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Rice to visit Pakistan
ISLAMABAD: US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice is due to visit Pakistan in mid-March, an official said on Saturday.

Rice is expected in Islamabad on March 17, a senior official of the Foreign Ministry told AFP, but declined to comment further on her engagements.

The US Senate last year approved a 388-million-dollar budget, which includes military aid to Pakistan and its war-torn neighbour Afghanistan.
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Japan offers $ 475 m for highway projects
Karachi—The Federal Minister for Communications Mohammad Shamim Sidiqui said Japan has provided $ 475 million assistance for development of communications infrastructure in Pakistan with more financial and technical support in the pipeline. 

He was addressing a seminar organized to celebrate 50th anniversary of Japan External Trade Organization.
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Govt working on economic revival programme: minister
Islamabad—The government has formulated a comprehensive programme aimed at economic growth and social development in the country.

This was stated by the Minister of State for Local Government and Rural Development, Ch. Zafar Iqbal Warraich while speaking at the concluding session of a week-long workshop and training course entitled “Poverty Alleviation Through Micro- Finance”.
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Sony Ericsson to invade Pakistani cellular industry

Karachi—The Corporate Vice President and head of Asia Pacific Region of Sony Ericsson Kazuo Nakai today said that the company has worked hard for two years to penetrate Pakistani cellular industry market in a big way with innovative and latest technology equipped mobile phones.

Addressing a press conference here he expressed that he was well aware of the tough competition posed by other cellular companies who have recently invaded the Pakistan market with several licenses but his company has worked out their jumping in after taking a calculated risk.
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Economic revival programme prepared
ISLAMABAD, March 5: The government has formulated a comprehensive economic revival programme aimed at economic growth and social development in the country. 

This was stated by Minister of State for Local Government and Rural Development Chaudhry Zafar Iqbal Warriach while speaking at the concluding session of a week-long workshop and training course on "Poverty Alleviation Through Micro-Finance". 
More…
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WB loan for tax reforms

ISLAMABAD, March 5: Islamabad and the World Bank will formally sign the agreement of the approved loan to support the Pakistan's Tax Administration Reform Project (TARP) to be implemented in five years period. 

An official in the Central Board of Revenue (CBR) told Dawn on Saturday that the agreement would be signed here on March 9 by the representatives of the World Bank and Pakistan to formally launch the project. 
More…


http://www.dawn.com/2005/03/06/ebr6.htm 
DAWN 
MARCH 6, 2005 
By Our Reporter

US agrees to extend GSP list to 50

ISLAMABAD, March 5: The United States has agreed to give concessions in import duty on around 50 more Pakistani products under the generalised system of preference (GSP). 

Well-placed sources told Dawn on Saturday that the US has, however, declined the Pakistani demand for inclusion of textile products in the GSP scheme in a similar fashion it has given to other countries. 

According to the sources, the US has offered concession on more Pakistani goods which would include mostly sports goods, cutlery products, surgical instruments, etc. 
More…
