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Foreign Direct Investment will defeat terrorism: Musharraf
ISLAMABAD (March 16 2005): President General Pervez Musharraf while saying that foreign direct investment (FDI) will defeat terrorism, launched a Norwegian cellular vendor, offering competition and quality service. At the same time, the President said by providing more jobs it will alleviate poverty and also spread aware and knowledge that will also counter the terrorists. Musharraf offered these remarks while launching first mobile phone service worth $1 billion that had arrived in Pakistan exactly a year ago, and had swiftly installed itself in the market.

He also pressed into service its GSM mobile network on which the first call was made by President Musharraf to Norwegian Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik to tell him about the fiat of Telenor.
More…
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International Investment Conference 2005: Public and private sectors seek investment in NWFP
PESHAWAR (March 16 2005): The public and private sectors of NWFP on Tuesday asked domestic and foreign investors to invest in the province, which offered best possible fiscal incentives. On the second day of three-day NWFP International Investment Conference 2005 five parallel sessions were held on the potential sectors of the province to lure investors for investment in the various sectors with already promising incentives. Special sessions were held on highly potential sectors of hydel power generation, mineral exploration and production, investment in NWFP tourism industry, trade with Afghanistan and investment opportunities and challenges for existing industries.
More…
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Pakistanis termed as 'telephone hungry' people
ISLAMABAD (March 16 2005): President General Pervez Musharraf has described Pakistanis as 'telephone hungry' people, who always eager to use the facility for unnecessary long conversations. Launching a Norwegian mobile phone network here on Tuesday, he said that even after having finished the urgent matter for which they phoned each other they still wish to continue. And their refrain always was "hoore phair ki haal aey" (tell me how are things otherwise).

This sentence, Musharraf told a large gathering convulsing with laughter was more heard on long distance calls made by overseas Pakistanis to their families.

On such occasions, he said the whole family from a toddler to the patriarch gathered round the instrument wringing hands and waiting for their turn to speak.
More…
http://www.dawn.com/2005/03/16/ebr1.htm 
DAWN 
March 16, 2005 
By Nasir Iqbal 

Foreign firms assured full protection: Musharraf inaugurates new mobile company
ISLAMABAD, March 15: President Pervez Musharraf on Tuesday said only emerging and developing countries ensure profit margin in double digit, and many of foreign entrepreneurs here were making huge profits to the tune of 20 to 50 per cent , an opportunity not available in any of the developed country. 

Launching Telenor, a new cellular mobile phone company, the President said, the government was honouring all agreements made by successive governments with different foreign companies, "even though many of them were unfair to us." 

There were 600 to 700 foreign companies doing business here in Pakistan, of which not a single company was harmed ever. "None of these foreign companies were nationalized even during the nationalization process," he said. 
More…
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10 firms get corporate awards
KARACHI, March 15: Chief executives of ten companies were given corporate excellence awards, sectoral awards and corporate excellence certificates on Tuesday by Javed Iqbal, President of the Management Association of Pakistan (MAP). 

Rafhan Maize Products was declared the best corporate managed company by a committee of the MAP. Pakistan State Oil, Al-Ghazi Tractors and Thal Limited were given awards in their respective sectors, while the corporate excellence certificates were given to Attock Refinery, Colgate Palmolive (Pakistan) Limited, Siemens Pakistan Engineering and Tinpack Film Limited. 
More…
http://www.dawn.com/2005/03/16/ebr7.htm 
DAWN 
March 16, 2005 
By APP


US team explores business prospects
ISLAMABAD, March 15: Pakistan was witnessing an impressive economic growth and its macroeconomic indicators reflected the strength of the economy offering potential business opportunities for the investors. 

This was stated by Ahmet Bozer, chairman of the US-Pakistan Business Council, who met Minister for Information Technology Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari alongside a 14-member strong delegation of US businessmen representing leading multinationals and business groups, including Motorola, Cisco International, Lucent Technologies, Touchstone Communications, Citi group, Coca-Cola and Sweet water International. 

IT Secretary Khalid Saeed, Pakistan Software Export Board Managing Director Dr Aamir Matin and senior officials of the ministry were also present. Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari told the delegation Pakistan was moving on a fast track of growth with all its macroeconomic indicators were showing consistently good performance. 
More…
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New mobile phone service
ISLAMABAD, March 15: Norwegian telecom operator Telenor launched a mobile telephone service in Pakistan on Tuesday, becoming the fifth entrant to the country's thriving but fiercely competitive cellular market. 

President Pervez Musharraf launched the new service with a call to Norwegian Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik, who was in Sydney, Australia.
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Foreign investment helps fight extremism: Musharraf Promises safeguarding investors interest; launches Telenor services
Islamabad—President General Pervez Musharraf has welcomed foreign investment in the country saying it not only boosts economic activity and generates employment opportunities but also contributes to eradicating extremism. “In business-friendly environment unemployment, illiteracy and poverty do not exist and transformation of society takes place, allowing no room for extremist elements.

President Musharraf made these remarks at the launching of Norwegian cellular company Telenor’s service in Pakistan Tuesday. 

IT Minister Awais Leghari, Chairman PTA Maj Gen (Retd) Shahzada Alam, CEO Telenor Jon Fredik Baksaas, Arve Johansen Chairman Telenor Pakistan, Tore Johnsen CEO Telenor Pakistan also addressed the audience on the occasion. 
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Musharraf says foreign investment helps fight terrorism

ISLAMABAD: President General Pervez Musharraf Tuesday said foreign investment contributes towards Pakistan's fight against extremism and terrorism.
"Anyone investing in Pakistan is contributing towards fighting extremism and terrorism as investment creates economic opportunities and helps reduce poverty, which coupled with illiteracy gives rise to the menace," he said.
Addressing a gathering of IT investors Tuesday at the launch of Norwegian Telenor cellular service in Pakistan, the President said: "We will crush terrorism with force and we are doing that, but in the long-term we have to curb extremism through poverty alleviation and raise in literacy levels," he asserted.
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Pak economic growth impressive
LAHORE - Pakistan is witnessing an impressive economic growth and its attractive macro-economic indicators reflected the strength of economy, offering potential business opportunities for the investors. Ahmet Bozer, the Chairman of the US-Pakistan Business Council, said while in a meeting with Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari, the Minister of Information Technology, along with a 14-member delegation of US businessmen, representing leading multinationals and business groups, including Motorola, Cisco International, Lucent Technologies, Touchstone Communications, Citigroup, Coca-Cola and Sweetwater International. 


Khalid Saeed, the Secretary Information Technology, Dr Aamir Matin, Pakistan Software Export Board’s Managing Director, and senior officials of the ministry were also present on the occasion. 
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