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Pre-bid conference on PTCL postponed
KARACHI: The privatisation ministry has delayed the pre-bid conference scheduled for May 9 for the privatisation of Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited (PTCL).

Sources close to the ministry and PTCL said the first round of the pre-bid conference of the prospective bidders for the sale of 26 percent shares of the state-run PTCL with management control was now expected next week.

“Date has not been fixed yet,” said a senior official. “But most probably the conference can be called on May 14 and it would be decided soon.” He did not cite any reason for the delay but said pre-qualified bidders of the company would attend the conference for a better understanding of the transaction and the bidding process.

The Privatisation Commission in March 2005 approved pre-qualification of eight parties for the national telecom company, which granted entry to the short-listed parties into the data room for due diligence of the transactions.
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Pakistan tells US it’s taking steps to ensure trade security
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has informed the United States that it is planning to implement the Container Security Initiative (CSI) at its all three major ports to ensure trade security for major trading partners, a government official told Daily Times on Friday. 

The government is considering a proposal to hire the services of a world-renowned company that is recognised by the US and the EU so that the company could offer its services for scanning containers carrying commercial cargoes to the US, European countries and the rest of the world as per requirements of the CSI standard. 

Pakistan will initiate a special research study for this purpose in near future so that the task could be completed in a desirable timeframe. Pakistan, as a first step, is launching a pilot project at Karachi Port to implement trade security measures required under the CSI. Subsequently, the CSI will be implemented at Port Qasim and Gwadar Port. 
More…
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Pakistan will get $150m military aid from US
WASHINGTON: Pakistan will get $150 million under the US foreign military financing programme out of the $82 billion supplemental aid approved by the US House of Representatives on Thursday. Jordan will get $100 million under the programme.

The House voted 368-58 for and against. The Senate is expected to adopt the act next week.

With the approval of $82 billion, the amount of money spent on fighting terrorism since 2001 will exceed $300 billion.
More…
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Software watchdog gets computer dealer arrested for piracy

LAHORE: The Business Software Alliance (BSA) has had a computer dealer arrested for selling unlicensed software. Police has seized 1,021 pirated CDs and two computers.

“Software piracy is against the law and we will come down hard on all offenders,” said Al Redha, BSA Middle East co-chairman, in a press release issued on Friday. “Computer users and dealers must realise that intellectual property (IP) is a valuable commodity, and its theft is like the theft of physical property such as cars.”

Al Redha said that the BSA was committed to protecting software developers. “The police-assisted raid is part of our increased efforts to curtail software piracy in Pakistan,” he said.

“If intellectual property is not protected, there will be little incentive to develop new technologies. The BSA will continue to carry out operations in Pakistan until the manufacture, distribution and use of pirated software is wiped out.”
More…
