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Huge opportunities await in under exploited market 

KARACHI: USA has remained the biggest export market for Pakistani exporters for the last many decades, however, no serious effort has so far been made to fully exploit this hundreds of billions dollar market either from private or public sector in Pakistan.

So much so, Pakistan could not organise even a high profile single country exhibition in USA in the past. The Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) had tried to hold a couple of such exhibitions in USA previously but they could not prove to be successful.

The credit of first ever serios effort to hold single country exhibition goes to a US based group of Pakistanis - Mamosa, which has announced to hold the largest ever Pak-US Expo where 550 stalls will display Pak products at Raritan Expo Centre, New Jersey, USA next year.
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Govt bans tent exports
*General Farooq says 42,000 dead, 67,000 injured 
* Asks world for tetanus vaccine 
* UN says not enough tents in the world for survivors 
* Access to quake-hit areas a huge challenge: WFP
ISLAMABAD: The government has banned the export of tents, as they are needed for earthquake victims, Maj Gen Farooq Ahmed Khan, federal relief commissioner, said on Tuesday.

Talking at his daily briefing at Prime Minister’s Secretariat, he said, “The government has taken some administrative measures to ensure that tents are provided to all the displaced people in earthquake-hit areas before the advent of winter. There are about 37 tent manufacturing factories in the Punjab with a capacity to produce 75,000 tents a day and their production will be diverted to the affected areas.”

He said the export ban was on winterised and non-winterised tents. “We need these tents, irrespective of their quality, as 200,000 houses have been destroyed by the quake and millions have been left homeless,” he said.
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Musharraf ready to open LoC to Kashmiris
* India welcomes proposals 
* President asks mobile companies to start service in Kashmir 
* Says tents to be provided in 3 weeks
MUZAFFARABAD: President General Pervez Musharraf said on Tuesday that Pakistan was ready to open the Line of Control dividing Kashmir, allowing Indian Kashmiris to come and join aid efforts in the quake-hit region. India welcomed the proposal.

“We will allow any amount of people coming across the Line of Control to meet their relatives and assist with the reconstruction effort,” Musharraf told reporters on a visit to Muzaffarabad. “We would like to open many other points. We will allow every Kashmiri to come across the Line of Control and assist in the reconstruction effort,” he said. 

He also proposed that the political leaders of both sides should interact to “assist each other with the reconstruction efforts”. “No formal proposal has been made to New Delhi. It is being put across through you,” Musharraf said, referring to the media. “The modalities of this need to be worked out... and we expect a response to be forthcoming from the Indian side.”
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Aziz forms cabinet body on quake
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on Tuesday formed a committee on earthquake reconstruction and rehabilitation to oversee and monitor the reconstruction and rehabilitation of the earthquake-hit areas.

To be chaired by the prime minister, the 14-member committee would help with the early completion of the reconstruction and rehabilitation process.

Committee members include the ministers of communications, education, foreign affairs, housing and works, health, industries and production, information and broadcasting, Kashmir Affairs and Northern Areas, labour and manpower, religious affairs, social welfare and water and power..

More…
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2005\10\19\story_19-10-2005_pg7_12 
DAILY TIMES 
October 19, 2005 

 ‘Quantum leap’ required to tackle growing water and power needs
LAHORE: A ‘quantum leap’ is required to tackle the country’s increasing water and power needs, said Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA) Chairman Tariq Hameed. Briefing an Administrative Staff College Lahore delegation in WAPDA House on Tuesday, he said WAPDA’s smaller water and power projects could only meet local requirements.

Tariq Hameed said Pakistan might face an acute water shortage in the future as sedimentation was depleting the existing storage capacity and population was increasing rapidly. He said Pakistan could store only 13 percent of the available water compared to the worldwide average 40 percent average storage capacity. He said that Tarbela, Mangla and Chashma would lose 34 percent of their capacity to sedimentation by 2010 and one mega reservoir would only replace the lost capacity. He said with 77 million acres of cultivatable land, Pakistan could bring 22.5 million acres of virgin land under cultivation with additional water.
More…
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2005\10\19\story_19-10-2005_pg7_17 
DAILY TIMES 
October 19, 2005 


Organisations donating relief goods: Total PARCO gave 100,000 Euros to PRCS


LAHORE: Government and non-government organisations’ efforts to distribute relief goods to earthquake victims in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), Northern Areas (NA) and NWFP continued on Tuesday. 

Many government departments, non-government organisations (NGOs), associations, trade unions, civil society groups, education and health institutions, political groups and parties, the business community and people from various walks of life collected funds, donations and relief goods for the affected people. 

LGES: All institutions under the Lahore Garrison Education System (LGES) donated Rs 1.5 million and 14 truckloads of relief goods for the earthquake victims, said LGES Chairman Major General (r) Muhammad Ashraf Chaudhry on Tuesday.
More…
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Rs 5.5b donated by private sector
ISLAMABAD: Dr Abdul Hafeez Sheikh, chairman of the cabinet committee set up to raise funds from the corporate sector for the earthquake relief, said on Tuesday that Rs 5.5 billion had so far been donated by 184 private companies, while another 700 companies were being asked to donate.

Giving a break down of the donations collected, he said that Rs 4,66 billion had been donated to the President’s Relief Fund and Rs 72.7 million to other relief funds, while relief goods worth Rs 737.13 million had also been donated. He said that the OICCI member companies had contributed Rs 810 million while members of the All Pakistan Textile Mills Association (APTMA) had contributed Rs 200 million and members of the Business Council had donated Rs 1 billion. Dr Hafeez appealed to the private sector to respond swiftly to the appeal for funds. 
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Pakistan among the 20 most corrupt
* Chad most corrupt, Iceland cleanest in the world
BERLIN: Sleaze watchdog Transparency International reported on Tuesday that Chad, Bangladesh, Turkmenistan and Myanmar were perceived as the most corrupt countries in the world, while Iceland was the cleanest.

Transparency International said in its annual report that serious levels of corruption existed in two thirds of the 159 countries surveyed, and that there was a clear link between poverty and corruption.

Half of the countries in the bottom 10 on the list were African countries, while those at the top were industrialised Asian and western countries, according to Berlin-based Transparency International.

The nations perceived as the most corrupt also rank among the world’s poorest, which shows how corruption and poverty feed off each other, according to the organisation’s 2005 Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI). 
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US will play no role in Kashmir, just ‘applaud from sidelines’
WASHINGTON: US Undersecretary of state Nicholas Burns said on Tuesday that while the US supported the “nascent rapprochement” between India and Pakistan, it planned to play no role in resolving the Kashmir issue, which he described as “so sensitive”.

Burns said it was best left to India and Pakistan to work together to resolve their differences. “We wish them well,” he added, stressing that there should be “no illusions” as to what the US could do, since India and Pakistan were proud nations with their own history and culture. They are “going their own way” and “we should applaud from the sidelines”. He repeated Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice’s assertion in New Delhi that the US had “de-hyphenated” its relations with India and Pakistan. In the past, Burns recalled, there was always pressure on Washington to “balance up” its dealings with the two countries. Pakistan, he declared, is a “very important country” and an “important ally” of the US in the global war against terrorism. Pakistan was also protecting the Pak-Afghan border to lend stability to the Karzai government in Kabul, he added. He said the US had extended military assistance to Islamabad, which included a certain number of F-16 aircraft. He described President Pervez Musharraf as a “strong friend of the US.”
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PC invites EoIs for NPCC sell-off

ISLAMABAD: The Privatiza-tion Commission has invited Expression of Interest from qualified strategic investors with experience in handling large power projects on turnkey basis or consortia preferably in partnership with financially sound Pakistani companies interested in acquiring 51% interest in the National Power Construction Corporation (NPCC), including management control. 

The NPCC is a leading power projects construction company of Pakistan with major operation in the Middle East/ Saudi Arabia.
The interested parties have been asked to send their EOIs along with brief company profile and the required non-refundable fee of Rs 50,000 not later than Oct 27. The parties with relevant credentials, which submit EOIs will be, dispatched a Request for Statement of Qualification (RSOQ) starting Oct 20.
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PACRA maintains ratings of PMCA


LAHORE: The Pakistan Credit Rating Agency (PACRA) has maintained the long-term and short-term ratings of the Pakistan Mobile Communications Limited at “AA” (double A minus) and “A1” (A One), respectively. These ratings denote a very low expectation of credit risk emanating from a very strong capacity for timely payment of final commitment, said a press statement from PACRA. staff report


More…
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Post-quake scenario: WEF helping restore telecom links
KARACHI: The World Economic Forum has started deploying wireless-based satellite solution for restoring the telecom links in the earthquake-hit region together with local companies and authorities believe it could take a few days to establish temporary telecom system in the northern parts of the country.

“The Disaster Resource Network (DRN) of the World Economic Forum (WEF) is working with the country’s IT and telecom ministry to restore telecom links in earthquake-struck areas,” said a senior official in the telecommunications ministry. “Wireless and satellite technology will play a vital role in such rescue operations as the affected locations are dispersed and road communications are only minimal.”

He said the earthquake had devastated an area in a radius of about 150 kilometres, which included cities, towns and villages.
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Post-quake scenario: NFC donates Rs 1b for victims

LAHORE: Maj-Gen Zafar Abbas (retd), chairman of the National Fertilizer Corporation, presented a cheque for one billion rupees to President Pervez Musharraf the other day on behalf of the NFC towards donation to the President’s Relief Fund. 

This is the highest amount donated by any public-sector organization in the country so far. General Pervez Musharraf, while receiving the cheque, praised the generosity of the NFC management and staff. staff report
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DHL expects robust sales growth in India

SINGAPORE: DHL, Deutsche Post’s express delivery and logistics arm, expects strong growth in Asia including continued double-digit revenue growth in India in coming years, the head of its Asian business said on Tuesday. 

Scott Price, DHL’s chief executive for Asia Pacific, told Reuters the group is eyeing more acquisitions in the region to boost growth. “We see very high levels of growth in the business (in India), well into the healthy double-digit growth levels,” Price said in an interview. 

In November 2004, DHL paid $163 million for a majority stake in Indian courier firm Blue Dart Express Ltd. as the country’s rocketing trade drives demand for freight and logistics services. 

 More…
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EU promises ‘generous’ assistance
LUXEMBOURG, Oct 18: European Union foreign ministers on Tuesday promised to help Pakistan rebuild northern areas of the country devastated by the recent earthquake. EU governments would be ”generous” in providing Islamabad with reconstruction assistance in addition to their immediate humanitarian aid response to the tragedy, British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw told reporters.

Mr Straw did not give any figures but earlier officials had said ministers were considering a grant of about 100 million euros to Pakistan. It was not clear, however, if this would be fresh assistance or a reorientation of the EU’s current 150 million euro annual aid programme for the country.

The most urgent need was to provide Pakistan with ”assistance in kind”, including winterised tents, Mr Straw said.
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Nato allies asked to increase quake aid
BRUSSELS, Oct 18: Nato urged member states on Tuesday to come forward with helicopters and specialised forces such as construction engineers and medics to boost alliance efforts to help victims of the Kashmir earthquake.

Nato aircraft began lifting aid supplies to airports in Pakistan last week. But the alliance wants to deploy dozens of helicopters to bring aid closer to victims and send in hundreds of personnel skilled in disaster relief work.

“Political approval of this is expected later this week,” Nato spokesman James Appathurai told a news briefing, referring to a possible meeting of Nato ambassadors on Friday to approve plans being formulated by the alliance’s military arm.

At least 41,000 people in Pakistan died in the quake, making it one of the most devastating tremors to hit South Asia in recorded history.

More…
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New fleet of helicopters coming: US admiral
ISLAMABAD, Oct 18: Some of the 13 US helicopters engaged in relief operations in earthquake-stricken areas may be withdrawn for maintenance but 20 more helicopters would arrive this week to join the work, the head of the US relief mission said here on Tuesday.

Rear Admiral Mike Le Fever told Dawn on return to the US Disaster Assistance Centre at Chaklala air base from a visit to quake-devastated areas that the new fleet of helicopters would be arriving from bases in the United States and Germany.

Most of the US helicopters now in operation were flown from Afghanistan.

Adm Fever said parts of a modern field hospital, to be placed in Muzaffarabad, have started arriving in Pakistan and the whole process was expected to be completed in four days. Five trucks will carry the parts from Karachi to Muzaffarabad.
More…
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Providing tents top priority, says Aziz
ISLAMABAD, Oct 18: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz has made it clear that there would be no permission to adopt children presently admitted to hospitals or those who have lost their parents.

Addressing parliamentarians at a briefing arranged at the Prime Minister’s Secretariat on Tuesday, the prime minister said after necessary treatment injured children are being kept in centres.

He lauded the unprecedented spirit demonstrated by the people of Pakistan in responding to the challenge and said it is because of our concerted efforts that the situation has started improving in the affected areas of Azad Kashmir and the NWFP.

Mr Aziz said provision of tents remains the top priority to provide temporary accommodation to the affected people ahead of approaching winter.
More…
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Aid continues to pour in
ISLAMABAD, Oct 18: International donors continued to fly in emergency relief assistance for quake victims on Tuesday bringing the total number of foreign aircraft landings at Chaklala airbase to 118.

A Royal Air Force cargo aircraft of Japan carrying two helicopters landed here at Chaklala airbase early Tuesday.

These choppers will join the expanding fleet of helicopters engaged in relief operations.

Two cargo aircraft of the United States carrying one helicopter, one vehicle, a six-member crew and six tons of blankets also arrived here. Norway sent a cargo aircraft with 45 tons of blankets, tents and food items.

A cargo plane from Iran carrying 32 tons of blankets and tents arrived here at the airbase. A cargo aircraft of Turkey carrying 22.73 tons of tents landed at the Chaklala airbase. Similarly, a chartered plane from Dubai carrying 39 tons of tents arrived here.

More…
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ADB to give $75m to Balochistan
QUETTA, Oct 18: The government of Balochistan and the Asian Development Bank will sign an agreement in Manila for improving the social sector programme in the province.

The bank will provide $75 million loan under the agreement.

A four-member team of the provincial government, led by Senior Minister for Planning and Development Maulana Abdul Wasay, would leave for Manila on Oct 21 to sign the accord.

The ADB is providing the loan for strengthening education, health, public health engineering and district governments under the power devolution plan.

NIGERIAN HELD: The Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) on Tuesday arrested a Nigerian national at the airport here on charges of smuggling drugs.

More…
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 ‘Destruction much more than shown’
LAHORE, Oct 18: Pakistan Red Crescent Society chairman Altaf M. Salim has said the magnitude of destruction caused by the earthquake is much worse than what is being shown on the television.

He was speaking after receiving a cheque for 100,000 euros from Total-Parco Pakistan chief executive officer Emmanuel Lawrenty for relief work in the quake affected areas here on Tuesday.

Mr Salim said proper teamwork and management were necessary for making the relief work effective and avoiding wastage of resources.

He said Pakistan Red Crescent was coordinating with the Punjab government and 10 Corps in Northern Areas for relief work in the affected areas. It had also decided to take over a field hospital set up by Belgians in Azad Kashmir and send a team of five doctors there. The hospital would remain operational as long as it was necessary.

More…
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WHO sends doctors to affected areas
PESHAWAR, Oct 18: The World Health Organization (WHO) on Tuesday sent 40 teams of medical specialists, surgeons and environment experts to the affected areas in Mansehra, Bagh and Muzaffarabad.

“WHO in collaboration with the ministry of health has sent 40 teams of surgeons and public health/environmental specialists to affected areas to help the needy people in the quake-affected areas,” said a WHO official.

A separate group of 100 students and 30 epidemiologists from Aga Khan University will be trained, he said.

Officials said that some 200 physicians from Karachi and Punjab were waiting to be sent to the affected areas.
More…
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KARACHI: More US relief goods to arrive: CG
KARACHI, Oct 18: The US Consul-General, Ms Mary H. Witt, has said that more relief goods from the United States will arrive for the earthquake victims. She was speaking at the handing over of heavy earth moving equipment to Pakistani authorities which arrived in a US Navy ship Pearl Harbour.

It may be noted that a US cargo ship Northern Light had ferried relief goods on Monday.

“All our efforts in Karachi today are to assist the people of Pakistan, the government of Pakistan in response to the terrible tragedy. What we can do to help you in your efforts we are committed to doing,” Ms Witt added.

She said that over 500 tons of equipment and supplies including blankets, food, water and medicines had been delivered so far.

More…
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Centre may cut PSDP fund for provinces: Earthquake impact
KARACHI, Oct 18: The provinces may lose a part of their federally-funded development programme in the current fiscal year as a first aftershock of the massive earthquake that destroyed Muzaffarabad and other regions in Azad Kashmir and Mansehra and Balakot in NWFP

Well-placed sources indicated a possible cut of Rs4 to 5 billion in the federally-funded development programme for the provinces in the current fiscal year. But the cut is not being applied directly in the name of earthquake. The federal government indicated that all those development schemes, which had not been approved by the Central Development Working Party (CDWP), would be dropped from the proposed Rs272 billion PSDP.

The next meeting of the CDWP is being held next Monday where a decision will be taken on the issue of slashing provincial developmental programmes. At stake for Sindh is three health-related major development schemes involving an outlay of over Rs2 billion.
More…
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Duty-free blanket import ‘to hit industry’
KARACHI, Oct 18: At a time when thousands of people of the quake-hit areas are in dire need of blankets, local blanket makers are not happy with the government’s decision of allowing duty-free import of blankets to meet the burgeoning demand for the quake victims.

They claimed that the current emergency requirement had been met, as the government, NGOs and relief organizations had collected more than 350,000 pieces of blankets, comforters, etc., from local manufacturers for the affected people.

They said that more than 150,000 blankets had so far reached the Chaklala airbase by special flights from Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Indonesia, Iran, Libya, Japan and other countries.

According to rough estimates, they said, the general public had donated more than 500,000 used/new blankets, comforters and other winter wrappings directly or through local relief camps and organizations.
More…
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Tax officials’ conferences
ISLAMABAD, Oct 18: Quarterly conferences of collectors of sales tax and federal excise, collectors of customs, commissioners of income tax (appeals), collectors (appeal) and regional commissioners of income tax, director generals and IT commissioners will be held from October 22 to 29.

An official announcement here on Tuesday stated that the conferences, to be headed by CBR Chairman M. Abdullah Yusuf, would review the performance of collectorates and commissionerates in the first quarter of the current financial year, future strategy for achieving the revenue targets.
More…
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ICCI seeks duty exemption
ISLAMABAD, Oct 18: The Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) has asked the Central Board of Revenue (CBR) to issue a notification allowing exemption from duty those contribution made through departments and organizations.

ICCI President Abdul Rauf said in a statement issued on Tuesday that the State Bank of Pakistan had issued a notification exempting from tax the amounts paid in the president’s relief fund.

The ICCI chief said that it was not clear whether the same exemption would be available on the amount contributed by various persons through their departments and corporations.
More…
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Input tax adjustment on bills allowed
ISLAMABAD, Oct 18: The Central Board of Revenue has allowed an adjustment of input tax by payphone, cellular phone, calling card companies and WLL service providers during the month in which bills are paid.

The decision was notified through a sales tax circular No 03 of 2005 issued here on Tuesday. According to the decision, for the purpose of input tax adjustment, utility bills were adjustable during the month in which the bills were paid.

Therefore, for calculating their net tax liability for a tax period, persons rendering or providing telecommunication services are required to make input tax adjustment on account of PTCL charges on the basis of bills paid during the same tax period.
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India asked to allow foreign relief agencies in held Kashmir
ISLAMABAD: The Special Committee of Parliament on Kashmir on Tuesday appealed to India to allow international organisations to carry out relief operations in the held Kashmir.

The meeting was presided over by chairman of the committee Chaudhry Hamid Nasir Chattha. Chairman Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front Yasin Malik also attended the meeting on special invitation.

The meeting decided that a parliamentary delegation along with relief goods should visit the occupied Kashmir to express solidarity with Kashmiris across the Line of Control. It was also decided that a parliamentary delegation would also visit Azad Jammu and Kashmir to see the relief works.

Later talking to media after the meeting, Yasin Malik lauded the Pakistanis for their help to the Kashmiris, in the wake of the colossal earthquake. He demanded of the Indian government to allow the rescue and relief operations by international community, in the held Kashmir.

More…
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Bush lauds world aid for tremors victims
WASHINGTON: President George Bush on Monday, hosting an Iftaar-dinner at the White House, said the world sees the spirit of assisting those in need, "that compassion of Islam," through the countless acts of kindness following the recent earthquake in South Asia.
He said the American people saw that spirit as they recovered from hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Bush quoted one Muslim leader saying: "It’s a national and Islamic obligation to assist one’s neighbors when they are in need."
Muslim diplomats and ambassadors from the Organization of the Islamic Conference were present at the Iftaar-dinner
Members of the Diplomatic Corps and American Muslim leaders also attended the Iftaar-dinner. Pakistan was represented, on the occasion, by Ambassador Jehangir Karamat.

More…
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Winning the hearts and minds of Pakistanis
The world community’s response to President Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz’s call for relief to the earthquake victims is a beam of light that has illuminated a dark scene. The other bright

spots are: the Pakistani national’s unity and patriotism; the government’s determination; and the army’s heroic relief and rescue effort to lessen the sufferings piled up by the monstrous calamity. Indeed, the world community has shown that it’s capable of transcending borders in pursuit of service to humankind. This should open the eyes of those sections that consider Pakistan’s isolation from the rest of the world as a symbol of Islamic faith. There are many lessons in this show of humanity’s triumph over narrow interests.

Globalization may have negative connotations for many who refuse to acknowledge the reality of shrinking of borders due mainly to the phenomenal development in the field of mass media and communication, with the internet being its flag-bearer

More…
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Kamal vows to wipe out corruption from govt offices
KARACHI: The City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal, has said that there was a general impression that no work could be accomplished at the Civic centre without greasing the palms of officialdom and this nuisance, he said, had to be eliminated.

People have completely lost faith in the officials even for legitimate matters. They thought that one had to bribe the officers for getting their work accomplished.

He said this while addressing the head of the departments of City District Government Karachi (CDGK) after assuming office at the Civic Centre on Tuesday.

Kamal said, regardless of all good and bad of the past, he wanted that now all resources and efforts be utilised to serve the masses and short- and long-term plans be chalked out for the betterment and development of Karachi.

More…
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APNS pledges Rs10m ad space for quake victims
KARACHI: The All-Pakistan Newspapers Society (APNS) will contribute advertisement space worth Rs10 million towards relief for the earthquake victims, states a press release of the Society.

The Executive Committee of the Society and the Standing Committee of the Council of Pakistan Newspaper Editors (CPNE), at their joint emergency meeting, expressed their profound grief over the casualties, destruction and loss of life and assets in Azad Kashmir, the Northern Areas, NWFP, and Islamabad.

The joint meeting chaired by Mir Shakil-ur-Rehman, President, APNS, offered Fateha for the journalists, reporters, and other innocent people who lost their lives in the earthquake and expressed their condolences on their demise.

More…
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Donations, relief goods pour in
KARACHI: The collection of donation and relief goods for the victims of earthquake continued on Tuesday and political party and various organisations sent teams of doctors and consignments of relief goods to the calamity-hit areas.

MUTTAHIDA: As many as 25 volunteers belonging to the Muttahida Qaumi Movement on Tuesday left for Rawalpindi to work in relief operation.

This team was seen off by Provincial Minister Culture and Sports, Qamar Mansoor and other Rabita Committee members. Mansoor while talking to newsmen said so far 600 volunteers have reached the affected areas and they are playing a vital role in rescue operation.

BMU: The Baqai Medical University (BMU) has announced that university’s 500-beded teaching Fatima Hospital has been converted into base hospital, where patients from quake-ravaged areas would be brought for treatment. The donations received from staff salary and earthquake fund is being handed over to the Sindh governor.
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More relief goods to arrive: US CG
KARACHI: The US Consul-General, Mary H Witt, said on Tuesday that more relief goods would arrive from the United States to assist Pakistan in relief work for the earthquake victims.

She was speaking at the handing over of heavy earthmoving equipment to the Pakistani authorities, which arrived in a US Navy ship ‘Pearl Harbour’ at the Karachi Port.

It may be noted here that a US cargo ship ‘Northern Light’ had ferried relief goods, including earthmoving equipment to support relief work in quake-hit areas in the NWFP and AJK. "All efforts in Karachi are to assist the people of Pakistan, the Government of Pakistan in response to terrible tragedy. What we can do to help you in your efforts we are committed to doing," Witt added.

She said that so far over 500 tonnes of equipment and supplies, including blankets, food, water and medicines have been delivered to Pakistan.

More…
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SECP registers 319 companies in September
KARACHI: The Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) registered 319 companies during September 2005 compared to 236 companies registered during the corresponding period of the previous year, reflecting a 35 per cent increase.

Of the registered entities, 309 were limited by shares comprising six public unlisted companies, 287 private companies and 16 single member companies. Besides, six non-profit associations, one foreign company, one company limited by guarantee, one trade organisation and one private unlimited company were also registered.

The Company Registration Office (CRO) in Lahore registered the highest number of 117 companies, followed by CROs in Karachi, Islamabad and Peshawar that registered 106, 70 and 16 companies, respectively.

CROs in Faisalabad and Multan registered four companies each while in Quetta and Sukkur one company each was registered.

More…
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Domestic funding for quake relief touches Rs5.5bn: Hafeez
ISLAMABAD: The Cabinet Committee on Fund Raising from Business Community for Earthquake Relief (FRFBCFER) has so far received Rs5.5 billion from 184 business groups for earthquake relief while more than 700 business groups contacted by the Committee are in the process to respond in this regard.

Dr Abdul Hafeez Shaikh Federal Minister for Privatisation & Investment who is also Chairman of the Cabinet Committee on FRFBCFER, constituted by the Prime Minister, said in a statement issued here today.

He said that 947 companies, business chambers, sectoral associations, forums, overseas Pakistanis and Pakistani Missions were approached by the FRFBCFER secretariat, which would further increase the volume of the donations.

Giving an update on the break up of the funding as on October 18, 2005, Dr Abdul Hafeez Shaikh informed that Rs4, 664. 84 million has been raised for the President’s Fund, Rs72.7 million to other relief funds and the contributions in kind were worth Rs737.13 million.
More…
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Islamic leaders must denounce terrorism.
Washington (afp) - US President George W Bush on Monday called on “all responsible Islamic leaders” to denounce terrorism as he hosted diplomats from Muslim populations as well as US Muslim leaders.
“I believe the time has come for all responsible Islamic leaders to denounce an ideology that exploits Islam for political ends and defiles your noble faith,” he said as he held a Muslim meal and prayer at the White House.
The remarks came at an Iftar dinner during the Islamic holy month of Ramadan.
“I am grateful to the Muslim nations that have joined our coalition in the war on terror, including many nations that have been victims of terror themselves,” said Bush. “We must be very clear about the enemies we face, the killers who take the lives of innocent men, women, and children are followers of a violent ideology very different from the religion of Islam,” said the president.
More…
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More relief donations for quake victims
KARACHI - US-Pakistan Business Council an affiliated body of US Chamber of Commerce has arranged donation of more than US$ 7 million for direct financial support of the earthquake victims in Pakistan.

UBL has extended its business hours during Ramazan up to 3.00 pm to receive donations to the ‘President’s Relief Fund for Earthquake Victims-2005. UBL has established collection accounts for the President’s Relief Fund at all branches nation wide. Donations to the Fund are exempt from Income Tax. 

HBL has reopened its branch at Bagh, Azad Kashmir. The branch will function on a daily basis and will provide all banking services. This is part of Habib Bank’s efforts to bring normalcy back to the earthquake-affected areas.
In order to provide maximum opportunity to donors for depositing contributions towards the ‘President’s Relief Fund for Earthquake Victims’, Habib Bank has given directives to 192 branches to extended timings till 3:00 pm daily (Except Fridays) during the month of Ramadan. 
More…
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Power demand to grow by 2000 MW a year in Pakistan
LAHORE - Electricity demand in Pakistan is set to grow by 2000-MW a year during 2005-2010. To cope with this growth in demand, Pakistan would require a substantial investment to strengthen the transmission system, to evacuate the power generated by additional power plants, and supply electricity to meet the growing demand.

Asian Development Bank has made this assessment in its report on Power Transmission Enhancement Project, funded by the Japan Special Fund, to estimate future power requirements and funding for Pakistan.

An ADB fact-finding mission visited Pakistan from 31 May to 9 June 2005, and reached an understanding with the Government on the objective, scope, cost, financing, implementation arrangements, and the consultants’ outline terms of reference for the project preparation for technical assistance (PPTA).
More…
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IMF hails anti-money laundering legislations
ISLAMABAD (October 19 2005): Pakistan's economic policies particularly of the anti-money laundering legislations are good and comparatively better than neighbouring countries, said the Managing Director International Monetary Fund (IMF) Rodrigo de Rato here on Tuesday.

Praising the economic progress of Pakistan, he said, that Pakistan is today economically strong and stable. He said that rising inflation needed to be controlled through good monetary policies.

He further said that IMF is encouraged due to changes in the tax structure, policies of liberalisation, deregulation, privatisation pursued by the government and financial sector reforms.
He stated this while leading a six-member IMF delegation held discussions with Pakistan economic team led by Adviser to Prime Minister on Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs and Statistics Dr Salman Shah here on Tuesday. 

More…
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President launches fresh appeal for global help
Tuesday made a fresh call on the world community to help his quake-devastated country in the "most difficult" task of reconstruction and rehabilitation.

In a nation-wide broadcast, Musharraf spelled out plans to rehabilitate children who have become orphans, women who have become widows and mountain dwellers, who lost their homes and businesses.

The address to the nation was his second since the October 8 quake.

Pledging to carry out reconstruction and rehabilitation in the earthquake-affected areas on modern lines, Musharraf appealed to the world to strengthen Pakistan's hands in rebuilding millions of lives and destroyed infrastructure in NWFP and Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK).
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July-August industrial output up by 6.53 percent
ISLAMABAD (October 19 2005): The industrial sector growth in large-scale manufacturing items increased by 6.53 percent during first two months of the current fiscal year as compared to the same period of last year.

According to sources, out of major 39 large scale industrial items, 25 registered handsome increases in the production while 13 showed minor decrease during July-August 2005-06.

The production of sugar was not calculated due to off-season. According to data collected by Ministry of Industries and Production, production of cotton cloth increased by 6.46 percent, cotton cloth (non-mill sector) 31.96 percent, cotton yarn 7.12 percent, paper and board sector 6.53 percent, fertiliser sector 9.88 percent, urea 4.99 percent, phosphoric fertiliser 17.89 percent, soda ash 9.57 percent, cement 9.78 percent, motor tyres 1.52 percent, and bicycles 13.18 percent.
More…
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'Conducive investment climate in Karachi'
MUZAFFARABAD, Oct 19 (APP): A Data Bank would be established in Azad Jammu and Kashmir to assess the extent of loss of human lives and the colossal damage to the property and infrastructure caused by devastating earthquake.
This decision was taken at a meeting held under the chairmanship of Chief Secretary, Azad Kashmir, Kashif Murtaza here Wednesday.
Secretaries Azad Kashmir, Commissioner Rehabilitation Saleem Bismal and others attended the meeting. Relief   Incharge, Major Tahir Iqbal, on behalf of Secretary Forest, Director General Environment Major Iftikhar from the Punjab were also present on the occasion.
The AJK government also directed all the concerned departments to provide details to the bank so that a data could be prepared for early reconstruction and rehabilitation of the affected people of AJK
More…
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US sends field hospital to Pakistan for quake affectees
MUZAFFARABAD, Oct 19 (APP): A Data Bank would be established in Azad Jammu and Kashmir to assess the extent of loss of human lives and the colossal damage to the property and infrastructure caused by devastating earthquake.
This decision was taken at a meeting held under the chairmanship of Chief Secretary, Azad Kashmir, Kashif Murtaza here Wednesday.
Secretaries Azad Kashmir, Commissioner Rehabilitation Saleem Bismal and others attended the meeting. Relief   Incharge, Major Tahir Iqbal, on behalf of Secretary Forest, Director General Environment Major Iftikhar from the Punjab were also present on the occasion.
The AJK government also directed all the concerned departments to provide details to the bank so that a data could be prepared for early reconstruction and rehabilitation of the affected people of AJK.
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Sikh community of New York donates $50,000 towards relief fund
WASHINGTON, Oct 18 (APP)- The Sikh community of New York has donated $50,000 towards the President's Relief Fund for earthquake affectees.

The Sikh community said it was time for all well wishers to unite and contribute generously towards a national cause, and extend all the help to mitigate the sufferings of earthquake hit people. "We will not be lacking in our determination to do whatever we can at this time of dire need of fellow Pakistnis," they added.

The community has made the donation to Pakistan Muslim League USA chapter in a relief collection drive.  The campaign is being run by PML leaders Malik Sikandar Aziz, Afzal Gulbahar, Raja Mushtaq, Ehsanul Haq, Raja Sarwar and Malik Shahid.  In a statement, Sikandar Aziz thanked the Sikh community.
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Rehabilitation of quake affectees to take 10 years: Shaukat
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz has said entire recovery and rehabilitation operation could take five to ten years requiring five billion dollars.

Addressing the special session of AJK Council at Prime Minister Secretariat here Monday, he said a comprehensive plan has been chalked out to involve all agencies in the relief and reconstruction process in the quake affected areas. 

Expressing the commitment to turn the great devastation of earthquake into an opportunity for development the Prime Minister said the federal government has provided leadership in the aftermath of the earthquake and has mounted its largest relief efforts ever.
More…
