond its target as it found offered rates attractive and within its target.

However, these huge investments by the banks at this stage when the money market looks short of liquidity reflected their approach towards interest rates.

Analysts said the banks invested Rs13.425 billion in T-bills of 12-month maturity, with a hope that the interest rates would decline in future. The cut-off yield for the 12-month paper was 8.79 per cent. The State Bank picked up Rs4.81 billion for three-month and Rs240 million for six-month T-bills at a cut-off yield of 8.1 per cent and 8.13 per cent per annum, respectively. The cut-off yields on all three maturities remained unchanged
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Pakistan will welcome Indian relief supplies: FO
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan says that it would welcome medical relief supplies from India at the Line of Control (LoC) for the earthquake victims who desperately need them.

The Foreign Office spokeswoman was responding to a statement by India’s Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in which he said New Delhi was not to blame for delay in establishing relief camps along the LoC for the benefit of quake-affected people of Azad Kashmir.
"The delay is not on our side," he told reporters after the swearing-in of Wajahat Habibullah as Chief Information Commissioner under the new Right to Information Act at the Rashtrapati Bhavan.
India on Saturday last proposed setting up of relief camps for quake-hit victims of Azad Kashmir at three places — Teetwal, Kaman and Chakan da Bagh — along the LoC if Pakistan agreed.
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Six more US Chinook helicopters arrive
ISLAMABAD: Relief operations continued in full swing on Wednesday in quake-hit areas of the NWFP and Azad Kashmir.
Necessary measures are being taken for rehabilitation and reconstruction of the quake-devastated areas, a TV channel reported.
Six more US Chinook helicopters have arrived to join the relief operations, while 1,000 additional American troops would help in the rescue and rehabilitation work.

More than 560 rescue personnel, including doctors, paramedics, helicopter crew, engineers and other relief officials would join the relief work within the next few days.

The Azad Jammu and Kashmir Council Secretariat has dispatched 500 more tents to Azad Kashmir for distribution among the people.
The Balochistan government has so far donated more than Rs 45 million in cash besides relief goods worth millions of rupees.
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Army set up reporting centres in quake-hit areas
52 free public call offices established at various places
PESHAWAR: Pakistan Army has set up three main reporting and information centres for the security and effective execution of relief, rescue and rehabilitation operations in the quake-hit areas of NWFP.

The centres set up at Havelian, Mansehra and Garhi Habibullah are being jointly manned by military and civil police whereas personnel of army intelligence agencies have also been deployed to keep close watch on anti-social elements. Several other check posts have also been set up at entry points leading to towns and tent villages to curb possible trafficking of children and incidents of thefts from demolished houses, says ISPR press release.

To ensure provision of better facilities and efficient services, the number of tent villages was reduced from 39 to 31. The action was taken on the directives of Corps Commander Lt Gen Muhammad Hamid Khan.
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NA body okays Telecom Re-organisation Act
Technology has approved the Pakistan Telecommunication (Re-organisation) Act, 1996 to keep consistency in the policies and make their proper implementation.

A committee meeting held here on Wednesday decided that the existing powers of the Federal Government to issue policy directives and make rules under this Act have also been redefined clearly to remove any ambiguity.

A detailed study of the Act as proposed for amendment reveals that some amendments in the Act relating to PTCL and licence conditions have also been introduced to facilitate the privatisation process of PTCL.
The need for amending the act was felt to provide a legal cover to change in the telecom sector introduced through the Telecom Deregulation Policy and Mobile Cellular Policy.
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Moot on e-governance in December
KARACHI: An international conference on E-Governance will be held in Pakistan for the first time from December 9 to 11.

According to a statement, a World Bank delegation will take part in the 3rd International Conference on E-Governance. Lahore University of Management Sciences will host the 3-day event.

This is the first time that Pakistan is hosting this prestigious event, one that is expected to draw a large number of experts in the field of e-governance from all across the globe, including the US, Canada, Europe and from Pakistan’s neighbors, India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. A World Bank delegation will also take part in the conference.

The Government of Pakistan too recognises the potential that e-governance holds for a developing country. It is about ensuring the same outputs at lower total cost removing all the boundaries between various sub-functions of government and ushering in a new government-citizen network by collapsing the boundaries created by political and historical structures, adding and bringing more value in the process.
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Experts question viability of water management project
HYDERABAD: The experts have termed the Sindh On Farm Water Management Project as unnecessary burden on resources of the province.

The speakers at the one-day awareness workshop were of the view that this multi million programme would add burden of World Bank loans on the already affected Sindh province.

Sindh Irrigation and Drainage Authority (SIDA) media and communication section had organized the workshop at the Sindhi Language Authority hall.

The speakers at the occasion raised their apprehension about corruption and embezzlement of funds through this project and also express their concern on smooth completion of water management project.
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Donors vow to match UN pleas
GENEVA (Agencies) - International donors on Wednesday promised an additional 580 million dollars (480 million euros) in assistance following the earthquake in Pakistan, sowing confusion among UN officials who wanted something firmer.

“We have received new pledges of 580 million dollars,” UN emergency relief coordinator Jan Egeland told journalists.

Some of the major new donations were announced by the United States, with an extra 50 million dollars, and India, which said it was setting up a special 25-million-dollar fund for Pakistan, UN spokeswoman Elisabeth Byrs said.

The EU also announced an additional 50 million euros for Pakistan in the meeting that had been outlined earlier in Brussels. China was ready to give 500,000 dollars next week for tents, blankets and heating equipment.

Alessandro Minuto Rizzo, deputy secretary general of the NATO military alliance, which is currently airlifting supplies into Pakistan, also announced the deployment of 1,300 specialist military personnel, including engineers, for the operation.
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ADB plans rebuilding before cost estimates
ISLAMABAD - The Asian Development Bank is to take lead in kick-starting reconstruction work in the quake ravaged Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) as well as North Western Frontier Province (NWFP) even before the overall cost assessment is at hand.

ADB’s Country Director Peter L. Fedon revealed this in an exclusive interview with The Nation Wednesday. He said, “It could be an ironic co-incidence that one of the five new projects ADB had approved last December of $450 million for the two regions was exactly named as AJK Multi-sector Rehabilitation and Improvement Project.”
“Therefore,” he rushed to add, “We have resolved to start these projects immediately, starting with the districts destroyed in the earthquake and I have also talked to Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz who was equally positive in this regard.”
Trying not to appear what he termed as ‘too much of promising,’ Fedon said, “By starting immediately means that awarding of contracts, site-finalization, and appointment of consultants are the advanced stages where we could embark upon right now in cases of all the five projects. I am constantly in touch with the Economic Affairs “
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Foreign capital coming in big way in equities
KARACHI - Foreign capital is coming in a big way in equities. During the last two quarters it has exceeded US $ 191 million against US $ 154 million for the full year 2004. By the end of 2005, US $ 300 million more are expected.

After many years, we have been witnessing increasing interest by foreign fund managers in local capital markets. The data released by SBP endorse this fact that money is flowing into the local stock markets from abroad, stated Mohammad Sohail analyst of Jahangir Siddiqui Capital Market Ltd.

Though the foreign portfolio managers missed the bull run of last 3 years (2002-2004), in which the market gained 72 per cent annually, it looks like that they are now serious in relatively cheaper Pakistan equities.
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Jatoi asks IPPs for investment to meet power demand
ISLAMABAD - Federal Minister for Water and Power Liaquat Ali Jatoi Wednesday asked all IPPs to come forward and invest more in power sector to meet the growing demand of power in future.

He assured them that the government would extend all possible assistance and support them and all bottlenecks would be removed to facilitate more investment in expansion of power generation capacity.

He made these observations while presiding over a high level meeting of all GENCOs and IPPs here. The meeting reviewed in depth the situation of supply and demand of power in coming winter season in the country and discussed the strategy to cope with the growing growth of demand in future as there would be additional requirement of electricity in the country.

At the outset the minister welcomed the IPPs for providing reliable power to Wapda system. 
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Foreign fund managers invest $145 million
ISLAMABAD (October 25 2005): The government has established an authority to be called the Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority (ERRA) for carrying out post-disaster damage assessment, reconstruction and rehabilitation of quake-affected areas.

The notification issued by the Prime Minister secretariat on Monday described the ambit of working of the authority that will work under the seven-member council with Prime Minister as its chairman.

The council will be the apex body to manage and administer the authority and issue general directions on all matters of policy.
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MoC urged to debar trade bodies from politics
KARACHI (October 27 2005): The Union of Small and Medium Enterprises (Unisame) has urged the Ministry of Commerce (MoC) to strictly debar trade associations from politics.

Zulfikar Thaver President Unisame in a message to federal secretary commerce has drawn his attention to the fact that most of the trade associations are politicised and not functioning under their articles of association.

He said the fees collected from membership and income derived from certifications are not utilised for the promotion and development of the related trade but for self projection and publicity of office-bearers.

He requested the federal secretary to call for their expenses statements on parties, functions related videos and photographs as compared to money spent on information, education, promotion and research.
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Pakistan's rapid recovery: Natsios calls for int. collaboration in disaster relief and reconstruction
WASHINGTON, Oct 27 (APP)- U.S. Agency for International Development Administrator Andrew Natsios has called for international collaboration on both immediate disaster relief and long-term reconstruction in Pakistan following the October 8 earthquake. 
"If we work together, combining our efforts and promptly committing our resources, we can still avert unnecessary future loss of life and facilitate Pakistan's rapid recovery from the earthquake," he said at the Geneva conference held Wednesday.
In his opening remarks at the Press conference, later, Mr. Natsios elaborated on some of the comments he made about "the more innovative approach" the United States was going to take to this emergency because the impression the world is that emergency response is basically about moving commodities around. You see the ships arriving, and the planes arriving with tents and that sort of thing
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US investors’ Group will invest $30 million in KSE
KARACHI: US investors’ Group, Capital Partners will be investing $30 million in TRG, a company registered in Karachi Stock Exchange (KSE) and a subsidiary of Rescue Group International in Pakistan.

Capital Partners told that this facility of financing was being obtained from the Global Emerging Market Fund. 

TRG provides business process outsourcing facility, apart from Pakistan, in USA, Canada, Europe and other Asian countries.

Per share price of this KSE enlisted company presently stood at Rs10.15 and its average turnover worked out to 0.355 million shares. 
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