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US holds Pakistan in high esteem, says Hadley
WASHINGTON, April 30: Stephen Hadley, National Security Advisor to President Bush, has said that the United States considers Pakistan its “strategic partner.” He said this in a meeting with Ambassador Jehangir Karamat in his office on Friday.

“The United States holds Pakistan in high esteem for rendering valuable cooperation,” he stated. This friendship, Mr Hadley added, was “mutually advantageous, multi-year and broad based”.

In the meeting, of Pakistan-US relations were reviewed. Jehangir Karamat briefed the presidential advisor on the latest developments in Pakistan-India relations and the New Delhi-visit of President General Pervez Musharraf.
More…


http://www.dawn.com/2005/05/01/local9.htm
DAWN 
MAY 1, 2005
By Our Staff Reporter

KARACHI: Experts call for more stress on IT education
KARACHI, April 30: Speakers at a conference stressed the need for increasing use of information technology in the promotion of education in the country.

A couple of speakers were of the view that the use of IT would not only enhance the importance of education but would be useful to the society as well, while, on the other hand would help bring transparency, creativity and real time monitoring in the educational sector.

As part of the conference, which was organized at a hotel by the FPCCI Standing Committee on Information Technology in collaboration with a couple of IT companies and the federal IT and education ministries, a basic hands-on-training in IT skills was also provided to about 300 teachers free of cost.

Teachers were told about technology in classroom and how to integrate it with the process of learning and curriculum.
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Humayun to attend WTO meet in Paris
ISLAMABAD, April 30: The 148 WTO member countries would attend an informal ministerial meeting in Paris on Monday to review the progress made under the July framework agreement as part of the early completion of the Doha Development Agenda (DDA). An official told Dawn on Saturday that Commerce Minister Humayun Akhtar Khan would leave on Sunday for France to represent Pakistan in the meeting.

Mr Khan would also attend a meeting of the G-20, an informal coalition of developing countries, to be held in the same premises, the official said. The G-20 would also finalize its stand on the issues particularly on the export subsidies, domestic support and greater market access for their products.
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US puts Pakistan under observation for human smuggling
ISLAMABAD: The US is keeping an eye on Pakistan on account of the recent increase in cases of human smuggling, Interior Ministry sources told Daily Times on Saturday. 
The US also reduced Pakistan’s position from Tier-1 to Tier-2 on its human smuggling index, sources said, adding that the number of human smuggling and human trafficking cases had increased over the last couple of years.The US government also conveyed its reservations over the involvement of Pakistani officials in human smuggling, sources said. The US government demanded the removal of corrupt officials from Pakistani government departments dealing with human smuggling cases, they added. Interior Minister Aftab Khan Sherpao recently said that about 144 travel agents were blacklisted because of their involvement in human smuggling. More than 80 Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) officials were being investigated, with most of them being dismissed from service. According to the Interior Ministry’s records, about 416 human smuggling cases were registered in Pakistan in 2003, 
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Export finance rates jump to 8%

KARACHI: The State Bank’s decision on Saturday to raise the export refinance rate by 1.5 percent to 8 percent has been received by exporters as a serious blow to exports. According to them, the SBP step will make the cost of production further higher.

The State Bank raised the benchmark 6-month t-bills rate by 1.5 percent to 7.18 percent on Wednesday with an aim to arrest the rising inflation in the country. The export refinance rate is attached with the rate of 6-month t-bills.

The central bank suddenly jumped on the fast track to arrest the spiraling inflation. It has been exercising a policy of gradual increase in the interest rates, but without any success. 

The rising prices of foodstuff and petroleum products have apparently forced the authority to move fast and cool down the heat emerging from the unexpected high economic growth, which is expected to cross 7.5 percent by the end of the fiscal year. Experts said Islamabad’s decision to raise interest rates has been spurred by the rising graph of inflation. But this move could lead to a slowdown in the economic growth. 
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US maintains Pakistan in ‘Priority Watch List’
ISLAMABAD: United States Trade Representative has kept Pakistan in the ‘Priority Watch List’ in 2005 for not showing a visible progress in curbing the infringement of Intellectual Priority Rights.

The US administration has decided to continue review of Pakistan under the Generalized System of Preferences for inadequate copyright protection. Pakistan’s exports with US stand at $2.6 billion mostly under GSP scheme and if GSP scheme is withdrawn Pakistan will suffer a lot. US had earlier placed Pakistan in Priority Watch List in 2004 Special 301 report and now USTR maintained Pakistan in the same list.
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New tax will not affect property trade, says DHA
LAHORE: Government tax on property trade will not affect the sale and purchase of land in Defence Housing Authority (DHA), said a DHA official on Saturday, in response to rumours that the federal government was levying such a tax.

It is widely accepted that the DHA maintains its expenses by taxing the sale and purchase of deeds. “I don’t expect any changes in the DHA budget if the government levies property trade tax,” the official said.

But another DHA source said, “Government taxation will hit our income. The DHA is the largest taxpaying housing project in the Punjab and the biggest contributor in land revenue. It paid Rs 3 billion in land revenue last year. Such a tax, coupled with the slump in property prices, will have a big impact on income.”
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Pakistan is our strategic partner, says US official
WASHINGTON: Stephen Hadley, National Security Adviser to President George Bush, said on Friday that the United States considered Pakistan “a strategic partner”. He said this in a meeting with Jehangir Karamat, Pakistan’s ambassador to the US. “The United States holds Pakistan in high esteem for its valuable cooperation,” the US official added.

Mr Hadley said that the US-Pakistan friendship was “mutually advantageous and broad-based”. Presenting the review of Pakistan-US relations, Mr Karamat updated Mr Hadley on Pakistan-India ties after President Pervez Musharraf’s visit to New Delhi.
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US releases piracy list
WASHINGTON: United States placed total of 14 nations on a "piracy watch list," with China added to the list this year. China, India, Indonesia, Pakistan and the Philippines led a blacklist of Asian copyright violators released by the United States, which sought tough action to combat piracy and counterfeiting of US goods.

One country, Ukraine, remained in the category of worst offenders on copyright infringement as a "priority foreign country," with 75 million dollars in sanctions still in place, the office of the US Trade Representative said.

The others included Argentina, Brazil, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Israel, Kuwait, Lebanon, Pakistan, the Philippines, Russia, Turkey, and Venezuela.
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US holds Pak in high esteem: Steve
Washington—Stephen Hadley, National Security Advisor to President Bush, Friday said the United States considers Pakistan as “a strategic partner.” 

He said this in a meeting Ambassador Jehangir Karamat held with him in his office. “The United States holds Pakistan in high esteem for rendering valuable cooperation,” he stated.

This friendship, Mr. Steve Hadley added was “mutually advantageous,” multi-year and broadbased. In the meeting, review of Pakistan-U.S. relations was presented.
More…
