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Banned groups not allowed to join relief efforts
* President says activities of groups on govt watchlist being monitored 
* Israeli aid welcome 
* Discusses rehabilitation plan with Annan


LAHORE: President Pervez Musharraf has said that banned religious groups will not be allowed to conduct relief efforts in the quake-stricken areas of Pakistan.

In an interview with CNN on Thursday, he said that Pakistan had banned several extremist organisations and a few others were still under observation. He said that he had ensured that organisations working in the quake-hit areas were not ones banned by the government.
Musharraf denied that any organisation working in the quake-affected areas was recruiting people for militancy. “With our own resources and with international help, we will beat extremism. I know that some extremist outfits placed on (the government’s) watch list are participating in relief activities in the quake-affected areas. 
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Annan warns of ‘massive death’ unless world gives more aid
MUZAFFARABAD: The United Nations has appealed to the international community to step up aid to Pakistan if it wants to prevent a “second, massive wave of death”, while international aid officials described the relief operation as one of the toughest the world has ever known. 

“We have never had this kind of logistical nightmare ever. We thought the tsunami was the worst we could get. This is worse,” Jan Egeland, the United Nations emergency relief coordinator, said in Geneva.

Nearly two weeks after the earthquake that killed more than 50,000 people, the United Nations estimated half a million people were still cut off.
late 1940s. “Tens of thousands of people’s lives are at stake and they could die if we don’t get to them in time,” Egeland said.

More…
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2005\10\21\story_21-10-2005_pg1_4 
DAILY TIMES 
October 21, 2005 

House-to-house census to sort out false claims: WB
ISLAMABAD: The World Bank has asked the Pakistan government to conduct a house-to-house census to make an accurate assessment of the earthquake damage in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) and NWFP in order to sort out false claims, World Bank Country Director John Wall has said. 

He said this during a briefing session on ‘Pakistan Relief and Information System for Earthquake’ held in Islamabad on Thursday. “We have faced problems like these in some areas of India and Japan,” he said, referring to false claims.

He said that donor agencies needed exact details of house ownership for reconstruction. He added that infrastructure reconstruction in NWFP and AJK could take up to four years.
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India refusing to open LoC: Gen Farooq
* Relief commissioner says UNICEF report that 10,000 children at risk ‘rough guess’
ISLAMABAD: India has rejected President Pervez Musharraf’s proposal that the Line of Control be opened to allow Kashmiris to meet and help their relatives on either side, Federal Relief Commissioner Major General Farooq Ahmed Khan said in his daily briefing on Thursday.

“It is regretted that India has rejected the offer,” Khan said. He did not know why India rejected the offer, but accused it of “playing politics” at this time of tragedy. 

“Kashmiris have already had enough and we should not play with their sensitivities,” he said. About the possibility of joint relief operations with the Indian Army, he said the government could not engage an army that was responsible for the miseries of the people in Kashmir. “It would be rubbing salt in their wounds. We can do the relief operation on our own. We have enough manpower and strength,” he said.
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India refusing to open LoC: Gen Farooq
* Relief commissioner says UNICEF report that 10,000 children at risk ‘rough guess’
ISLAMABAD: India has rejected President Pervez Musharraf’s proposal that the Line of Control be opened to allow Kashmiris to meet and help their relatives on either side, Federal Relief Commissioner Major General Farooq Ahmed Khan said in his daily briefing on Thursday.

“It is regretted that India has rejected the offer,” Khan said. He did not know why India rejected the offer, but accused it of “playing politics” at this time of tragedy. 

“Kashmiris have already had enough and we should not play with their sensitivities,” he said. About the possibility of joint relief operations with the Indian Army, he said the government could not engage an army that was responsible for the miseries of the people in Kashmir. “It would be rubbing salt in their wounds. We can do the relief operation on our own. We have enough manpower and strength,” he said.
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Government and NGOs continue relief work
* World Bank allows diversion of funds to relief 
LAHORE: Earthquake relief efforts continued as government organisations and departments, nongovernment organisations, professional and business associations, trade unions, educational and health institutions, political parties and individuals collected donations and relief goods for earthquake victims. 

Government of Punjab: The Punjab government continued sending relief trucks to the quake-hit areas. Out of the 23 trucks sent from Jinnah Hall, 13 carried food, five carried tents and five trucks carried blankets.
A Punjab relief department report said 1,288 trucks of food, 609 of blankets and 104 trucks of medicines have been sent by the government, 1056 trucks of food, 109 of tents, 538 of blankets and 139 trucks of drugs have been sent with the private sector, and 290 trucks have been sent by various government departments independently.
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99pc of houses in Rawlakot useless: DC
ISLAMABAD: Almost 99 percent of the houses in quake-stricken Rawlakot are useless in that they are not fit enough to provide warm shelter to survivors, the deputy commissioner of Rawalkot has said. 

Rawlakot district is between 5,500 and 7,500 feet above sea level and there has already been snowfall at the higher altitudes, Sardar Muhammad Farooq said on PTV on Thursday. He said tents and beds are the most needed items in the area. He said the civil administration and army were providing relief and almost all affected areas had now been reached. App
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US assures Pakistan of continuing support
WASHINGTON: Senator Dr Abdullah Riar, a Pakistan People’s Party member, said here on Wednesday that were the United States to help Pakistan regain democracy and constitutional rule, it could serve as a model for the Islamic world.

In an address on Pakistan and the present political situation, the PPP lawmaker said if Washington was truly serious about democracy and civilian rule taking root in Muslim countries, as it professes, then it should first help Pakistan take that road, instead of backing the present military-led government. 

Despite Pakistan’s chequered history, said Riar, he was optimistic about the prospect of Pakistan regaining representative rule. The last six years, he stressed, had brought upon the nation another phase of “deliberate political management” with the collaboration of a feudal and religious substructure.
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Democratic Pakistan to be a role model for Islamic world
WASHINGTON: Senator Dr Abdullah Riar, a Pakistan People’s Party member, said here on Wednesday that were the United States to help Pakistan regain democracy and constitutional rule, it could serve as a model for the Islamic world.

In an address on Pakistan and the present political situation, the PPP lawmaker said if Washington was truly serious about democracy and civilian rule taking root in Muslim countries, as it professes, then it should first help Pakistan take that road, instead of backing the present military-led government. 

Despite Pakistan’s chequered history, said Riar, he was optimistic about the prospect of Pakistan regaining representative rule. The last six years, he stressed, had brought upon the nation another phase of “deliberate political management” with the collaboration of a feudal and religious substructure. The country is going through a constitutional and democratic crisis.
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Pakistan will not accept subservience to India


WASHINGTON: Pakistan will not seek parity with India but do its utmost to balance and retain initiative by seeking external alliances with outside powers without sacrificing its regional objectives, according to a defence expert.

Feroz Hassan Khan, a retired brigadier of the Pakistan army, now at the Centre for Contemporary Conflict at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California, writes in Strategic Insights, a monthly journal produced by the Centre, that Pakistan will be cognizant of “emerging India” in partnership with the United States, but will never assume that this rise will be benign. The most rational path that might be suggested for Pakistan is to accept this reality, give up its claims, and “bandwagon” with emerging India. But realism and strategic culture predict that Pakistan will never accept hegemony. Pakistanis will work night and day to develop responses and countervailing strategies to ensure that India has a high cost to pay for any adventure.
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Trade deficit to shrink soon, says Humayun Akhtar


KARACHI: Commerce Minister Humayun Akhtar Khan has said the country’s trade deficit will shrink by the end of this fiscal year. 

He was talking to reporters at the Karachi Chamber of Comm-erce and Industry (KCCI) on Thursday. He said the exports of the country were likely to rise in coming months because of multiple factors, which would help reduce the trade gap. 

Although the rise in exports during the first quarter was little, exports had surged by 35 percent in September. “There is nothing to worry about the trade deficit,” he said and added it constituted only a small component of the overall balance of payments, which had not deteriorated. 
He said eight local textile firms were planning to take legal course against the imposition of anti-dumping duty on bedlinen by the European Union. 
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WTO DG to visit Pakistan next month
ISLAMABAD: The Director-General of the World Trade Organization (WTO), Pascal Lamy, is arriving in Islamabad on Nov 17 on a two-day official visit to Pakistan, a senior official at the ministry of commerce told the Daily Times on Thursday. 

Mr Lamy is the fifth director-general of the WTO and he was appointment to the post on Sept 1 this year for a four-year term. His visit to Pakistan before the crucial Sixth WTO Ministerial Conference at Hong Kong from Dec 13 to 18 is highly important. 

The objective of the visit was to take forward the Doha Development Agenda in consultation with Pakistan which is an active member of the world trade body as well as G-20 countries struggling for equitable trade in agriculture under the WTO regime, the official said. 

After taking charge of the post of DG WTO, this will be his first visit to Pakistan
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Lack of access to credit hindering growth of SMEs in Pakistan: ADB
ISLAMABAD: The lack of access to credit is a constraint that hinders the growth potential of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in Pakistan, says a study on SME development in Pakistan conducted by the Asian Development Bank.

The lack of access to credit, for instance of the sample firms, only 6 percent have access to commercial finance, is a binding constraint that hinders not only the growth potential of enterprises but also their risk taking. 

The threshold burden of compliance and corruption costs associated with the fiscal and regulatory framework inhibits the growth of medium enterprises in their expansion phase.

The ADB’s Pakistan Resident Mission (PRM) released the third paper in its Working Paper Series on SME Development in Pakistan. The paper, written by Dr Faisal Bari, Dr Ali Cheema and Dr Ehsan-ul-Haque, examines the key constraints faced by the SME sector in Pakistan.
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Tax exemption to film industry on import of equipment


ISLAMABAD: The Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the federal cabinet has approved a concessionary regime of five percent customs duty with total exemption from sales tax and withholding tax on all types of equipment to be imported by the film Industry. 

The ECC at a meeting few weeks ago also approved the parameters for provision of this facility to the film industry while according approval to the proposals of the budget anomaly committee. A senior tax official told the Daily Times on Thursday that the CBR had asked the Pakistan Film Producers Association to provide specification of the equipment to be used by the film industry so as to distinguish them from items for general use. The collector customs Lahore is actively pursuing the Pakistan Film Producers Association (PFPA) for providing specification of such equipment on which the exemption is to be granted. However, the PFPA has expressed its inability to provide the requisite information till their new office-bearers are elected.
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Foreign exchange reserves decline by $186.6m
KARACHI: Foreign exchange reserves of the country declined by $186.6 million to $11.736 billion in the week ending October 15, said a statement issued by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Thursday. 

During the week, reserves held by the SBP went down by $183.7 million to $9.223 billion this week compared to $9.406 billion a week ago. During the same period, net foreign reserves held by the banks (other than SBP) decreased by $3.3 million to $2.512 billion from $2.516 billion.
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KSE-100 index loses 315 pts as banks suffer steep falls
KARACHI: After posting a decent recovery in the previous session the Karachi stock market came under selling pressure on Thursday with almost all the leading stocks ended the day in negative and pulled the index below 8,600 points.

The KSE-100 Index closed at 8,558.00 points, down by 314.96 points or 3.55 percent from 8,872.96 points in the previous session.

Tanvir Abid, head of research at Live Securities, said the index collapsed after being 108 points up initially. It took a 422 points intra-day plunge. The highly overvalued banking sector led the decline. Bank of Punjab, MCB and National Bank all closed limit down. 

The significant quantum of leverage in the futures market aggravated the decline. Sentiment was marred on the sharp decline in Hub Power’s quarterly earnings. 

The scrip was amongst the first today to fall to its lower circuit. The prominent losers were Oil and Gas Development Company, Pakistan Telecommunication Company, Pakistan Oilfields, Pakistan State Oil, Pakistan Petroleum and DG Khan Cement.
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Rupee stays stable
KARACHI: The rupee remained stable against the US dollar in the open currency market on Thursday, said foreign exchange dealers. 

The US dollar closed at Rs 60.07 for buying and Rs 60.12 for selling, unchanged from previous session’s level. It also traded at Rs 60.05 for buying and Rs 60.10 for selling earlier during the session. 

The dealers said there was normal demand for and supply of other foreign currencies. 

The pound sterling closed at Rs 105.70 for buying and Rs 105.80 for selling after rising by 70 paisas. It also traded at Rs 105.20 for buying and Rs 105.30 for selling during the session. 

The euro closed at Rs 71.55 for buying and Rs 71.65 for selling. It rose 15 paisas. The single European currency was earlier trading at Rs 71.70 for buying and Rs 71.80 for selling.
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LSE-25 nosedives
ISLAMABAD (October 20 2005): The government is considering to reduce the customs duty on import of high-speed diesel oil from 10 percent to 5 percent, which would bring down the price of HS diesel in the country.

Official sources told Business Recorder on Wednesday that the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources has proposed reduction in customs duty on import of HS diesel. The tax officials are finalising their comments on the issue in consultation with customs, sales tax and income tax wings.

The Economic Co-ordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet would take the decision keeping in view the viewpoints of all concerned ministries/departments, including Ministry of Petroleum and CBR.
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Islamabad Stock Exchange sheds 111 points
ISLAMABAD: Trading at Islamabad Stock Exchange remained bearish on Thursday, as the ISE-10 Index shed 111.44 points to close at 2,605.44 points from 2,716.88 points in the previous session. 

Brokers said there were different rumours, which set the direction of the market. There was news regarding the suspension of 92 parliamentarians, which had negative impact on stocks. 

Turnover increased to 1.980 million shares from 1.901 million shares traded in the previous session. Of 117 active stocks, only 34 registered gains and 83 suffered losses. 

Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited (PTCL), Oil and Gas Development Company Limited (OGDCL) and Fauji Cement were the volume leaders. 

More…
http://www.dawn.com/2005/10/21/top1.htm 
DAWN 
October 21, 2005 


UN asks Nato to launch massive airlift: Emergency worsening by the day: official
GENEVA, Oct 20: A top UN aid official said on Thursday he had appealed to Nato to launch a massive airlift to evacuate possibly hundreds of thousands of earthquake survivors from remote areas of Pakistani Kashmir before winter sets in.

Jan Egeland, UN emergency relief coordiNator, would make his case for boosting the military alliance’s aid role at a Nato Council meeting in Brussels on Friday, officials said.

Mr Egeland also said the official death toll from the Oct 8 quake in northern Pakistan could double from 48,000, echoing local fears that it was set to soar.

“The emergency in Kashmir is becoming worse by the day as the extent ... dawns on us. The world is not responding as we should be,” Mr Egeland told a news conference in Geneva.
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UN to seek $400m, helicopters for quake victims
ISLAMABAD, Oct 20: The United Nations is seeking $400 million for the initial recovery of the October 8 quake victims and an adequate number of helicopters from the international community to meet what is being termed an “unprecedented logistics challenge” in Azad Kashmir and NWFP.

Sources in the local UN office told Dawn here on Thursday that UN Secretary General Kofi Anan will formally ask the international donor agencies and Pakistan’s bilateral creditors next week to urgently provide $400 million, instead of $312 million which was earlier sought, to accelerate the relief activities in the quake-hit areas.

The sources also said the UN has shifted the emergency meeting of international donors set for Oct 24 in Geneva to Oct 26 reportedly to help them and the Pakistan government to adequately assess the damage.

The country needed an immediate and exceptional escalation of the global relief effort, they added.
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Demand for steel set to pick up: Reconstruction
KARACHI, Oct 20: Pakistan Steel is expecting a jump in consumption of steel and its products as reconstruction activities are gathering pace in the earthquake devastated areas.

Pakistan Steel chairman Lt Gen (Retd) Abdul Qayum said he could not give the exact numbers but he foresaw an increase in demand. “The mill will have to expand its capacity to at least three million tons immediately to meet the increasing domestic steel needs. This will ensure a greater role for the Pakistan Steel,” he added.

He told Dawn on Thursday that consumption of steel products would rise in the aftermath of the devastation caused by this calamity. However, supply of steel by Pakistan Steel and through imports would not be a problem.
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PM wants hurdles to investment removed: Four bodies set up
ISLAMABAD, Oct 20: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on Thursday constituted four committees that would submit recommendations to the Board of Investment (BoI) within one month for attracting both domestic and international investment in specific areas.

The prime minister was addressing a meeting at the BoI here, which was attended by chief ministers of Sindh, Balochistan and NWFP, the Punjab minister for law, federal ministers and prominent bankers and industrialists.

The Committee on Facilitation of Private Enquiry Fund, with Nasir Ali Shah Bokhari as its coordinator, and the Private Power Investment Committee, with Mian Mansha as its coordinator, will submit a strategy for the facilitation of investment in this key area.

The Land Acquisition Committee, with Shahid Feroz as its coordinator, will submit recommendations to simplify land acquisition from the provincial governments. The Corporate Farming Investment Committee
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Consuming countries asked to cut taxes: Stabilizing oil prices
RIYADH, Oct 20: While Saudi Arabia embarks on a series of projects, at an estimated cost of $50 billion, to increase its crude oil production to 12.5 million barrels per day by the year 2009, it has once again raised the issue of extremely high taxes on oil in the consuming countries, the Saudi finance minister revealed to the press.

Finance Minister Dr Ibrahim Al-Assaf told the Saudi press Agency that while talking to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director Rodrigo de Rato on Tuesday the Saudi King Abdullah emphasized on the need for the industrialized countries to play their part in stabilizing the global crude markets by either lifting or reducing taxes on oil products.

“King Abdullah told the IMF chief that the industrialized countries should not impose taxes on petroleum products at all or reduce them in order to lessen the burden on consumers,” Dr Ibrahim Al-Assaf told the press
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Asean to develop economic ties with Pakistan.
BEIJING, Oct 20: Pakistan gets fair opportunities to take part in economic activities undertaken by the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean). Asean has a sectoral dialogue relation with Pakistan which joined the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation and the Asean Regional Forum in July 2004.

In an interview with APP, a senior official of the association said the two sides had wide scope to develop cooperation under regional and bilateral framework in the areas like science, technology, education, environment and counter-terrorism.

It was agreed at the last ministerial-level meeting that a feasibility study on expanding Asean-Pakistan economic relations be undertaken. He expressed the hope that a necessary work to this effect would be completed as early as possible.
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Microsoft offers technological assistance in quake-affected areas
Representative hands over monetary assistance to PM and MKRF
ISLAMABAD: David Roberts, Director of the Microsoft Humanitarian Disaster Management, is visiting Pakistan to offer technological assistance in setting up crucial data management system.
The information collected will be used for disaster planning and preparedness efforts at the community level, and will be stored as baseline information in a database. He said that the Microsoft would be working on long-term partnership with Pakistan in formulating the database system.
In an exclusive interview with The News on Thursday, he said that apart from handing over a monetary assistance of $100,000 to Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz for the President’s Relief Fund and an initial donation of $25,000 to Mir Khalil-ur-Rehman Foundation for earthquake victims, the Microsoft is here to offer assistance firstly with the obvious sense of corporate citizenship and secondly to help find useful practices in disaster management through people, process and technology.
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Pakistan for space-based disaster support system
UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan on Thursday backed a proposal for the establishment of an international space coordination body for disaster management, citing especially the havoc wrought by the recent earthquake in northern parts of the country.
"(We have) always attached great importance to the space system based disaster management support," Pakistan’s delegate Asim Iftikhar Ahmad told the General Assembly’s Fourth Committee, which deals with political affairs.
"Following the Indian Ocean tsunami in December 2004 and the earthquake in Chile earlier this year, we have witnessed the extreme devastation and human suffering caused by the recent earthquake that struck South Asia, in particular my own country," he said in a debate on peaceful uses of outer space.
"An immediate satellite survey of the area of the earthquake may have provided a quicker assessment of the magnitude of devastation, he said.
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Assessment of damages by Nov 15: Gen. Zubair
ISLAMABAD (APP) - Assessment of damages caused due to devastating earthquake of October 8 in Azad Jammu and Kashmir and NWFP areas would be completed by November 15.

Chairman of the newly constituted Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority (ERRA), Lt. General Muhammad Zubair, told this agency that November 15 has been fixed ‘cut-off’ date to complete the assessment of the damages so that rehabilitation and reconstruction work could be expedited.

Lt Gen. Zuabir said, besides ERRA, Asian Development Bank, the United Nations and other international organisations are also working to assess the damages and after November 15, it would be compiled to have a clear picture.

He said, the ERRA has begun planning on the first phase of reconstruction with the cooperation of many international organisations and the priority in this phase would on housing, shelter and basic infrastructure like roads and communication network.
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KWSB main polluter in City
KARACHI - Karachi Water and Sewerage Board is the biggest environment polluter after local industrialist and tanneries because the provincial government owned Board is discharging huge amount of untreated wastewater directly into sea and other city outlets creating health and environment hazards.

The KWSB is dumping 250 mgd untreated waste water in two old rivers Malir and Lyari which had become a sewerage drains rather than rivers because the Board was under using the three waste water treatment plants available in the city to treat sewerage.
These plants located at Haroonabad, Mahmoodabad and Mauripur have, maximum capacity to treat approximately 151.50 mgd but the Water Board is treating only about 45 mgd which is far less than their capacity.

Some of the reasons that had been officially explained by the highly paid KWSB officials for not running the plants to their full capacity were lack of proper sewerage infrastructure to carry the sewerage water to the treatment plant areas.
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Stakeholders involvement urged for success of Tourism Year 2006
LAHORE (APP)-A meeting of FPCCI Standing Committee on Tourism and Hotels has suggested that all the stakeholders including airlines, hotels, tour operators, trade bodies and the government should join hands for the success of Tourism Year 2006, as declared by the Prime Minister. 

The meeting chaired by Azizur Rehman Rajput noted that no definite programme has yet been made in this regard, according to a press release issued here Thursday. 
The committee recommended that the government privatise PTDC resorts and constitute an Advisory Council in the Ministry of Tourism, giving representation to all stakeholders for expert advice on tourism promotion, and prepare attractive tourist packages for the targeted foreign visitors. It also suggested to merge the Archaeology Department in the Ministry of Tourism so that the historical sites of Pakistan could be introduced to the outside world. 
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Foreign investment rises to $1.56 billion
ISLAMABAD (October 21 2005): Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on Thursday appreciated the support received from the private sector for earthquake victims, as it has so far contributed Rs 6.5 billion in the President's Relief Fund.

The prime minister was addressing a meeting of the Board of Investment (BoI) here. Chief Ministers of Sindh, Balochistan, NWFP, Punjab law minister on behalf of Punjab chief minister, who is abroad, federal ministers and prominent bankers and industrialists attended the meeting.

It was also decided to appeal to the business community to continue its support and to participate in the second phase of reconstruction and rehabilitation.
The private sector's offer to sponsor one village, one hospital and a school was acknowledged and appreciated.
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Government restricts borrowing to Rs 22 billion in first quarter

KARACHI (October 21 2005): The monetary and credit profile released by the State Bank of Pakistan for the week ended October 01, 2005 indicates that government borrowing from the banking system has risen again but is contained to Rs 22 billion by the close of 1st quarter of FY06.

This comes to about 16.7 percent of the size of government borrowing (Rs 120 billion) provided in the Credit Plan for FY06 for the whole year. However, it was in sharp contrast with last year when in the corresponding period the government was able to have retired an amount of Rs 7 billion of the debt already contracted.

The entire borrowing was made for meeting budgetary shortages as other segments of government borrowing showed a net retirement of Rs 14 billion mainly on account of commodity operations.
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US to participate in rebuilding also: Crocker

ISLAMABAD (October 21 2005): After completion of the ongoing humanitarian assistance programme, the United States will also actively participate in the second phase of the rehabilitation of the victims of the earthquake and reconstruction of the damaged infrastructure, US Ambassador to Islamabad Ryan C. Crocker said in a news conference at PAF base Chaklala, on Thursday.

He said that 8th October earthquake was of incredible magnitude and response of the international community must be proportionate to the enormity of the calamity as no one country could single-handedly overcome the aftermath of such vast-scale destruction.

Crocker said that the United States had provided humanitarian assistance by aviation and logistics support, relief and medical supplies and reconstruction equipment during the past 12 days
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ADB-backed road sector reforms project initiated

KARACHI (October 21 2005): The Sindh Road Sector Development Programme (SRSDP) has been initiated with the assistance of Asian Development Bank (ADB) to introduce reforms in the road sector of the province. In this regard, Road Sector Development Directorate (RSDD) has been established to implement the sector reform component of the programme.

One of the objectives of the reform programme is to convert Works & Services Department (WSD) into a service-oriented department from purely a road construction and maintenance agency.

In order to create awareness about the SRSDP and its objective and to invite stakeholder response, the RSDD has initiated a series of seminars, workshops under various sub-component of the programme.
More…
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ICP ratings maintained
KARACHI (October 21 2005): The Pakistan Credit Rating Agency (Pacra) has maintained the long-term entity rating of ICP at 'AA' (Double A) and the short-term rating at 'A1+' (A one plus). These ratings denote a very low expectation of credit risk and a very strong capacity for timely payment of financial commitments.

The ratings of ICP reflect its very strong financial profile emanating from its pre-dominantly equity-based balance-sheet structure and full settlement of contractual obligations towards all creditors.

The government has decided to wind up ICP and the Privatisation Commission is working on this mandate.
Pacra is, therefore, assigning the ratings with the assumption that until the winding up process is completed, the ICP will continue its limited operations and not venture into any activity that could enhance the risk exposure.
More…
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'Friends ready to do whatever they can for Pakistan'

WASHINGTON (October 21 2005): Participants at a discussion programme held at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars on Wednesday, observed a moment's silence for the earthquake victims of Pakistan.

The director of Asia Programme, Bob Hathaway proposed it at the start of a discussion, drawing attention of the audience to the massive earthquake and consequent worst losses of life and property in Northern Pakistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir.

The guest speaker was Senator Dr Abdullah Riar on the topic'Pakistan: On the Road to Democracy?.'

Hathaway said the United States was "very good" at extending emergency assistance to the affectees. "Tell us, what the Pakistan-watchers and friends can do to alleviate the sufferings of Pakistanis, or in making any follow up efforts, " he added.
More…
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Aid continue to pour in, 11 more aircrafts arrive at Chaklala Airbase

ISLAMABAD, Oct 21 (APP): Minister of State for Interior, Dr.  Shahzad Waseem said Friday assistance by Turkey indicated Ummah’s deep sentiments for Pakistan in the aftermath of deadly earthquake.
The arrival of Turkish Prime Minister, Tayyib Erdoghan to Pakistan reflected Pakistan-Turkey close ties, he said.
The minister said Turkey would provide 1 million blankets, 50,000 tonnes of flour and other commodities to the victims as well as extend all out assistance to rehabilitate infrastructure in the earthquake-hit areas.
Pakistanis are grateful to the people of Turkey whose sentiments were expressed by their Prime Minister. Pakistan values these bilateral relations.

Shahzad Waseem said this spirit would further strengthen mutual relations among Muslim, besides bringing them closer to each other.

More…
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ADB, World Bank start joint quake assessment
ISLAMABAD: The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the World Bank said they would start an assessment in Pakistan on Monday of the needs and reconstruction costs after the devastating earthquake two weeks ago.

With winter closing in, an estimated 2 million survivors are still waiting for help in the rugged Himalayan foothills where 50,000 people are known to have died.

Donor countries have pledged just $86 million of the $312 million the United Nations has said is needed for immediate aid.

The Manila-based ADB said its part of the assessment would focus on education, transport, water, energy and agriculture, while the World Bank would concentrate on livelihood restoration, housing, health, the private sector and the environment.
More…
