http://www.brecorder.com/index.php?id=245129&currPageNo=1&query=&search=&term=&supDate= 
BUSINESS RECORDER 
May 3, 2005
By ARIF RANA  

Finance strongly opposes cut in duty on cars
ISLAMABAD (May 03 2005): The Ministry of Finance has strongly opposed reduction in duty on cars in the forthcoming budget and observed that any such measures would severely hurt the local industry. The ministry said that a strong lobby was actually behind the move and its sole purpose is to hit the local industry below the belt and pave the way for massive import of cars. It added that now local industry is at take-off position and any attempt to bring down duty would erode the confidence of the local industry and leave it in total disarray. The CBR had sent a summary to Economic Co-ordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet, seeking reduction in duty on imported cars.

The CBR had built up its case on increasing gap in demand and supply of cars and argued that the step would improve the situation and reduce burden of bookings on local industry. The ECC deferred the proposal till budget.
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Strong defence and economy vital for security: Musharraf
NOWSHERA (May 03 2005): President General Pervez Musharraf said on Monday that a strong defence and vibrant economy were essential components for ensuring national security and by the Grace of Almighty Allah, as a result of prudent policies, Pakistan has taken major strides in both of these vital areas. The President said the Pakistan armed forces were a superb fighting outfits fully capable of performing the sacred task of defending the country's territorial integrity. The President made these remarks while addressing officers and men on the occasion of installation ceremony of Vice Chief of Army Staff General Ahsan Saleem Hayat as Colonel-in-Chief of the armoured corps at the armoured corps regimental centre.

While paying rich tributes to the contribution of officers and jawans of the armoured corps, the President said all possible efforts were in hand to equip them with the latest state-of-the-art weapons and equipment.
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US Commander calls on Musharraf
RAWALPINDI (May 03 2005): Commander-in-Chief US Central Command General John P Abizaid, currently on an official visit to Pakistan paid a courtesy call on President General Pervez Musharraf here on Monday. During the call, they exchanged views on the prevailing geo-strategic international and regional environment.
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Shaukat for peaceful regional ties for beneficial economy
ISLAMABAD (May 03 2005): Pakistan clearly wants to have peaceful relations with all its neighbours, including India, so that we can live in peace, we can benefit from each other's growth, markets and talent. Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz has said this in an interview to Business Week Online. Questioned how rapidly can we expect concrete progress on core issues, the Prime Minister said: "Of course, issues like Kashmir, which have caused tension in the region, need to be addressed.

"We have said the solution of the Kashmir issue will require leadership, magnanimity, flexibility and courage from all stakeholders, ie Pakistan, India and the Kashmiri people. Eventually, the solution has to reflect the aspiration of the Kashmiri people," he said.

To another question, Shaukat Aziz said: "Pakistan is a very open country when it comes to the trade. Our private sector tells me that exporting goods to India is tough even when we are competitive because of non-tariff barriers (that mean a lot of red tape and permits). We have set up a working group between the two private sectors and both governments.
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Humayun to attend G-20 meeting today
ISLAMABAD (May 03 2005): Commerce Minister Humayun Akhtar Khan will attend G-20 meeting of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) on Tuesday and an informal ministerial meeting of the WTO members on Wednesday at Paris. The meetings would be focused on agriculture, non-agriculture market access (NAMA), services and rules including trade facilitation. The delegates would review the progress made so far under the July framework agreement. There may be some discussion regarding conversion of specific rates to ad valorem rates, according to an official statement issued by the commerce ministry.

At present tariffs on products of potential export interest to developing countries are extremely high. This issue would be particularly addressed in the meetings. Besides addressing across-the-board tariffs, the G-20 countries would also seek expansion of tariff rate quotas.
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Share of manufacturing sector in GDP to be raised
LAHORE (May 03 2005): Federal Minister for Industries, Production and Special Initiatives, Jehangir Khan Tareen has said that his ministry had fixed target of increasing share of manufacturing sector in GDP from present 18 percent to 25 percent in next five years. Speaking at the Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI) here on Monday, Tareen hoped that the cabinet would also approve the plan chalked out by his ministry in this regard. He regretted that share of manufacturing sector in the GDP remained stagnant during the last 25 years, as in 1980 it was at 18 percent, which remained the same till last year.

He said that Pakistan and Korea had the same percentage of manufacturing sector in their respective GDP in 1960 but today we are still at 18 percent, while South Korea was at 40 percent and Malaysia at 30 percent.
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Industrialists urged to prepare budget proposals for boosting investment
KOTRI (May 03 2005): M A Jaleel, Adviser to Chief Minister, Sindh, for Excise & Taxation, has called upon the industrialists to prepare a memorandum of recommendations for making a viable budget to boost industrial investment in the province. This he said while presiding over the second session of 'Pre-Budget Conference 2005-06' organised by the Institute of Cost & Management Accountants of Pakistan (ICMAP) in collaboration with Kotri Association of Trade & Industry (KATI) here.

Addressing the conference, he saIndustrialists urged to prepare budget proposals for boosting investmentid that pre-budget conferences help in collecting suggestions of all stakeholders so that the government can formulate fiscal year's budget.

He said that the inflow of foreign direct investment (FDI) registered an increase of 52 percent during the first seven month of the current fiscal year, compared to corresponding period of last year.
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Chinese investors keen to invest in various sectors

ISLAMABAD (May 03 2005): Investment environment in Pakistan is quite conducive and there is a number of sectors with great potential for foreign investors, ICCI President Tariq Sadiq told Chinese trade team here on Monday. An eight-member trade delegation from Yantai City of China held meeting with Tariq Sadiq at the Chamber House. Director General of Livestock Bureau of District Government of Zifu Yantai City, Qu Xize, was leading the delegation. Inviting the Chinese investors, Tariq Sadiq said that Pakistan has become a very safe place to invest in without any fear, adding that both the countries have age old trade ties besides unanimous views on almost all matters of bilateral, regional and international interest.

Referring to Pak-China free trade agreement that was signed during Chinese PM's visit to Islamabad, he said that the two states are members of World Trade Organisation (WTO) and these regional trade agreements guarantee promotions of trade relations in future.
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DHL broadens 'import express service'
KARACHI (May 03 2005): DHL, the world's leading express and logistics company announced on Monday that it has extended the availability of its popular 'Import Express Service' to 218 countries and territories internationally. The Managing Director of DHL Pakistan, Salim Awan said, "Since its launch in 2002 in Pakistan, the demand for service has steadily increased, driven largely by increased trade flows and customers' need for greater control over the cost, speed and reliability of their imports."

In 2004, the DHL in Asia registered a 30 percent year-on-year growth for Import Express, which reflects the success of the service and highlights a significant increase in customer demand.

Companies within the high technology, textile, and import and export industries form the majority of DHL Pakistan's Import Express customers, and items imported include samples, return warranty parts, and discounted goods or components from suppliers.
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'IT key to ease official procedure'
LAHORE (May 03 2005): Punjab Chief Minister, Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi has said that the government was giving top priority to the promotion of Information Technology, as it played a pivotal role in the transparency and simplification of the official procedure as well as the capacity-building of government departments. He was talking to a delegation, headed by Chief Executive Officer and Management Director of the TATA Consultant Services, S Rama Dorai, here on Monday. Chief Secretary Punjab, Kamran Rasool, Secretary Finance, Salman Siddique and Chairman Punjab Information Technology Board Dr Asad-ur-Rehman and other concerned officers were also present.

Perviaz said that land record of the province was being computerised, with the co-operation of private sector, while a strategy was also being implemented for optimal utilisation of the Information Technology for improving administrative capability of the government departments, modernising educational system and accelerating the pace of social development.
More…
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Abizaid calls on Musharraf
RAWALPINDI: Commander-in-Chief of the US Central Command General John P Abizaid, currently on an official visit to Pakistan, paid a courtesy call on President General Pervez Musharraf here on Monday.

During the call, they exchanged views on the prevailing geo-strategic international and regional environment. Earlier, General Abizaid visited the Joint Staff Headquarters and called on General Ehsan-ul-Haq, Chairman Joint Chiefs of the Staff Committee. He also visited the General Headquarters and the Naval Headquarters separately, and called on General Ahsan Saleem Hyat, Vice Chief of the Army Staff, and Admiral Shahid Karimullah, Chief of the Naval Staff. Matters of mutual interest came under discussion during these meetings.
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Strong defence, vibrant economy vital for security: Musharraf
Gen Hyat installed as Colonel-in-Chief of Armoured Corps

NOWSHERA: President Pervez Musharraf said on Monday a strong defence and vibrant economy were essential components to ensure national security and by the Grace of Almighty Allah Pakistan had taken major strides in both of these vital areas.

Addressing officers and men on the occasion of installation ceremony of Vice- Chief of Army Staff Gen Ahsan Saleem Hyat as Colonel-in-Chief of the Armoured Corps at the Armoured Corps Regimental Centre here, the president said the Pakistan armed forces were a superb fighting outfit, fully capable of performing the sacred task of defending the country’s territorial integrity.

Paying rich tributes to the contribution of officers and Jawans of the Armoured Corps, the president said that all possible efforts were in hand to equip them with the latest state-of-the-art weapons and equipment.
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Humayun to attend G-20 meeting
ISLAMABAD: Commerce Minister Humayun Akhtar Khan will represent Pakistan in G-20 meeting of WTO today (Tuesday) in Paris and an informal ministerial meeting of WTO on 4th May.

The main focus of the meetings will be agriculture, non-agriculture market access (NAMA), services, rules including trade facilitation, etc.

The delegates will review the progress made so far under the July Framework Agreement.

There will also be some discussion regarding conversion of specific rates to ad-valorem rates.
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DHL outshines in 2004, broadens import express
ISLAMABAD: DHL, the world’s leading express and logistics company, on Monday announced it has extended the availability of its popular Import Express service to 218 countries and territories around the world.

Import Express is a fast and reliable service that allows DHL’s customers to import goods from overseas suppliers.

Since its launch in Pakistan in 2002, demand for the service has steadily increased, driven largely by increased trade flows and customers’ need for greater control over the cost, speed and reliability of their imports.

In 2004 alone, DHL in Asia saw a 30 per cent year-on-year growth for Import Express, which reflects the success of the service and highlights a significant increase in customer demand.
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‘Strong defence and vibrant economy needed for security’
NOWSHERA, May 2: President Gen Pervez Musharraf has said that strong defence and vibrant economy are necessary for ensuring national security and Pakistan has taken major strides in both of the vital areas as a result of prudent policies of the government. He said that the armed forces were a superb fighting outfit and capable of performing the sacred task of defending the country’s territorial integrity.

The president was addressing officers and jawans at the ceremony for the installation of Vice Chief of Army Staff Gen Ahsan Saleem Hyat as Colonel-in-Chief of the Armoured Corps at the Armoured Corps Regimental Centre here on Monday. While paying tribute to the contribution of officers and jawans of the corps, the president said that all possible efforts were being made to equip it with latest state of art weapons and equipment.

He said that the amount of attention being paid to modernization of the corps spoke volumes of the importance given to it. In this regard, he referred to the induction of indigenously manufactured Al-Zarrar and Al-Khalid tanks, saying that the tanks had enhanced manifold firepower, mobility and manoeuvrability of the armour units, while greatly contributing to self-reliance in the field of defence.
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US general meets Musharraf
RAWALPINDI, May 2: Commander-in-Chief of US Central Command General John P. Abizaid, currently on an official visit to Pakistan, paid a courtesy call on President General Pervez Musharraf here on Monday afternoon. They exchanged views on the prevailing geo-strategic international and regional geo-strategic environment.

US Embassy spokesman Greggory Crouch said Gen Abizaid’s short official visit was for ‘routine consultations’ with President Musharraf and other senior military leaders.

“The Centcom chief will be discussing Pakistan’s cooperation in the war on terror and issues related to regional security,” Mr Crouch added.
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Chinese keen to invest in mega projects
ISLAMABAD, May 2: An eight-member Chinese trade delegation has shown interest to invest in various Pakistani mega projects including minerals, mines, real estate, electricity and solar energy. The delegation led by the director-general of livestock bureau of district government of Zifu Yantai City, Qu Xize, stated this in a meeting with officials of the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) here on Monday.

An ICCI press release said the Chinese delegation appreciated Pakistan government’s efforts to attract foreign direct investment in the country.

Mr Qu Xize said real estate sector had fast been flourishing in Pakistan and the construction industry was also scaling peaks.
More…
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ADB plans $300-500m credit for investors: Infrastructure
LAHORE, May 2: The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is said to be contemplating to set up a $300-500 million credit line for private investors interested in undertaking infrastructure projects in the Punjab under the public private partnership initiative. “Negotiations in this regard are already under way between the ADB and the federal government, but it is premature to say anything about their final outcome at this point in time,” said a person, who asked not to be named, involved in the drafting of a law entitled the Punjab Private Participation in Infrastructure Development Act to encourage public private partnership in infrastructure development.

In any case, the source said, the bank would set up the credit facility only after the draft law was put in place following its approval by the provincial legislature. The proposed law lays down statutory framework and procedures for formalising the participation of private sector in building infrastructure in the province. It is proposed as the governing legal framework for encouraging public private partnership in the province.
More…
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Manufacturing share in GDP stagnant at 18pc
LAHORE, May 2: Federal Minister for Industries, Production and Special Initiatives Jehangir Khan Tareen has said that his ministry has fixed target of increasing share of manufacturing sector in the GDP from present 18 per cent to 25 per cent in next five years. Speaking at a function at LCCI on Monday, the minister regretted that share of manufacturing in GDP remained stagnant during last 25 years as in 1980 it was at 18 per cent and remained the same till last year.

The function was also attended by LCCI Executive Committee members including Mohammad Ali Mian and Mohammad Younas Sheikh. “Pakistan and Korea had same percentage of manufacturing in their respective GDP in 1960 but today we are still at 18 per cent while South Korea is at 40 per cent and Malaysia at 30 per cent,” he said.

He said that by increasing share of manufacturing in the GDP, more job opportunities could be generated without which development was not possible. The minister claimed that in the medium-term development plan, the government had set the target of enhancing share of manufacturing in GDP to 20.5 per cent, but he see no significant achievement in this figure, so his ministry fixed what he called a challenging target.
More…
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Pakistan to raise anti-dumping question in WTO
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan would raise question regarding its concern over the anti-dumping rules and agriculture and non-agriculture services in G-20 meeting of WTO.

Commerce Minister Humayun Akhtar Khan would attend G-20 meeting of WTO on 3rd May and an informal ministerial meeting of WTO on 4th May, 2005, at Paris.

According to an official announcement made here on Monday, the main focus of the meetings would be agriculture, non-agriculture market access (NAMA), services, rules including trade facilitation, etc. The delegates would review the progress made so far under the July Framework Agreement. There may be some discussion regarding conversion of specific rates to ad-valorem rates. At present tariffs on products of potential export interest to developing countries are extremely high. This issue would be particularly addressed in the meetings. 
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Prospects of boom for software industry brighten
KARACHI: The country’s software industry is set to taste a windfall as the federal government has decided to award projects of the e-government of around one billion rupees to local companies.

A senior official at the IT and telecom ministry said the prime minister, who also headed the National e-Government Council, had directed the ministry to initiate the project within a month with sources and techniques available in the country.

“Initially there are six projects picked up for the e-government programme,” said the official.

“It includes e-enablement of the Islamabad police, e-services to citizens in the food, agriculture and livestock ministry, e-services at chief or deputy commissioner’s office Islamabad Capital Territory, provision of e-services at Capital Development Authority, online processing of Haj applications and automation of patent office at Karachi.”
More…
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Pakistan tells US about border violations
Musharraf, Abizaid discuss anti-terror efforts


ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and the US have agreed to increase cooperation against terrorism amid reports that Pakistan has again refused to send its troops to Iraq. 

Sources said on Monday that President Pervez Musharraf told the visiting US Central Command chief General John P Abizaid about Pakistan’s concern on the violation of the Pakistan-Afghan border by US troops and their intrusion and search operations in Pakistan’s border areas. “This is tantamount to calling our intent into question,” Musharraf told Abizaid.

The president told the US general that Pakistan could not send its troops to Iraq because of bad security. Military sources said that the president and the US general discussed defence cooperation including US-Pakistan military exercises, the regional situation, Afghanistan and Iraq and the hunt for Osama Bin Laden and other Al Qaeda leaders. 
More…
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Govt promoting IT on priority, says Elahi
LAHORE: The government has prioritised the promotion of information technology, as it plays a key role in transparency and simplification of official procedures and capacity building of government departments, said Punjab Chief Minister Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi while talking to an Indian delegation on Monday. 

Talking to S Rama Dorai, chief executive officer and managing director of TATA Consultant Services, Elahi said that land record of the province was being computerised. He said a strategy was being implemented to improve the administrative capability of government departments, modernise education system and accelerate the pace of social development through information technology. 
More…
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Pakistan takes major strides in defence, economy
Islamabad—President General Pervez Musharraf has said that a strong defence and vibrant economy are essential components for ensuring national security and Pakistan has taken major strides in both of these vital areas. 

He was addressing officers and men on the occasion of the installation ceremony of Vice Chief of Army Staff General Ahsan Saleem Hyat as the Colonel-in-Chief of the Armoured Corps at the Armoured Corps Regimental Centre in Nowshera on Monday. 

The President said that the Pakistan Armed Forces are a superb fighting outfit fully capable of performing the sacred task of defending territorial integrity of the country. 

While paying rich tributes to the contribution of officers and jawans of the Armoured Corps, the President said that all possible efforts are in hand to equip them with the latest state of the art weapons and equipment. He said that the amount of attention being paid to the modernization of the Armoured Corps spoke volumes of the importance that was attached to it. 
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Deregulisation of AJK telecom sector discussed
Islamabad—Deregulisation of telecom sector in the Azad Jammu and Kashmir was discussed at a high level meeting here Monday, chaired by Minister for Kashmir Affairs and Northern Areas Makhdoom Syed Faisal Saleh Hayat. The minister said that the government was striving to provide better telecommunication facilities to the people of AJK and the Northern Areas. The meeting was informed that village population in AJK was being given priority to provide moblie phone facilities.

The meeting discussed in length the role of Special Commuications Organization (SCO) and Pakistan Telecommunications Authority (PTA).

The SCO has an annual budget of Rs 1600 million. The meeting was informed that Rs 400 million are being spent for provision of better telelcommunication facilities in the Northern Areas during the current financial year.

More…
http://pakobserver.net/200505/03/news/business01.asp 
PAKISTAN OBSERVER 
May 3, 2005
By SHR Jahfery 

Chinese investors interested in real estate sectors

Islamabad—President Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry(ICCI), Tariq Sadiq said that Investment environment in Pakistan is quite conducive and there is a number of sectors with great potential for foreign investors.

He stated this while addressing an eight –member trade delegation from Yantai City of China here Monday. ICCI President Tariq Sadiq told Chinese trade team here. 

Director General of Livestock Bureau of District Government of Zifu Yantai City, Qu Xize, was leading the delegation. The ICCI Vice President Muzammil Hussain Sabri, Vice President Khalid Mehmood Chaudhry and other senior members of the ICCI were also present on the occasion. Inviting the Chinese investors, Tariq Sadiq said that Pakistan has become a very safe place to invest in without any fear, adding that both the countries have age old trade ties besides unanimous views on almost all matters of bilateral, regional and international interest.
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DHL broadens Import Express service
Karachi—DHL, the world’s leading express and logistics company, Monday announced it has extended the availability of its popular Import Express service to 218 countries and territories around the world. DHL Pakistan today also announced the launch of a new marketing campaign for Import Express in Pakistan.

Import Express is a fast and reliable service that allows DHL’s customers to import goods from overseas suppliers. Since its launch in Pakistan in 2002. demand for the service has steadily increased, driven largely by increased trade flows and customer’s need for greator control over the cost, speed and reliability of their imports. In 2004 alone DHL in Asia saw a 30% year-on-year grow for Import Express, which reflects the success of the service and highlights a significant increase i8n customer demand.

Companies within the high technology, textile, and import and export industries form the majority of DHL Pakistan’s Import Express customers, and items imported include sample, return warranty parts and discounted goods or components from suppliers.
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No US pressure on Pakistan to resolve Kashmir issue: Sheikh Rashid
RAWALPINDI, May 2 (APP): Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting Sheikh Rashid Ahmed Monday said United States was not putting any pressure on Pakistan for resolution of the Kashmir issue.

Talking to newsmen here, the Minister said however, if any country wanted to play a positive role for the settlement of the dispute, Pakistan would be thankful to it.

      

The Minister said Pakistan wanted such a resolution of the Kashmir issue which should be acceptable to the Kashmiris, Pakistan and India.
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'Pakistan safe for investment'
ISLAMABAD - Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) President Tariq Sadiq Monday said that investment environment in Pakistan is quite conducive and a number of sectors have great potential for foreign investors.


According to a Press statement issued here, Sadiq said this while talking to an eight members China trade delegation. He said that Pakistan has become a very safe place for investment and the recent increase in direct foreign investment is ample proof of this. 
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Election can be delayed till 2008, says Shujaat
ISLAMABAD, May 02 : President of the ruling Pakistan Muslim League Chaudhry Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain expressed the hope that the Kashmir issue would be resolved during the tenure of the PML government before 2007.

He said this while talking to journalists at a reception hosted for the visiting Indian journalists here at the Punjab House. He said the election to be held in 2007 could be delayed till 2008 if attempts were made to disrupt the prevailing situation.

He said the Pakistan People's Party was never in contact with President Musharraf. "Benazir is welcome to participate in politics, but Asif Zardari thinks of his personal benefits," he said.

Shujaat said President Pervez Musharraf would address the combined session of parliament this month. He said that President Musharraf had taken important decisions for the solution of Kashmir issue and hoped that the Indian government would also reciprocate in a positive response.
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Security officials team off to US for training
ISLAMABAD, May 02 : A high-level team of top Pakistani security officials and intelligence agencies has left for the United States on a study and training tour to learn the most modern methods for ensuring the security of the high profile personalities.

Syed Kemal Shah, federal secretary interior, is leading the team while three provincial inspector generals of police are accompanying him besides some senior officials of the top military and civil intelligence gathering agencies, media report said.

The trip is taking place on the invitation of the US government. In original invitation all the four provincial inspector generals of police were to be part of the team but the inspector general of Punjab Saadat Ali Khan and that of Sindh Asad Jehangir Khan declined to proceed on the trip.
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WB to provide $4.5b to Pakistan
LAHORE, May 02 : To support the Pakistan government to sustain the current trend of economic growth and to expedite social sector development in future, the World Bank will provide a loan of $4.5 billion loans to Pakistan in next three years with average lending of $1.5 billion a year.

The bank is introducing its new three-year lending strategy for its member countries including Pakistan from July this year. Under the new lending programme the bank has decided to incorporate 50 percent increase in the annual lending to Pakistan from July next. World Bank Vice President of South Asia Mr Praful Patel stated this in an interview. The Asian wing of the bank is dealing with Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Afghanistan.

“At present the annual lending to Pakistan is about $900 million, which will be enhanced to $1.50 billion from fiscal year 2005-06, for a period of three years,” he said.
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US Commander-in-Chief calls on President
RAWALPINDI, May 02 : Commander-in-Chief US Central Command General John P. Abizaid currently on an official visit to Pakistan paid a courtesy call on President General Pervez Musharraf here on Monday. 

During the call, they exchanged views on the prevailing Geo-strategic international and regional environment, a ISPR release said here. 

Meanwhile, General John P. Abizaid, Commander US CENTCOM, visited the Joint Staff Headquarters and called on General Ehsan-ul-Haq, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee. Matters of mutual interest came under discussion during the meeting. 
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Humayun attends G-20 meeting today

ISLAMABAD, May 02 : Commerce Minister of Pakistan Humayun Akhtar Khan would attend G-20 Meeting of WTO and an Informal Ministerial Meeting of WTO on at Paris, a message received here Monday said.

The G-20 meeting will be held on Tuesday and informal ministerial meeting on WTO on the next day in Paris. 

The main focus of the meetings would be agriculture, non-agriculture market access (NAMA), services, rules including trade facilitation, etc. The delegates would review the progress made so far under the July Framework Agreement. There may be some discussion regarding conversion of specific rates to ad-valorem rates. 

At present tariffs on products of potential export interest to developing countries are extremely high. This issue would be particularly addressed in the meetings. Besides addressing across-the- board tariffs the G-20 countries would also seek expansion of tariff rate quotas. 
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