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Coca Cola pledges $2 million for quake victims
ISLAMABAD (October 13 2005): Senate Chairman Mohammedmian Soomro on Wednesday appreciated the immediate response of the world community for extending financial and logistic support to Pakistan to meet this crisis.

He was talking to Muhtar Kent, group president and Ahmet C. Bozer, division president of Coca Cola, who called on him here.

They expressed grief and sorrow over the loss of precious human lives due to Saturday's severe earthquake in different parts of the country.

Soomro informed them about the relief activities being carried out by the government and other organisations in quake-hit areas.
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'Quake not to affect GDP growth'
ISLAMABAD (October 13 2005): Adviser to the Prime Minister on Finance Dr Salman Shah has said that Saturday's earthquake would not affect country's GDP growth rate. Talking to a private TV channel on Wednesday, he said after some time economic activities would continue in the shape of construction of houses and rehabilitation of business.

The PM's adviser expressed the hope that construction of houses, schools and rehabilitation of business would also generate job opportunities.

To a question, Salman said it was early to say that how much international community has donated for earthquake-affected people.
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World Bank to provide $3 billion for power project in 5 years
FAISALABAD (October 13 2005): World Bank will provide three billion dollars over the next five years to Pakistan for implementing a nation wide 'Electricity Distribution and Transmission Improvement Project' to increase efficiency, reliability and quality of electricity supply by supporting reductions in overall technical and commercial losses, increased availability of electricity, and improved voltage.

According to an official source, this project also aims to support power sector reform and investment planning and financing through technical assistance.

The project will be launched next year in areas of Faisalabad Electricity Supply Company (Fesco), Gujranwala Electricity Supply Company (Gesco), Hyderabad Electricity Supply Company (Hesco), Islamabad Electricity Supply Company (Iesco), Lahore Electricity Supply Company (Lesco); Multan Electricity Supply Company (Mesco), Peshawar Electricity Supply Company (Pesco), Quetta Electricity Supply Company (Qesco), Tribal Area Electricity Supply Company (Tesco).
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Relief efforts being stepped up: Musharraf
ISLAMABAD, Oct 10: There will be no negative financial impact of the devastating earthquake on the budget and the government will achieve its 3.8 per cent GDP fiscal deficit target set for 2005-06, claimed a senior government official.

“In absolute numbers our Rs285 billion fiscal deficit, which is 3.8 per cent of GDP, will be achieved without any serious problem,” said Economic Adviser to the Ministry of Finance Dr Ashfaque Hasan Khan.

He told Dawn on Monday that the additional expenditure being incurred on quake relief effort will be met from the budget. The government has so far announced Rs5 billion for the earthquake victims and that some more money could be made available in this behalf, he said.

More…
http://www.dawn.com/2005/10/13/top4.htm 
DAWN 
October 13, 2005 
By Qudssia Akhlaque and Amir Wasim


US promises more copters, equipment
ISLAMABAD, Oct 12: US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on Wednesday assured full assistance of the US government in the earthquake relief effort, announcing that her country would provide more helicopters and equipment for opening blocked roads and removing debris in inaccessible areas.

Talking to reporters at the PM House after holding separate meetings with President Gen Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz during her brief stay in Islamabad, the US secretary of state said that her country was already providing financial and logistic support to Pakistan in the rescue effort, and it would continue its cooperation in the reconstruction of the devastated areas.

Accompanied by Foreign Minister Khurshid Kasuri, Ms Rice said that responding to the urgent needs of Pakistan, the US had already provided “immediate cash and logistic support” to the country.
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UN to seek more aid for victims
UNITED NATIONS, Oct 12: The “Flash Appeal” of $272 million issued by the United Nations on Tuesday was only the initial appeal and it would be revised and upgraded as need arises, a UN official said on Wednesday.

The Chief of Staff to the Undersecretary-General of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Hamsjoerg Strohmeyer, told reporters at a briefing in New York that the UN officials and agencies on ground would continue to assess the needs of some one million people who are in acute need of assistance.

Mr Strohmeyer said that in response to the flash appeal almost a $100 million had been pledged so far by several member states and more pledges are expected.

Responding to a question he said that the pledges received by the United Nations are separate from the bilateral commitments made to Pakistan by member states.
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Govt sees no major financial impact: Earthquake devastation
LAHORE, Oct 12: Pakistan’s finance managers insist that the devastation caused by Saturday’s earthquake will have no negative impact on the economy or budgetary targets. Independent economists just do not agree, although, they say, it is difficult to tell the exact extent of the impact of the tragedy at this point in time.

“It is difficult to tell the extent of the likely impact of the earthquake on the economy as we don’t yet know the exact magnitude of the damage, and how much will rehabilitation and reconstruction effort cost,” says economist Dr Faisal Bari. “But the colossal tragedy will definitely affect economy and the government’s budgetary targets.”

The unprecedented earthquake is reported to have killed more than 40,000 people so far, and rendered more than 2.5 million homeless, razing the entire cities to the ground in the NWFP and Azad Jammu & Kashmir. Thousands, including women and children, are yet to be rescued from the debris of the collapsed buildings
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Banks asked to resume work in quake-hit areas


KARACHI, Oct 12: The State Bank wants commercial banks to resume their normal operations in the earthquake-hit areas -— Muzaffarabad and Mansehra —quickly and has sought a security protection from the government.

After getting reports that rescue and relief operations have picked up in Azad Kashmir and many areas have opened up, the State Bank has despatched its managing director to Muzaffarabad where he held a meeting with area chiefs of the commercial banks and also with the authorities on Wednesday.

The resumption of banking operations will provide money to account-holders in Azad Kashmir so that they could plan to reconstruct their houses and do something for their livelihood.
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Rice assures continued US assistance
ISLAMABAD: On a whistle stop unscheduled visit on Wednesday, US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice spent about three hours in Pakistan and called on President Pervez Musharraf, Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz and also held discussions with Foreign Minister Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri.

Expressing solidarity with Pakistan at a time when the nation was devastated by an earthquake, Rice told reporters: "We will be with you in your hour of need. We will be with you not just today but also tomorrow."

Rice conveyed deep shock and grief of the US government to Pakistani leaders over the tragic loss of life and property caused by the devastating earthquake. She assured full cooperation and assistance by the US government to Pakistan in the relief and rehabilitation efforts.
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Bush thanks India for quake aid to Pakistan
WASHINGTON: US President George W Bush offered condolences to Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh over the Indians killed in the earthquake, offered assistance in rescue efforts and praised Delhi for offering aid to hard-hit Pakistan.

Speaking to reporters on Wednesday, the White House spokesman Scott McClellan said, "The president called Prime Minister Singh to extend our condolences over those who lost their lives in the earthquake."

McClellan continued, "The president offered to support India’s relief and recovery efforts, and noted that a USAID team is in India assessing needs and what help we might be able to provide." The president also praised Prime Minister Singh for reaching out to Pakistan and offering assistance."
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WB to raise loan commitment to $40m
Japan to send troops, ’copters, transport planes; WHO warns measles, other diseases could spread quickly among survivors
NEW YORK: The World Bank announced on Tuesday to raise its initial loan commitment to Pakistan to $40 million. This amount could run to hundreds of millions in the longer term, the bank said.

The World Bank also said it was scrambling teams of disaster reconstruction experts to help in rebuilding the shattered areas. Millions of people need, in the very short term, to see some supporting structures being put into place, even if these are temporary, the bank said.

The bank’s initial funding will be redirected from projects in the NWFP and Azad Jammu and Kashmir and amount to about $40 million.
Meanwhile Japan said on Wednesday it would send military helicopters, transport planes, and soldiers to Pakistan to distribute aid and evacuate victims of the earthquake.
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Donations continue to pour in for quake relief
KARACHI: Local and multinational companies along with their employees and business partners continued extending relief in cash and kind to the unfortunate victims of the earthquake that has devastated the northern areas of Pakistan.

While major cash contributions were going to the President’s Relief Fund, truckloads of food, essential supplies, tents, medicines and clothes were being shipped directly to the affected areas.

BP commits $1m through Unicef, Red Cross: Global multinational BP Plc has committed $1 million to support Pakistan disaster relief efforts. The donation will be made through the BP Foundation, and Unicef and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies will administer it.
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‘Better coordination needed for effective relief effort’
KARACHI: Chairman Habib Bank Limited Sultan Allana has said that better coordination is very much needed in the earthquake-ravaged areas of Azad Kashmir and NWFP so that the relief effort launched by the government reaches the people who need it the most.

As the first high ranking individual from the corporate sector to visit the earthquake affected areas, Allana said that his visit was an eye-opener in many respects and that the experiences there had strengthened his resolve to do more for the people of that area "who are in dire need of help."

Allana said that a more coordinated effort was needed so that there is no confusion and duplication. He said that one way to do this would be to identify key NGOs - both local and foreign, that are at the centre of relief operations and then concentrate on working with them.
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Rice pledges full support in rebuilding
ISLAMABAD - US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, who reached here Wednesday on an unscheduled short visit, assured the top Pakistani leadership of United States and the international community’s help in rebuilding Pakistan.

The top US official held separate meetings with President General Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz during a two-hour stopover in Islamabad.

After her meeting with Prime Minister Aziz, she told reporters that the Bush administration had formed a special task force to examine what could be done to help Pakistan.

However, she said the devastation was extraordinary and the international community would have to be mobilised to help with ongoing rescue and relief efforts.

More…
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List of needed medicines
ISLAMABAD - The Civil Society Organisations have developed a list of 66 emergency medicines and medical supplies required in disaster situations.
The list has been sent to various government and non-government donor organisations for procurement.

The list has been prepared by The Network for Consumer Protection after collecting the requirements from different medical camps and hospitals in the disaster-hit areas. The Network has urged individuals and organisations, who want to donate medicines to the hospitals and camps, to keep focus on these emergency medicines rather than donating unnecessary supplies.
More…
