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Strict measures urged to check IPR violations, Rs 66 billion revenue loss likely in 5 years
KARACHI (October 04 2005): Pakistan in the next five years is likely to forgo around Rs 66 billion in taxes and lose 8900 job opportunities if stringent measures to check infringement of intellectual property rights are not taken on priority basis.

Giving an overview on the IPR to a delegation of European Union economic and commercial counsellors, headed by British Deputy High Commissioner Hamish Daniel during its visit to Overseas Investors Chamber of Commerce and Industry (OICCI) on Monday Hans Dewaele, country manager Proctor and Gamble Pakistan and Chairman of OICCI subcommittee on IPR said that in addition to the loss of revenue there would be reluctance on the part of foreign investors to come to Pakistan and risk their investments.
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Rapid growth of telecom sector appreciated
LAHORE (October 04 2005): Punjab Governor Lieutenant General Khalid Maqbool (Retd) on Monday said the telecommunication sector had attained rapid growth in the country due to progressive policies of President Pervez Musharraf.

While addressing a seminar arranged by the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) on the topic of 'Development of Telecommunication sector in Punjab here on Monday, the governor said due to growth in telecommunication sector, people of Pakistan were enjoying modern telecommunication facilities.
Among others PTA Chairman Major General Shahzada Alam (Retd), Parliamentary Secretary Dr Firdous, Principal Banking College PU Professor Dr Khawaja Amjad Saeed, Senior Executive Vice-President PTA Muhammad Yousaf, Chief Executive of Worldcall Salman Taseer, former Chairman LSE Group Captain Naeem A Khan (Retd) also spoke on the occasion.
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Cellular phone emerges fastest growing sector in region


LAHORE (October 04 2005): Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) Chairman Major General Shahzada Alam Malik (Retd) has said cellular phone sector of Pakistan was the fastest growing sector in this region, and in terms of percentage of users/subscribers the growth was even better than China and India.

In China, there are 300 million subscribers while its population is many times higher than this figure, he said while talking to a select group of senior journalists here on Sunday night. So, percentage wise Pakistan growth was far better than China, he added.

"Since last three months, we have been selling around 1.5 million connections per month while in India the figure is two million per month, which in actual terms, is not more than 1.5 to 1.8 million while its population is seven times higher than Pakistan."
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F-16 deal to be referred to Congress soon

WASHINGTON, Oct. 3: The US administration is ready to seek congressional approval for selling F-16 aircraft to Pakistan and a formal request may be sent to Congress later this month, diplomatic sources told Dawn. The sources said that a major announcement about the proposed sale may be made next week. 
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Investors seek third country arbitration: Hydropower projects
ISLAMABAD, Oct 3: International investors have asked Pakistan to provide third country arbitration and sovereign guarantees for $1.6 billion buyer’s credit required for the construction of 969-mw Neelum-Jhelum hydropower projects in Azad Kashmir, it is learnt.

The new conditions had raised many questions in the federal government whether a second attempt to award contract for the development of one of the most strategically crucial projects would be successful to protect Pakistan’s priority rights over river Jhelum, a senior government official told Dawn on Monday.

Technical and financial proposals for the development of the project to be received by October 22 through an international competitive bidding would be opened later this month under the original schedule. 
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Challenges ahead of Pakistan: Dr Ishrat
TORONTO, Oct 3: State Bank Governor Dr Ishrat Husain has cautioned that while Pakistan has clearly emerged as one of the top ten reformers in the world, the road ahead of it is ‘arduous and torturous’.

“The imperatives of globalized economy demand that we should remain agile, dynamic and capable of competing with the rest of the world while taking care that one third of Pakistan’s population living below the poverty line is uplifted,” he said while speaking at a dinner of Canada-based Pakistani Professionals Forum (PFF) here the other day. The dinner was attended among others by Pakistani High Commissioner for Canada Shahid Malik, Consul General Ghalib Iqbal and Wajid Ali Khan, a member of Canada’s House of Commons. Also present on the occasion was Syed Ali Raza, President of National Bank of Pakistan who too delivered a lecture on banking reforms in Pakistan. 
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Knitwear exports to US remain sluggish
KARACHI, Oct 3: Growth in knitwear exports to the US after the removal of quotas from January 2005 remained sluggish as compared to China, India and Bangladesh which registered a manifold increase during the same period.

According to a study carried out by a textile body, the growth in Pakistan’s knitwear exports to the US was the slowest as compared to these countries which are main competitors in textile exports.

A fast running category 338 (men’s upper) during the period under review recorded a growth of 21.74 per cent, whereas exports from China of this category scrambled by 1,241.03 per cent. Similarly, exports of this category from India registered a rise of 117.43 per cent and Bangladesh 232.19 per cent. 
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Saudi traders urged to invest in Pakistan
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is offering vast opportunities for investment. It offers liberal, conducive and profit-earning environment to investors to exploit these opportunities and make maximum investment in the country, said Waseem Haqqie, chairman Board of Investment (BOI) in a statement on Monday. 

Speaking at the Saudi-Pak Investment Forum held at the Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and Industry, he said, “the government was committed to facilitating businessmen to encourage investment.” It had introduced a number of reforms in the investment sector, removing all hurdles and was providing maximum facilities to businessmen.
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US opinion on Pakistani democracy remains divided
WASHINGTON: Opinion remains divided in Washington whether to press for a quick restoration of democracy in Pakistan or whether to accept that military-guided rule is needed to fight instability and extremism, says a newly updated report by the Congressional Research Service (CRS).

According to CRS, “There is a debate among analysts over the exigency of this issue. Some observers urge patience, contending that a ‘true’ democratic system will require time and that ‘military-guided’ governance is required in an unstable setting and to deter extremist political influences. Others argue that Pakistan’s underdeveloped democracy and rule of law are themselves a central cause of the country’s instability.”
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US asks CBR to tighten container traffic security

KARACHI: The United States of America Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has asked the Central Board of Revenue, Pakistan to tighten its grip on the security issues related with the export and import of containers.

"The DHS has officially approached CBR for the first time to come out with final word about the security matters related with the container traffic between Pakistan and USA," sources in CBR said on Monday.

The Pakistani authorities for the last two years have not been able to decide how to proceed to comply with the American security standards under DHS. "They have still not decided which government department will be responsible for the implementation of DHS standards," sources said.
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Copyrights laws in the offing


ISLAMABAD: Five ordinances are being drafted to curb copyrights violations in the country: Trade Marks Ordinance 2001, Registered Lay out Designs Ordinance 2000, Pakistan Penal Code, Copy Rights Ordinance 1962 and Patents Ordinance 2000.

Intellectual Property Organization Pakistan has chalked out a program to persuade the violators to leave the present course. United States of America, European Union and other countries of the world including India have communicated their resentment over the violation of intellectual property rights.
Since Pakistan is the signatory to the protocol of intellectual right under the World Trade Organization, it is obligatory for it to stop the violation of the protocol on its soil. Shahid Rahim Sheikh, the member custom, has confirmed his department has been made responsible of the foreign trade of the pirated products. The custom authorities have been directed to confiscate all such items.
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Enforcement of IPR to boost investment
KARACHI: A delegation of the EU economic and commercial counselors led by Hamish Daniel, British Deputy High Commissioner was briefed about the issues related to trade-marks, copyrights, counterfeit and patents by the members of the Overseas Investors Chamber of Commerce and Industry (OICCI) here on Monday.

The OICCI said that the government has recently established much awaited Intellectual Property Organization of Pakistan covering segments of intellectual property rights.

It was further pointed out that compliance with requirements of international law for the protection of intellectual property is important to avoid trade sanction that can have an economic impact on trade far beyond the boundaries of intellectual property industries.
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Cell phone subscribers' network expands to 17m
LAHORE - Surprising the policy makers, the mobile phones customer base in Pakistan has rapidly expanded to 17 million by September 30, 2005, against the projection of 15 million by December this year.


In June 2003, the mobile phones number stood at 5.02 million, which expanded to 12 million by June 2004 and further increased to 17 million by September this year.
This showed the fastest growth in the telecom sector in Pakistan when compared to the performance of telecom sectors in the regional countries. 


Chairman Pakistan Telecommunication Authority Shahzada Alam Malik disclosed this in a brief talk with the newsmen on Sunday night. 

More…
http://www.nation.com.pk/daily/oct-2005/4/bnews3.php 
THE NATION
October 4, 2005 

Pakistan asks US to suspend textile tariffs

ISLAMABAD, Sept 8: Pakistan on Thursday claimed that even without mediation it was playing a “very positive role” towards the amicable settlement of Iran’s nuclear row with the International Atomic Energy Agency, three major European countries and the United States. Foreign Office spokesman Naeem Khan told Dawn: “We are asking all parties concerned — Iran, the European Union and the US — to resolve the issue within the framework of the IAEA.”

He said the Iranian leadership had appreciated the role being played by Pakistan.

Asked if Pakistan was contemplating mediation on the issue, he said: “That depends on the parties concerned, if they are interested,” indicating that so far Pakistan had not been formally approached by any party.
More…


