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Foreign investment jumps 134% in July-September


KARACHI: The total foreign direct investment (FDI) in the country increased more than 134 percent to $473.7 million in first quarter (July-September 2005) compared with $201.8 million in the same period of the previous year.

The government is expecting more than $3 billion foreign direct investment. 

“This is achievable if the government received payment of $2.114 billion against the sell-off of Pakistan Telecommuni-cation Company,” said an analyst of a local brokerage house.

The government is waiting for Oct 28 when Etisalat International, one of the parties of the PTCL buyer’s consortium, will make it clear whether they will be making payment or not. “The news emanating from Dubai has put PTCL privatization in doubt,” the analyst said.
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Shah discusses reconstruction with donors
ISLAMABAD: Dr Salman Shah, adviser to prime minister on finance and revenue, held a meeting on Monday with local heads of donor agencies and international development partners.

They discussed different options and modalities to begin reconstruction and rehabilitation work in AJK and NWFP after completion of assessment survey and finalisation of report by World Bank (WB) and Asian Development Bank (ADB).

The donors and development partners including UNDP, WB, ADB, DFID-UK, European Union, USAID and Japan Bank of International Cooperation (JBIC) were informed that first draft of the report would be ready for discussion by November 5 and would be finalised by November 12. 

The early relief phase would be completed within six months and rehabilitation and reconstruction would start immediately after that.
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More donations for relief
KARACHI: More financial institutions and companies announced contributions towards President’s Relief Fund for earthquake victims on Monday. 

National Investment Trust (NIT) donated Rs 10 million from its profit without affecting the income of trust fund belonging to investors.

Out of the total donation, Rs 5 million has been contributed to President Relief Fund and Rs 5 million to Azad Kashmir Prime Minister Fund. The employees of NIT contributed their two-day salaries for this cause.

Wyeth Pakistan Limited donated medicines and laboratory equipments worth Rs 7 million to Pakistan Red Crescent Society.
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USAID to help Punjab Assembly
LAHORE: The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) will help strengthen the provincial assembly and parliamentary processes in Punjab. The terms of cooperation between USAID and the Punjab Assembly Secretariat will be set forth in a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to be signed on October 25 at 2:15pm in the Punjab Assembly Cafeteria. 

This programme is designed to increase the effectiveness and efficiency of the Punjab Assembly in carrying out its legislative, representative and oversight functions. Punjab Assembly Acting Speaker Sardar Shaukat Hussain Mazari and US Ambassador Mr Ryan Crocker will sign the MoU. staff report
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US naval relief ship arrives in Karachi
* More foreign aid trickles in on the 16th day
KARACHI: A US navy vessel ferrying 140 tonnes of earthquake donations arrived on Monday, making its second relief trip in a week to the port of Karachi, SANA reported.

The US Pearl Harbor arrived carrying blankets and non-perishable food items donated by Pakistanis living in the United Arab Emirates. The US carrier was greeted on arrival by a group of Pakistani disaster assistance volunteers who offloaded the goods. 

US Consul General Mary H Witt said, “Our helicopters, some flown with Pakistani pilots and crew, are flying relief missions in the earthquake areas and our technical teams are helping Pakistani experts in road building. A team of American physicians of Pakistani origin is already assisting local medical teams.” 
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MPAs want tax waiver in earthquake-hit areas
PESHAWAR: Members of the NWFP Assembly criticised the government for the slow pace of relief operations and questioned the exclusion of public representatives from the relief operations in the Monday session. The House also unanimously passed a resolution demanding the federal and the provincial financial institutions waive taxes and loans given to victims in the earthquake-affected areas.

Sirajul Haq, the senior minister of the NWFP, said tents and tarpaulins were urgently needed in the earthquake-affected areas as the victims were using grass to cover themselves during the night. “A tent originally priced at Rs 2,000 is now selling for Rs 18,000,” he said. The senior minister burst into tears when he narrated the tale of a hospitalised woman with a broken spinal cord and a suckling baby in her arms. He appealed to the whole world, particularly the Islamic countries, to come forward and help Pakistan.
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LoC-opening talks on 29th
* FO says Army responded promptly to quake 
* India delays opening LoC relief camps
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and India will discuss on October 29the details of a proposal to open the Line of Control (LoC) and allow people from the two sides to help in relief efforts.

“The Indian government has informed us that a delegation headed by an External Affairs Ministry joint secretary will arrive in Pakistan on October 28,” the Foreign Office said.

Foreign Office spokeswoman Tasnim Aslam said at a press briefing earlier that Pakistan had also responded to the Indian proposal to establish camps along the LoC to provide relief to the earthquake-hit people. She said that Pakistan was ready for relief assistance to be delivered at the agreed points.
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Government may not cut oil prices
ISLAMABAD: Despite the substantial reduction in oil prices in the international market (by more than $10 from $70 a barrel in September to $59.56 a barrel to date), oil prices in Pakistan are most likely to remain the same over the next fortnight, a senior government official told Daily Times on Monday.

“The government has absorbed a Rs 70 billion revenue loss since May 2004 by doing away with the Petroleum Development Levy and paying out Price Differential Claims to the oil industry to stabilise oil prices throughout the year and for not passing on to Pakistanis the complete impact of the increase in the prices of petroleum products in the international market,” he said.

Therefore, the government was likely to maintain oil prices at the existing level and might not pass the reduction in oil prices to end consumers in a bid to make up some of the Rs 70 billion loss that it (the government) had sustained, he added.
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Indians prepare to assist Pakistani quake survivors
CHAKAN DABAGH: The Indian army is readying medical facilities, building bridges, clearing landmines and rushing supplies to its militarised frontier in expectation of a flood of stricken earthquake survivors from Pakistan, officials said on Monday.

“We have set up a 100-bed tent hospital which includes a 10-bed emergency unit for those who are critically injured,” Indian army brigadier AK Bakshi said that in Chakan Dabagh, 249 kilometres west of Jammu, winter capital of held Kashmir.

Chakan Dabagh is one of three points along the Line of Control (LoC), the de facto border dividing Kashmir between Pakistan and India, identified by New Delhi at the weekend as points where it plans to set up relief camps for earthquake victims.

India says survivors from the Pakistani zone can cross the LoC to the relief camps during daylight hours, be treated and gather supplies, and then cross back again
More…
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2005\10\25\story_25-10-2005_pg5_1 
DAILY TIMES 
October 25, 2005 
By Imran Ayub

Import regulatory duty on POL likely to be halved

KARACHI: The government is likely to cut import regulatory duty on petroleum products by 50 percent in a move believed to reduce petroleum prices at the retail level.

In a recent move, the ministry of petroleum had proposed to the government to cut import regulatory duty on petroleum products imposed for the past several years from 10 to five percent, sources privy to the development said. 

“The decision is expected in the next few weeks,” said a source. “The ministry itself has proposed the latest cut in an attempt to cap the rising prices of petroleum products, causing higher rate of inflation.” He said a summary proposing review of the import regulatory duty from the petroleum ministry was now under discussion by higher authorities and expected to get final nod at the next Economic Coordination Committee meeting.
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Banking and oil sectors help KSE-100 recover 119 points

KARACHI: The Karachi stock market posted an unexpected recovery on Monday after remaining under pressure for last few days of the previous week, said analysts. 

The KSE-100 Index moved up by 119.35 points, or 1.44 percent, to close at 8,409.16 points compared to 8,289.81 points in the previous session. 

“Contrary to expectations, the market bounced back sharply,” said Tanvir Abid, head of research at Live Securities Limited. 

After the fall of nearly 600 points during the previous two trading sessions the market had become oversold, which prompted active covering. Sentiments were supported by the expectations of good quarterly earnings. Besides, there were reports of fresh institutional and mutual fund buying.
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UN warns time running out for quake survivors
MUZAFFARABAD, Oct 24: More help arrived in quake-hit on Monday as the United Nations warned that time is running out for survivors of the worst catastrophe in the country’s history.

EU humanitarian aid commissioner Louis Michel said a “second humanitarian disaster looms” for millions of destitute survivors and more than 70,000 injured unless help arrives before winter.

“We are facing an enormous humanitarian catastrophe,” he said after the European Commission proposed an aid package worth 80 million euros ($95 million), 13.6 million euros more than it has already released.

“With winter just around the corner, a second humanitarian disaster looms for the four million people without a roof over their heads and the 70,000 injured people needing medical attention.”
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UN expects more funds at donors’ conference
UNITED NATIONS, Oct 24: A top UN official on Monday regretted that member states have not responded urgently to the UN Flash appeal for Pakistani earthquake victims, but expressed hope that in Geneva at the UN donors conference on Wednesday enough countries will come forward with commitments.

“So far only $90 million have been committed by member states to some $312 sought by the United Nations,” said Ms Margaret Wahlström, Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator of UN office of Humanitarian Affairs at a press briefing at UN headquarters.

Some 60 member states and 250 entities have accepted the invitation of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to attend the donors conference.

She reflected that “perhaps the nations have exhausted their reserves for emergencies given the multiple disasters which struck the world, saying “perhaps they will draw on more reserves “ given the nature of the situation in Pakistan.
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White House to launch fund drive today


WASHINGTON, Oct 24: The White House is expected to announce on Tuesday a public-private partnership for raising funds for the earthquake victims in Pakistan, diplomatic sources told Dawn.

It will be formed on the pattern of a similar partnership launched here after hurricane Katrina.

The partnership will involve chief executive officers of major US corporations, who will work with the Bush administration to raise money for the earthquake victims.

The United States will also attend a donors’ conference Pakistan is holding in Islamabad next month besides sending a delegation to the international donors’ conference being held in Geneva on Wednesday.
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Adjustments in budget likely
ISLAMABAD, Oct 24: The government has decided to make some adjustments in the budget for 2005-6 in the wake of damage caused by the October 8 earthquake and the Public Sector Development programme (PSDP) is being revised, says an official.

He told Dawn that although growth projections were unlikely to be changed, certain adjustments and re-allocations in the budget would have to be made to meet the unprecedented challenge.

He said only important and highly viable development projects of the PSDP would be undertaken and funds allocated for less important projects would be diverted for rehabilitation and reconstruction work in Azad Kashmir and affected areas of the NWFP.

The official said some funds from the Rs270 billion PSDP would be diverted for relief and rehabilitation, in addition to the Rs10 billion assistance announced by the government for mitigating the sufferings of quake victims.
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222 business groups donate Rs7.1bn for quake victims
ISLAMABAD, Oct 24: The cabinet committee on fund-raising from business community for earthquake relief has so far received Rs7.1 billion from 222 business groups.

Federal Minister for Privatisation and Investment Dr Abdul Hafeez Shaikh who is chairman of the committee in a statement on Monday said that as on October 24, Rs5,271.27 million had been raised for the President’s relief fund, Rs136.20 million for other relief funds and Rs1,671.13 million contributions in kind. The minister urged the donors to indicate the worth of goods at the time of their handing over which was essential to compare the remaining requirements.

Dr Shaikh appealed to the remaining business groups not to make delay in their contributions as the advent of winter was a big threat for the victims, particularly for the children and the old age persons.
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Donors urged to speed up assessment
ISLAMABAD, Oct 24: Adviser to the Prime Minister on Finance Dr Salman Shah has asked donor agencies to complete their assessment report as soon as possible so that the government could make out a plane for rehabilitation of quake victims.

He was talking to local heads of donor agencies and international development partners, including the UNDP, World Bank, ADB, DFID-UK, European Union, Usaid and Japan Bank of International Cooperation (JBIC) at a meeting here on Monday.

The meeting was informed that the first draft of the report would be ready by November 5 and the final report by November 12. The early relief phase would be completed within six months and rehabilitation and reconstruction would start immediately after that.

Mr Shah suggested that the report should also include an estimate of funds required for all phases — including relief, early rehabilitation and reconstruction — with sector-specific options.
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Policy on maternal, child care soon
PESHAWAR, Oct 24: Provincial Minister for Health Inayatullah Khan has said that women’s health was one of the priority areas of the government, adding that final touches were being given to a national policy on maternal and child health.

He was speaking as chief guest at a preparatory meeting for the forthcoming international scientific conference of the Society of Obstetrician and Gynaecologists.

Referring to the poor status of women’s health, the minister said that ignorance, economic deprivation and lack of facilities were its main reasons.

He said that provincial government had announced additional incentives for female staff working in backward areas of the province to improve status of women health.
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Exporters for stable exchange rates
KARACHI, Oct 24: Despite ample supply in the open market the US dollar remained stronger against the rupee, but on Monday the greenback was about to slip below the psychological mark of Rs60.

Currency dealers said that the inflows of dollars increased in the market, which pushed the greenback to gradually lose its firmness. They believe that dollar might fall below Rs60 in a week in the open market while the spread between open and inter-bank market would further shrink.

Currently, the inter-bank market offers 25 to 30 paisa less than what exchange companies offer in the open market.

“Our close monitoring of dollar movement makes it clear that the US currency will certainly shed its weight further during the month of Ramazan,” said a currency dealer.
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PM for public-private partnership in rehabilitation work
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on Monday said the government was committed to speeding up relief and rehabilitation work in the quake-hit areas through public-private partnership.

He was talking to a delegation of DHL and SHV which called on him to discuss the relief and rehabilitation work.

Representatives of the two organizations made some suggestions for improving the logistics for dispatch of relief goods to affected areas as well as to improve facilities to bring efficiency in the reconstruction and rehabilitation activities.

Shaukat said the Federal Relief Commission and Earthquake Rehabilitation Authority were working in close coordination with all related agencies for the relief and rescue work as well as for reconstruction and rebuilding of the affected areas.
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State-owned insurance entities sell-off planned
KARACHI: Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) has charted a route map for the privatisation of state owned insurance entities including State Life Insurance Corporation, Postal Life Insurance, National Insurance Corporation and Pakistan Re-insurance Corporation Limited.

Sources informed on Monday that SECP is preparing a privatisation report for the state-controlled State Life Insurance Corporation (SLIC), likely to be finalised by the first quarter of 2006.

Interestingly, the first move to privatise SLIC was made by the present commerce minister in 1998 when he was minister for investment and privatisation.
So far no formal cabinet decision with regard to privatisation of SLIC has been taken although its privatisation would boost the present sluggish trend at the three stock exchanges of the country.
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Monsanto donates $250,000 to relief efforts
KARACHI: The Monsanto Fund, the philanthropic arm of the Monsanto Company, on Monday donated $250,000 to support earthquake relief efforts focused on helping people as they are struggling to recover from the devastation.

A donation of $250,000 has been made to the Friends of the World Food Programme and has been supplemented by two day’s worth of salary donated by the employees of Monsanto Pakistan to the President’s Earthquake Relief Fund. The Fund will be put to use immediately in relief efforts.

The World Food Program(WFP) is the United Nation’s frontline agency in the fight against global hunger.
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TOTAL Parco gears up relief efforts
In response to the tragedy of October 8, 2005, TOTAL Parco Pakistan Limited launched a nationwide campaign to generate relief funds for the earthquake victims.

Instead of asking the general public to donate for the relief funds, the campaign invites customers to get their fuel from TOTAL Parco retail stations. For every litre of petrol or diesel purchased, TOTAL Parco and its dealers would contribute a certain sum of money for relief efforts.

The campaign will last till Eid-ul-Fitr at the end of which the collected amount would be handed over to Abdul Sattar Edhi Foundation.
TOTAL Parco Pakistan Limited is a joint venture between TOTAL - the world’s fourth largest oil company and PARCO - the largest and most modern refinery in Pakistan. This campaign is an expression of TOTAL Parco’s solidarity with the nation and a reiteration of its total commitment to care and trust.
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Millicom to sell one of its Pakistani units
STOCKHOLM: Luxembourg-based telecoms operator Millicom, owned by Sweden’s Kinnevik, said on Monday it was discussing the sale of one of its Pakistani units, Pakcom.

Millicom, which specialises in operations in emerging markets in Asia, Africa and Latin America, has another operation, Paktel, as its main unit in Pakistan.

"Millicom is currently negotiating the sale of its share in Pakcom, its 

second operation in Pakistan," the group said in a statement as it announced its third-quarter results.

The firm’s Chief Executive Marc Beuls told Reuters that talks on a sale had just started and that completion of a deal was likely during 2006.

More…
http://www.nation.com.pk/daily/oct-2005/25/index4.php 
THE NATION 
October 25, 2005 
From Mehtab Haider
Govt okays 27 uplift projects worth Rs 50 billion
ISLAMABAD - The federal government Monday approved 27 development projects with total outlay of approximately Rs 50 billion which included Rs 173 million for the feasibility study for power import from Tajikistan.

The Central Development Working Party (CDWP) met under the chairmanship of Deputy Chairman Planning Commission Dr Akram Sheikh here, which approved 450-500 MW combined cycle power Chichonki Mallian, district Sheikupura, with a total cost of Rs 18.050 billion.

The meeting approved development projects for transport and communication, Higher Education Commission, water resources, education, health, governance, industries, mass media, planning & housing, energy and agriculture and food sectors. The government approved Rs 2.405 billion for rollback malaria programme.
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Private Cos asked to help quake victims
ISLAMABAD - Federal Minister for Privatisation and Investment Dr Hafeez Shaikh has appreciated the efforts of private companies helping the victims of the recent earthquake and appealed to all other companies operating in Pakistan to start assisting in the reconstruction of the destroyed cities, towns and villages on war footing basis. 
The minister stated this in a meeting with a delegation of Wyeth Pakistan Limited headed by Arshad Rahim Khan, Chief Executive, regarding relief assistance details for earthquake victims.
He urged the local as well as multinational companies working in Pakistan to contribute towards the relief efforts.
MD and Chief Executive of Wyeth Pakistan Limited while elucidating the support for the mobilised mammoth relief operations said that Wyeth Pakistan Limited together with its parent Company, Wyeth International, Collegeville, Pennsylvania, USA, have been engaged in significant relief efforts through donation of Rs 3 million worth medicines most of them antibiotic in co-ordination with the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS), $ 100,000 cheque by Parent Company and Rs 100,000 locally arranged donation for Pakistan Red Crescent Society. 
More…
http://www.nation.com.pk/daily/oct-2005/25/nationalnews7.php 
THE NATION 
October 25, 2005 
By Saadia Qamar

Earthquake disaster to affect economic growth
KARACHI - After 8/10 earthquake disaster, things have started becoming clear. Immediate feeling is that billion of rupees have to be transferred from social and development projects to rehabilitation. Government revenue would fall considerably due to exemptions allowed on relief funds.Remittances would also be used elsewhere. Prices due to shortage of production would go high and inflation monster would eat the main fabric of economic vitality. Economic growth, which was making upward journey after several years of stagnation, is likely to halt. The State Bank in its report had maintained that over 8 percent GDP growth rate would be sustained, claim might fall flat. 

For the trickle down effect on the economy would be such that the economy would suffer immensely after the earthquake which jolted not only Islamabad but many other corresponding areas of Pakistan, causing death in thousands, injuring hundred thousand and displacing million and making many more homeless. 
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UN warns time running out: relief effort has three weeks to deliver
GENEVA (October 25 2005): The international community has three weeks to deliver enough aid to quake victims in mountainous areas of Azad Kashmir before snowfall sets in, the United Nations warned on Monday. The aid effort is also likely to be disrupted by bad weather in the next few days, the UN's humanitarian office (OCHA) said in a regular situation report.

"There is a three-week window of opportunity to deliver assistance to mountainous areas before the first snowfall," the report said. "According to reports from the authorities, severe weather, with heavy rain, is forecast to hit the area in the next three to four days," it added.

The relief effort for quake victims relies heavily on helicopters to reach isolated communities in the region.
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ECC refuses to revise terms for foreign investment
ISLAMABAD (October 25 2005): The Economic Co-ordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet has refused to revise terms and conditions for payment of royalty, franchise and technical fee in services sector, saying that the Board of Investment (BoI) should re-submit the proposals after proper consultations with stakeholder, official sources told Business Recorder.

The BoI was of the view that the fee of $100,000 fixed by the Cabinet Committee on Investment (CCoI) in 2000 as initial fee payable to the franchiser should be abolished and maximum 5 percent of net sales allowed as franchise be increased to 7 percent, sources said.

According to sources, Finance Ministry was the major opponent of the proposal which in its written comments said, " The Ministry does not feel that the ceiling of $100,000 as initial fee and 5 percent annual fee in food sector is causing irritation to the flow of FDI."
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ADB expresses serious concern over project delays
ISLAMABAD (October 25 2005): The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has expressed serious concern over delay in implementation of its funded projects, and demanded of the government an effective monitoring system for improvement in this area.

The matter is getting more serious at least for ADB as its delegation is coming to Pakistan some time next month to take up the matter for improvement in this area of vital importance.

The delegation was due in Islamabad in the current month but delayed the visit due to the earthquake.

Sources told Business Recorder on Monday that ADB teams have been raising the issue at different levels and demanding that the pace of work at delayed projects should be expedited.
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IMF clarification: no strings with earthquake relief

ISLAMABAD (October 25 2005): The International Monetary Fund has offered to Pakistan money upfront with no strings attached for earthquake relief, says Fund's Resident Representative Henri Lorie.

In a letter to Business Recorder, the Fund's Senior Resident Representative in Islamabad assured that Pakistan will not be placed on 'Post-Programme Monitoring' by the International Monetary Fund, in case it avails itself of IMF Emergency Assistance facility.

He confirmed that the emergency facility has been offered by the Fund for earthquake relief and reconstruction effort amounting to $370 million at a highly concessional interest rate of 0.5 percent.

In the letter to Business Recorder the Resident Representative says:
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Reconstruction authority set up

ISLAMABAD (October 25 2005): The government has established an authority to be called the Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority (ERRA) for carrying out post-disaster damage assessment, reconstruction and rehabilitation of quake-affected areas.

The notification issued by the Prime Minister secretariat on Monday described the ambit of working of the authority that will work under the seven-member council with Prime Minister as its chairman.

The council will be the apex body to manage and administer the authority and issue general directions on all matters of policy.
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Foreign private investment up by 159 percent
KARACHI (October 25 2005): Although the inflow of foreign private investment finding way to Pakistan continues to be meagre, in terms of absolute amount, compared with its next door neighbours China and India, it has picked up phenomenally in percentage terms in the recent years.

This was amply clear from the data just released by the State Bank for the period July-September 2005. According to the data, foreign private investment during July-September 2005 (first quarter of FY06) went up by $291 million, or 159 percent, over the level ($183 million) it achieved in the first quarter of FY05 (July-September 2004).

Component-wise, portfolio investment increased from $80 million to $145 million, or by 81 percent; while direct investment increased from $103 million to $329 million, or by 219 percent.
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Survey being carried out to ascertain quake losses : NA told

ISLAMABAD, Oct 25 (APP): Minister for Science and Technology, Ch. Nouraiz Shakoor Tuesday said that a comprehensive survey is being carried out to ascertain losses in the quake-hit areas. 
Responding to a point of order by Liaquat Baloch, he said a preliminary survey will be completed in next few days and a report in this regard will be presented before November 15. 
The relief and rehabilitation measures will be taken in light of the report, he added. 

Malik Ameen Aslam on a point of order informed the House that checkposts have been set up on roads to check trucks carrying relief goodsin and out of the quake-hit areas. 

Mrs.Kushmala Tariq drew attention of the House towards replacement of the affectees in the Federal Capital. 
There is need to register such affected people so that they could be looked after properly, she added.
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Pakistan hopes to rebuild quake-hit areas in five years with international assistance

ABU DHABI, Oct 25 (APP): Foreign Minister Khurshid M. Kasuri has expressed gratitude to the UAE leadership for its generous assistance and hoped that with the help of international community Pakistan would reconstruct the quake-hit areas in five years time.
Addressing a press conference here at the end of his day- long visit to UAE, he said, Pakistan would convene a conference of international donors community to discuss the rehabilitation and reconstruction of areas ravaged by October 8 quake. 
Kasuri said the tremor destroyed infrastructure spread over 29,000 square kilometres and blocked many roads in Azad Kashmir, NWFP and the Korakorum region.
The United Nations had admitted that the destruction was worse than the December 26 Tsunami and no country in the world alone could face such a catastrophe, he added.

Initial assessment spoke of ten years for reconstruction 
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Special briefing on U.S. response to earthquake: U.S. committed to  help Pakistan recover

WASHINGTON, Oct 25 (APP)- Senior U.S. officials will hold a special briefing later Tuesday, about the relief effort in Pakistan  and the US goals for the Donors' Conference in Geneva on  Pakistan earthquake assistance. 
To be held at the Press briefing room of the State Department,  the briefers will be Assistant Secretary of State  for Economic and Business Affairs, E. Anthony Wayne, US Agency  for International Development Assistant Administrator of the Bureau  of Democracy, Conflict and Humanitarian Assistance Michael  Hess, and representatives from the Department of Defense and the  Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
The United States has been among the principal international  contributors of assistance to the victims of the October 8,  earthquake in Pakistan.

More…
http://www.app.com.pk/n48.htm 
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International donors assessing damage in quake-hit areas: PM

ABBOTABAD, Oct 25 (APP): Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz Tuesday said the ADB, World Bank and the United Nations were jointly assessing damage in the quake-hit areas and stressed the need for  quality construction of buildings and houses in future to minimise destruction in such calamities.
He made these remarks during a visit to the Ayub Medical Complex, where he was briefed on the extent of damage by the tremor which had badly affected five districts of NWFP.
Governor NWFP Commander Khalil -ur Rehma, Chief Minister Akram Duranni, Health Minister Nasir Khan, Education Minister Jehangir Ashraf Qazi,  Minister of State for water and power, Amir Muqam and Minister of State for Petroleum and Natural Resources, Amanullah Jadoon besides Saudi Ambassador Awad Al Asseri were also present on the occasion. 
More…
http://www.app.com.pk/n29.htm 
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US to provide more assistance for relief, rehabilitation: US Ambassador

LAHORE, Oct 25, (APP): US Ambassador to Pakistan Ryan Crocker has said that US has provided substantial assistance to Pakistan and would provide more to help it in its relief efforts and carrying out rehabilitation and reconstruction work in quake-devastated areas. 
Talking to newsmen after Signing MoU formalizing cooperation between Punjab Assembly and USAID, at Punjab Assembly here on Tuesday, he said "US Government and people sympathise with the people of Pakistan and fully share their grief at the tragedy which has played havoc in large area in Kashmir and NWFP, claimed many lives and caused injures to many others. 
 He said US has provided assistance in cash and kind and " We look forward to join with Pakistan government's efforts for relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction work in affected areas."
More…
http://www.geo.tv/main_files/world.aspx?id=92331 
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US to double military strength in Pakistan

WASHINGTON: The United States has said it would nearly double its military forces in earthquake relief efforts in Pakistan. 

The higher troop levels will come as Washington takes on bigger responsibilities in reconstruction and medical aid, including the setting up of two mobile hospitals with facilities to perform major surgeries, military officials said.

Rear Admiral Michael LeFever, the Islamabad-based director of the US Disaster Assistance, said via audio feed in the Pentagon that "there would probably in the vicinity of over 1,000 US armed forces on the ground supporting the efforts of Pakistan" probably by this week.

There are currently about 560 military personnel on the ground carrying out a multitude of tasks in the relief operations in Pakistan.
More…
