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Sony Ericsson offers mobile music strategy
KARACHI (March 07 2005): Sony Ericsson announces its mobile music strategy for 2005, including the integration of high quality digital music players into stylish mobile phones under the world famous Walkman(r) brand. This will create a compelling consumer proposition capable of redefining the digital music market and driving operator revenue. Based entirely on open standards, the strategy will focus on delivering easy-to-use music phones supported by a fill range of exciting music download services, including Sony Group digital music offering.
More…
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Cellular industry emerges as largest FDI in Pakistan

KARACHI (March 07 2005): The cellular industry has emerged as the largest Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) of $1 billion in Pakistan over the last two years, and another $1 billion FDI during the next few years, reports PPI special correspondent Farooq Moin. The total number of mobile phone users in Pakistan currently at eight million, would increase 100 percent to 16 million this year. There has also been 100 percent annual increase in mobile phone subscribers during the last three years across the country.
More…
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Automobile industry production increasing: Tareen
SADIQABAD (March 07 2005): Federal Minister for Production Jehangir Khan Tareen has said that the production of auto mobile industry is increasing which is a good sign for the development of the country. Talking to newsmen on Sunday, he said that the industrial development was essential for the development and prosperity of any country. He said that the production of cars would reach up to 200,000 during current year adding that the same was 50,000 in 2002, 100,000 in 2003 and 140,000 in 2004.
More…

http://www.brecorder.com/index.php?id=204196&currPageNo=2&query=&search=&term=&supDate= 
BUSINESS RECORDER 
March 7, 2005 

Environment for investment quite conducive: Prime Minister
ISLAMABAD (March 06 2005): Pakistan has conducive environment for investment due to its business-friendly policies introduced by the government. This was stated by Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz while talking to a delegation of businessmen from Germany and Singapore which called on him at the Prime Minister's Secretariat on Thursday. Prime Minister said good policy frame work has been placed in position to open the doors for domestic as well as foreign investors.
More…
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New power projects: contracts may be given to max guarantee investor
ISLAMABAD (March 05 2005): The government is considering to award the contract of new power projects to investors who would submit maximum guarantee, sources in Private Power Infrastructure Board (PPIB) told Business Recorder. "The board is seriously considering the possibility of awarding projects on advertised raw sites to investors offering maximum guarantee," sources quoted the discussion at the recent Board meeting chaired by the Minister for Water and Power Liaquat Ali Jatoi.
More…
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19 global companies keen to invest in power sector, roadshow in London ends
LONDON (March 05 2005): Pakistan's federal minister for water and power Liaqat Ali Jatoi said on Thursday that 19 well-established companies had shown interest for making investment in the power sector. Addressing a press conference here at a local hotel on Thursday afternoon, Jatoi said those companies including some domestic investors had shown interest following a road show on power generation, which concluded here on Wednesday. Pakistan's High Commissioner to Britain Dr Maleeha Lodhi, Sindh Minister for Mining Irfanullah Khan Marwat and Federal Secretary Water and Power were also present on the occasion.
More…
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Prime Minister calls for investing in knowledge-based businesses
LAHORE (March 05 2005): Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz has said that the government is trying its best for country's image-building and a group of experts under him is continuously working on it. Addressing the inaugural ceremony of NetSol's 'IT Village' on Friday, he said that Pakistan was a suitable country for foreign investors, "but to attract them we have to improve the perception of the country" at the international level.
More…
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Japan offers $ 475 m for highway projects
Karachi—The Federal Minister for Communications Mohammad Shamim Sidiqui said Japan has provided $ 475 million assistance for development of communications infrastructure in Pakistan with more financial and technical support in the pipeline.

He was addressing a seminar organized to celebrate 50th anniversary of Japan External Trade Organization.

More…
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Pakistan seeks transparency in anti-dumping rules
ISLAMABAD, March 06 : Commerce Minister Humayun Akhtar Khan has called for more transparent rules on anti-dumping, which are being unfairly used by some major countries for protection purposes.

"Development for developing countries means more market access, elimination of subsidies and fairer rules on anti-dumping," Humayun Akhtar said while representing Pakistan at a crucial World Trade Organisation (WTO) mini-Ministerial meeting held on March 2-4, 2005 at Mombassa (Kenya), according to a statement issued here.

More…
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Pakistan-Canada joint ventures help boost investment: Acting President
KARACHI, March 6 (APP)-  Acting President and Chairman Senate   Mohammadmian Soomro on Sunday underlined the need for joint ventures between Pakistan and Canada for boosting investment.

He was speaking at the launching of Global Reach Joint Venture Conference and Exhibition at a  hotel here. "Pakistan is full of  human resource potential and joint ventures with companies in North  America specially Canada can help boost our exports to this market",  he added.

He was of the opinion that the joint venture conference will help Pakistani investors in promoting bilateral trade, exploring new markets, acquiring latest technology and machinery.

More…
http://www.dawn.com/2005/03/07/ebr12.htm 
DAWN 
March 7, 2005
By Engr Hussain Ahmad Siddiqui 

Engineering industry under WTO threat
Indeed, the implementation of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) regime, in the national perspective, offers opportunities as well as threats and challenges to various economic and industrial sectors and the indigenous engineering industry is no exception. 

Primarily, it is our own responsibility to prepare ourselves effectively for meeting the WTO challenges and trade liberalization, and to make concerted efforts to avail opportunities for multi-lateral trade to the optimum, by exploring more open markets. 
More…
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PTA ushers in telecom revolution
Making progress fast, the telecom revolution is bringing about radical changes in the socio-economic set up of the country. The telecommunication sector has significantly contributed towards stable national economy, thus letting benefits of it reach every nook and corner of the country. Technological transformation has influenced not only human behavior but also the ways and patterns of life. One can find himself talking about latest technology based gadgets, including cellular devices, most of the time. In such a scenario, it is the PTA that is coming up to the ever changing demands of telecom sector in Pakistan. PTA has not only awarded new licenses for various telecom services but also carried out elaborated efforts to ensure an even playing field for existing and upcoming telecom investors.

More…
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KAPCO ballot held
KARACHI: The non-resident Pakistanis filed 10,521 applications for the Kot Addu Power Company (KAPCO) against 61,379 applications earmarked under the category, including the green shoe option.

Resident Pakistanis or general public filed 1.389 million applications worth Rs20.835 billion against their total allowance of 221,913 applications valued at Rs3.328 billion.

More…
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Multiple firms to supply power after 2009
KARACHI: Industrial and commercial consumers will be able to choose their company of preference for getting electricity after privatisation of power distribution system by the year 2009.

This was stated by the consultant of Privatisation Commission Engr Arshad Raza while speaking at the technical session on privatisation and deregulation of public sector utilities of a symposium of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers of Pakistan (IEEEP) held Saturday.

More…
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Cheap imports damaging local industry
LAHORE: Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI) Senior Vice President Sohail Lashari has asked the Chairman Central Board of Revenue (CBR) to take prompt action for curbing mis-declaration and under invoicing that is damaging the domestic industry.

He was talking to Director General Valuation (CBR) Abdul Wadood Khan on Saturday Former LCCI Presidents Sheikh Mohammad Asif, Mian Anjum Nisar, Executive Committee members Aftab Vohra, Irfan Qaisar and Sheikh Mohammad Younas also attended the meeting.

More…
