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US says it is boosting aid for quake victims
WASHINGTON: The US is continuing to boost its aid for victims of last month’s earthquake despite increasing reports of donor fatigue in the disaster, a US State Department official said on Wednesday.

Washington recently added $50 million to the $106 million already allocated or spent for relief, reconstruction and airlifts, said Anthony Wayne, US assistant secretary of state for economic and business affairs.

Private American donors have put up another $43 million for relief, and US business leaders, including the heads of Citicorp, Xerox, Pfizer, General Electric and the former head of the United Parcel Service (UPS), will lead an effort to raise relief funds and supplies from the US private sector, Hess said. “While our focus is on keeping people warm and healthy and getting them shelter again, we’re at the same time preparing for after the winter, when we can really start rebuilding,” Wayne said.
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330 MW Kishanganga Hydropower Project: Pakistan to make a last ditch effort
* India’s ‘lack of cooperation’ forcing Pakistan to seek arbitration
ISLAMABAD: A water experts’ team from Pakistan, led by Mr Syed Jamaat Ali Shah of the Pakistan Commission on Indus Water, is all set to leave for India on November 7 to make one last attempt to resolve the issue regarding the controversial Kishanganga Hydropower Project, a senior government official told Daily Times.

The team will also conduct the site visit during their five-day visit. “This will be the last attempt by Pakistan to solve the dispute bilaterally at PCIW level and India’s failure to allay Pakistan’s concerns on the project would leave Pakistan no choice but to move the World Bank. Pakistan will seek the appointment of neutral experts as with the Baglihar Hydropower Project.
As a first step, Indian and Pakistani government would have to agree on neutral experts within one month, barring which the aggrieved party would move the neutral experts on its own.
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India-Pakistan ties: ‘Cultural cooperation’ is still a myth
ISLAMABAD: For three months now, Pakistan and India have failed to make any headway with the proposed enhancement in “cultural cooperation” and have not increased the flow of pilgrims and shrine-visitors across the border, Daily Times has learnt. “We have not received any suggestions from India, nor have we forwarded our suggestions to them. Neither side has yet identified any new holy destination for pilgrims,” an official of the Culture Ministry said. Pakistan and India agreed in principle to increase the number of shrines pilgrims were permitted to visit and as laid out in the 1974 Bilateral Protocol on Visits to Religious Shrines. The decision was made during a two-day meeting in July this year. 

The talks were held as part of the composite dialogue going on between the two countries. Nina Ranjan, the Indian minister for culture, led the Indian delegation, while Jalil Abbas, the secretary culture, led the Pakistani delegation during the two-day talks.
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President warned of another attack
ISLAMABAD: Intelligence agencies have warned the government that banned jihadi outfits are planning to make another assassination attempt on President General Pervez Musharraf. 

According to intelligence reports submitted to the Interior Ministry, the Lashker-e-Jhangvi and Jamiatul Furqan (formerly Jaish-e-Mohammad) are trying to “cultivate” a relative of the president who is not on good terms with him or against his policies, sources told Daily Times. The report says if this scheme fails, the terrorist groups, which have so far been unable to penetrate the tight security around Gen Musharraf, could target close relatives or friends of the president.

In light of the intelligence reports, the Interior Ministry has asked the home secretaries of the four provinces and the chief commissioner of Islamabad to collect the particulars of the close relatives and friends of the president and submit them to the ministry, the 
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Indo-US deal under fire in Senate
WASHINGTON: That the July 18 nuclear deal between India and the United States is in trouble in Congress was proved once again on Wednesday when a panel of top experts and key senators expressed serious reservations about the deal which they see as a setback to worldwide nonproliferation efforts and a reversal of a 50-year old US policy on nuclear proliferation.

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee hearing follows a similar hearing held by its House of Representatives counterpart last month at which the July 18 deal also came under fire. 

Sen Richard Lugar pointed out that while the July 18 joint statement by President George Bush and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh refers to India as a “responsible state with advanced nuclear technology,” India has not signed the NPT and developed its nuclear arsenal in conflict with the goals of the treaty. 
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Death toll may rise further, says Foreign Office
ISLAMABAD: The death toll from the October 8 earthquake may rise further, the Foreign Office said on Thursday. Official reports say that 73, 276 people have died so far. Foreign Office spokeswoman Tasnim Aslam said that the current toll was not final. “As we reach out to the remote areas, more bodies are being discovered,” she said. “In many areas, the rubble has not yet been removed.” The spokeswoman said that around 45 percent of the quake-affected people have not yet been reached. “We estimate that 3.5 million people have been left homeless by the quake. Forty thousand tents have been delivered, and we are still short of at least 200,000. These are not sufficient to provide shelter to all victims,” Aslam said. “We are looking for alternate arrangements. We are distributing tent sheets to those who have refused to come down from the mountains, and are trying to provide them food.” Aslam said that the relief donations have been encouraging. “The real problem is the transmission of the pledges and the transfer of money.” She said that the UN was concerned about the lack of funds for relief work. “The UN has been issuing dire warnings. They have told us that they might have to 
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KARACHI: Online banking huge disappointment


The use of Automated Teller Machine (ATM) has increased manifold in Pakistan in the past five years, but account holders are still facing troubles with the ATM like seizing of their cash and cards.

Most common complaints of customers are absence of cash in the machine, seizure of ATM card and out-of-order network. 

Ahead of Eid when people are mostly in need of ready money they face difficulty in getting money from ATM. Several ATMs in the city have been out of order for the past several days or there is no cash in the machine.

“Everyone is trying to withdraw Rs 15,000 cash at a time, but machines have a limited amount ,” said a banker. The demand for cash increases by over 100 percent during Ramazan and Eid, he added.
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Commercial banks may go for debt instruments or mergers
KARACHI: Most of the banks with medium or little capital strength are likely to utilise option of launching corporate debt instruments or go for mergers to fulfil the condition of Rs 6 billion paid up capital imposed by the central bank last month. 

In last one year the corporate debt market saw a growth of listings of new debt instruments, reflecting in part, expectations of a rise in interest rates. The fiscal year 2005 saw listings of 12 debt instruments worth approximately Rs 15.5 billion, in contrast to fiscal year 2004, which witnessed only seven listings worth Rs 3.3 billion. 

Out of 12 new listings in fiscal year 2005, seven were launched by commercial banks, two by other financial institutions, two by oil and gas companies and one by a telecommunication company. The issues by banks were aimed principally at increasing their capital to meet the higher capital adequacy ratios required under the SBP prudential regulations.
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 ‘Industrial workers’ movement is not migration’


ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has informed the developed countries that the industrial workers movement (Mode 4) does not mean migration on a permanent basis or seeking permanent entry to the labour market of a host country. 

Pakistan presented a detailed reply on Mode 4 issues before the special session of the WTO Council for Trade in Services at Geneva recently and asked the developed countries to make firm commitments on the subject to pave the way in services’ negotiations. One of the principal gains from the services’ negotiations in the current round for developing countries lies in Mode 4 liberalization. Our stakeholders have made it clear that they expect substantial commitments in Mode 4 and we have reflected this view in our requests to trading partners. 

Moreover, commercially meaningful commitments in Mode 4 are central to realizing the developmental benefits in the current round of services negotiations. The Doha Work Programme, as well as the 2004 July Package, recognizes the importance attached to this More…
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F-16 deal with US under active review
ISLAMABAD, Nov 3: The government is reviewing its F-16 fighter jets deal with the United States in the wake of the growing financial pressure to fund earthquake-related rescue and relief operations, well placed defence and diplomatic sources said.

Pakistan is currently considering two options — either to buy fewer than the originally planned 75 planes or to import a previous version of the aircraft from a European country.

It is believed that Belgium is being looked at as a possible market for purchase of an earlier version of F-16s. A military source indicated that an earlier version of F-16 deal could cost one-sixth of the price that Pakistan has agreed to pay to the US for the state-of-the-art F-16 fighter jets.

A decision may be taken soon to put the American F-16 package on hold.
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Mukhtaran receives award in US
NEW YORK, Nov 3: At a star-studded award ceremony, Pakistan’s premier women rights activist, Mukhtaran Mai, received Glamour magazine’s Women of the Year award at the Lincoln Centre on Wednesday night.

“This award is a victory for poor women, it’s a victory for all women,” Mai said at the ceremony after actress Brook Shields presented her the award.

Ms Mai received two standing ovations from the Hollywood’s super stars and gliteratti of New York. The eleven other recipients included Catherine Zeta-Jones, Goldie Hawn, Venus Wiliams, Christina Amanpour, Melisa Etheridge and the former president of Ireland Mary Robinson received lifetime achievement award.

In a video presented by Brooke Shield in her advance pregnancy, Mai’s incarnation as a women rights activist stemming from the gang rape and her indomitable courage and spirit against all odds to expose the system was highlighted.
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US ready for nuclear deal with India
WASHINGTON, Nov 3: The Bush administration has informed the US Senate that by concluding a nuclear deal with India, Washington wants to engage New Delhi on this issue rather than isolate it.

It would be far easier to monitor New Delhi’s atomic energy activities within the fold of the international regime than outside of it, Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs Nicholas Burns told the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on Wednesday.

He said the Bush administration was seeking Congressional approval for the deal because New Delhi had begun to meet its commitments under the accord.

With Pakistan also seeking similar co-operation, Mr Burns ruled out extending the offer to any other country. The administration believed that it was better to ‘wait’ before it asked the Congress to consider any required legislative action “until India is further along 
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Donors willing to contribute funds
ISLAMABAD, Nov 3: Inter-national donor agencies and Pakistan’s bilateral partners are willing to “contribute substantial funds” for collecting $5 billion required to carry out the huge reconstruction task, it has been learnt.

The sources in multilateral agencies told Dawn here on Wednesday that the initial response of donor agencies and other bilateral supporters was “positive” to help collect sizable funds at the donors conference being held on November 19 in Islamabad.

However, they believed that Pakistan would have to divert about $1 billion (Rs60 billion) for reconstruction and rehabilitation activities by delaying less important development projects till 2006-07.

The sources said that international donors were hoping that Pakistan would succeed in getting a considerable amount of grants from its foreign friends, especially those of the Middle East. But the World Bank, the IMF, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) have made it clear to the government that they do not More…
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Pro-active role sought for UN rights council
UNITED NATIONS, Nov 3: Pakistan on Thursday called for a pro-active role for the newly created United Nations Human Rights Council while addressing situations of armed conflict and foreign occupation.

“We support empowering the Council to dispatch fact-finding missions to scrutinize situations of armed conflict and foreign occupation,” said Pakistan’s UN Ambassador Munir Akram while addressing the United Nations General Assembly’s third committee which deals with social and humanitarian affairs.

Mr Akram observed “unfortunately, the current human rights machinery has not yet been able to fully establish its non-partisan credentials. Selectivity and politically motivated actions remain its Achilles heel.”
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Governor stresses steps for development
PESHAWAR, Nov 3: NWFP Governor Khalilur Rehman has urged district governments to utilize their available resources and funds for the development of their areas.

Mr Rehman said that efforts could be made to bring about socio-economic uplift of the people of Nowshera district.

He also stressed the need for exploiting the existing resources and introducing new policy steps for rapid development of all areas of the province, according to an official handout issued on Thursday.

Talking to Daud Khattak, Nazim of Nowshera district, who had called on him at the Governor’s House here on Thursday, he said the district had witnessed accelerated industrialization in the early days of Independence and “even today there existed every opportunity in this respect”.
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KARACHI: IT management system in city hospitals soon
KARACHI, Nov 3: The city government will introduce information technology management system in all its hospitals, including the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital. This was stated by the City Nazim Syed Mustafa Kamal on Thursday. He was presiding over a meeting to take account of the healthcare facilities being provided by the city government.

The nazim said that after the introduction of the IT management system, the available resources and manpower in the city government hospitals would be utilized in an efficient manner.

He hoped that this system would help these hospitals in improving their healthcare delivery standards.

The meeting also reviewed the performance of the Sobhraj Hospital. The medical superintendent of the hospital briefed the meeting on the working and the problems being faced by the hospital.
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63pc classified as ‘transitory poor’
KARACHI, Nov 3: As many as 63 per cent of poor in Pakistan have been interestingly classified as ‘transitory poor’ by a study conducted by the Centre for Research on Poverty and Income Distribution (CRPID). This had been observed by the State Bank in its annual report 2004-05.

The standard definition of ‘transitory poor’ includes those households that are below the poverty line for most of the time but not always during a defined period.

The rest of 32 and five per cent of the population that subsist below the poverty line were found to be ‘chronic’ and ‘extremely poor’, respectively. Chronic and extremely poor are households that are always below the poverty line, all the time during a defined period. Similarly on the other side, 13 per cent and 21 per cent of total non-poor (above the poverty line) were classified as ‘transitory vulnerable’ and ‘transitory non-poor’, respectively. In the standard definition, transitory non-poor are defined as households that were not above the poverty line for most of the defined period but not always, while transitory vulnerable and transitory non-poor that have high probability of getting poor.
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Economy escaped negative impact of quake: Shaukat
Says country needs more world help; hopes for positive opposition
response to offer of joint relief monitoring

ISLAMABAD: Massive ravages caused by the killer earthquake would have no major negative impact on Pakistan’s economy in the long-term as the industrial and agriculture areas were not affected, said Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on Thursday.

"The quake may have a slight effect in the short-term but will not rock the economy in the long-term," he said in a wide ranging interview with The News panel, comprising Editor Islamabad/Rawalpindi Fahd Hussain, Special Correspondent Tariq Butt and Staff Reporter Asim Yasin.

Shaukat didn’t feel the need, even at this agonising hour, to allow exiled former Prime Ministers Nawaz Sharif and Benazir Bhutto to return to Pakistan. "Politics and parliament are functioning in Pakistan and all are represented in Parliament. The real issue is to More…
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Pakistan wants permanent LoC softening: Kasuri 
Says fears about Nato unfounded; hopes donors moot to expedite relief operations
LAHORE: Foreign Minister Khurshid Mahmood Kasuri has said Pakistan was interested in giving permanence to softening of the LoC in the wake of October 8 earthquake.

He was talking to newsmen after visiting Mayo Hospital, where he saw to it that quake-hit people were being meted out quality treatment, besides distributing sweets among them. The foreign minister visited all the wards with the injured, mostly from Muzaffarabad.

"The government wants unlimited access from both sides of the LoC," the foreign minister said, adding "that would pave the way for a lasting solution to the Kashmir problem". However, the foreign minister said India’s consent was crucial to having this arrangement materialized.
Responding to a question about formally opening up the LoC, he said India has sought 10 days to finalise the LoC opening at five points.
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Musharraf to unfold reconstruction plan at donors moot
ISLAMABAD: President Gen Pervez Musharraf will unfold the Rehablitation and Reconstruction Plan for the earthquake-hit areas of Azad Kashmir and NWFP on November 19 at the International Donors Conference, Islamabad.

This plan would be implemented with the assistance of the world community and national resources of the country. A presentation will be made to President and Prime Minister of Pakistan by 7th November about the essential facts and figures and strategy paper regarding all aspects of October 8 earthquake, revealed Dr Ishfaq Hasan Khan Adviser for Finance.

Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission Engineer Dr Mohammad Akram Sheikh and Chairman National Database Registration Authority Brig Moeen Saleem and their teams along with the practical assistance of civil and army officials have been working 
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Real estate suffers major aftershock in capital
ISLAMABAD: Prices of high-rise buildings and flats in the federal capital have also nose-dived with the collapse of Margalla Towers while there is no buyer for other property in the city as well.

Real estate agents in the federal capital were never so idle as they are in the wake of the October 8 earthquake that shook Islamabad besides AJK and NWFP. However, there are hopes things would improve slowly with some developers seeing a little activity taking off.

All agree that the earthquake has dealt a serious blow to prices of multi-storey buildings and flats in the federal capital. "There is no market left for them. No-one is ready to buy flats in towers anywhere, even for 1/4th of their pre-quake price," said Muhammad Fiaz, an Islamabad-based property dealer.
Fiaz said as a consequence of the collapse of Margalla Towers, almost 80 per cent of those who had paid advances for the under-construction flats in F-11 sector have sought cancellation of their deals. As per their agreement, he said, the buyers are ready for 20 More…
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Reducing joblessness in future will be more challenging, says SBP
KARACHI: The provinces of Sindh and Balochistan witnessed an increase in unemployment during FY04, but the overall picture was somewhat better as jobless rate of the country fell by 0.6 percentange points during the same period.

The State Bank of Pakistan, in its Annual Report for 2004-05 released last week, revealed Pakistan’s unemployment rate dropped to 7.7 per cent in FY04 compared to 8.3 per cent in FY02.

However, the central bank said, not all provinces experienced a decline in the jobless rate as Sindh and Balochistan saw the people out of work edged up by 0.69 and 0.77 percentage points respectively, adding that increase was mainly due to much faster growth in the labour force than in Punjab and NWFP.
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Donors pledge more rehabilitation funds

ISLAMABAD - The multilateral creditors including World Bank and the Asian Development Bank have assured Islamabad of their all-out financial and technical support for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of the quake-affected areas, official sources told The Nation.

Pakistan’s central bank has received 200 million dollars from the WB during the last week, which the Bank had announced for speedy relief work in the quake-affected areas. “The ADB has also assured to provide 100 million dollars within this month in order to speed up relief activities,” a high-level official in the Finance Ministry told The Nation here on Thursday.

The official said the World Bank had announced $470 million assistance, which was likely to be jacked up to $600 million in near future. The ADB funding will also be increased up to $600 million in this regard, the official added.
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Disinflation - government’s new priority

Disinflation, contrary to popular misconception, is the slowing down of the rate of inflation and cannot be regarded as deflation, at least till such time that it creates a serious dent in the economy by way of eroding investment and significantly increasing unemployment. While taming the rate of inflation in the last two decades has been the focus of governmental policies in many developed economies, the same cannot be inadvertently adopted in the case of developing or the underdeveloped economies.
The Conservative government of Margaret Thatcher took a serious exception to the then prevailing high inflation level and undertook fiscal measures for the specific agenda of ‘curbing the inflation’. The argument being that the government should manage the economy by using the tools on which it can exercise controls, rather than relying on factors, which ultimately are influenced by mechanisms other than direct government policies. Therefore, it became solely committed to reducing inflation unlike previous governments whose policies focused on controlling high unemployment and bringing about price stability. 
The Thatcher government justified its policy by arguing that since unemployment in the long run was dependent on microeconomic conditions and not subject to control through More…
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Pharmaceutical sector faces patent threat
Lahore: The Pakistani pharmaceutical sector faces the risk of being completely wiped out if the Multinational Corporations in the Pharmaceutical sector are able to get implemented the Patent Ordinance in force in Pakistan. While the WTO experts feel that the Pakistani Ordinance, overshoots the requirements spelt out in the original Intellectual Property Rights draft of the WTO texts, the MNC feel that the Pakistani law still falls short of the original spirit of the World Trade Organization.

Queries to the WTO experts in constant liaison with the WTO secretariat in Geneva revealed that unless the Pakistani government takes note of the developments and reacts in time the Patent ordinance can actually prove to be the death knell for the Pakistani pharmaceutical industry.

Explaining the issue these experts told that the current Patent Laws grant these rights to company having discovered a new or novel (original nomenclature for inventions in WTO) molecule, for twenty years. This twenty years Patent means that no other company can customize or produce a generic product of the same product category.
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SME sector not flourished yet
KARACHI - Small and Medium Development Enterprises unlike other neighbouring countries have not been able to flourish on the modern lines. The largest employment-generating sector has succumbed to the pressure of various constraints. As a result its contribution towards GDP has not been significant. Vendors in automobiles and precision industry have done remarkable job but their progress is also hindered for one reason or the other. High interest costs, lack of training and development of IT skill have been described as major drawbacks. Further, the market being so limited the net income has not been adequate to meet the cost of production. 

A latest study of the ADB on “SME development in Pakistan views that poor infrastructure, particularly in the power sector, increases the cost of growth for firms of all sizes. 

The cost of firms’ growth in Pakistan, it said, was increasing significantly because of high compliance costs of fiscal and non-fiscal regulations.
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New PC-1 approval procedure: six-week timeframe for project clearance
ISLAMABAD (November 04 2005): As part of the President Musharraf's initiative for attracting more investment, the government has changed the procedure of PC-1 approval and set deadline of six weeks for clearance of the project. However, the timeframe for PC-1 that involves resubmission after security will be three months.

Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz has approved the new procedure as a special case in a high-level meeting. The new procedure will be applicable from January 1.

Planning Commission deputy chairman Dr Akram Shaikh, who presented the new draft for PC-1 procedure during the meeting, told Business Recorder here on Thursday that after the formal presentations and threadbare discussions in more than one meeting both President General Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz had endorsed the changes in the procedure of PC-1 approval.
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Update on relief response: hectic and major relief effort underway
ISLAMABAD, Nov 7 (APP): Foreign Minister Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri while denying the impression that response of international community was slow for the quake affected people of Pakistan said Monday that suddenness and magnitude of the catastrophe has created this situation. 
The international community has extended substantial support to Pakistan but due to magnitude of losses it appears small, the Foreign Minister told a private television channel. 
He said 52 countries have extended multi-shaped assistance to Pakistan while 32 countries have sent their relief teams. 
Kasuri said the British rescue team reached the damaged building of Margalla Towers in Islamabad the same day. 
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Earthquake relief: telecom sector's benevolence

ISLAMABAD, Nov 3 (APP): The telecom sector has rushed to the relief of the earthquake survivors, and so far released around Rs.600 million in cash and kind to help them in their hour of need. 
Major local as well as international telecom companies and their employees contributed generously to relief fund for victims of the devastating earthquake that struck AJK and parts of NWFP on October 8. 
In this hour of need, one must laud the excellent role of Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) for not only improving telecom infrastructure in the quake hit areas but also extending generous cash and kind contribution. 
PTA - a regulator of telecom industry in Pakistan - contributed Rs. 200 million in President's Relief Fund, dispatched relief goods and an eleven-member team in quake-ravaged areas to participate in relief activities. 
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U.S. response to earthquake assistance is “immediate and generous” : State Department

ISLAMABAD, Nov.7 (APP): Pakistan Monday said it would make all efforts to facilitate Kashmiri people living on either side of the Line of Control (LoC) to meet and help each other in relief assistance in the quake-hit areas. 
"Kashmiris should be allowed to cross over the LoC without hindrance and cumbersome procedure," Foreign Office spokesperson, Tasneem Aslam told a weekly press briefing. 

Responding to a question, she said, Pakistan has not received any list of intending travellers from India but assured it would be processed as soon as it was received so that people from the Indian Occupied Kashmir come over here as soon as possible. 
"There is no hindrances from Pakistan," she said and added Pakistan would do it in the spirit of President General Pervez Musharraf's proposal to facilitate the Kashmiris to meet and help each other in this difficult time. 
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Pakistan to postpone F-16s purchase in face of massive reconstruction task but is alive to its security concerns: Musharraf

MUZAFFARABAD, Nov 4 (APP): President General Pervez Musharraf Friday said Pakistan will postpone the purchase of F-16 aircraft from the United States in the face of large-scale relief and reconstruction tasks in the earthquake-hit areas but stressed that the country remained fully alive to its security concerns.
 “I am going to postpone that (F-16s purchase) - but while we want to carry out massive relief and reconstruction effort, the other important issue is the security concern of Pakistan.” 
 “So, we will never do something, which jeopardizes one or the other - both have their own importance,” he told newsmen while visiting the quake-battered AJK capital to express solidarity with the survivors.
    The President commended the facilities being provided to the injured at the US field hospital and said he expected America to stay in the region in the reconstruction stage “as there is so much of work that needs to be done.”
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Chill Starts Biting: 200,000 Tents needed for Survivors in Pakistan

 ISLAMABAD: As piercing chill has started taking more lives in the rocky areas, surrounded by mighty peaks in the Himalayan range, as many as 200,000 tents were immediately needed to shelter the survivors of the Oct-8 Quake which has already killed more than 80,000 people, the United Nations said on Thursday.

“Shelter remains the overriding priority,” the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, known as OCHA, said. “In addition, food aid is required for more than 2 million people.” 

Progress is being made on the ground to aid survivors, many of them in remote areas that are inaccessible to helicopters. The death toll has stepped up after rescue teams reached areas that were inaccessible earlier.
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