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Under-sea fault halts PTCL’s Internet service
KARACHI: An under-sea fault in Pakistan’s optical fibre link with Southeast Asia, Middle East and Western Europe-11 (SEAMEWE-11) brought to a halt the country’s Internet system since Monday evening, sources told the Daily Times.

“The PTCL’s machine diagnosed the fault around 56 kilometres away from the gateway exchange, which is in the open sea near Hawkesbay,” said an official of the Pakistan Telecomm-unication Company (PTCL) from Islamabad.” “At the place of the fault, power supply is not proper,” the official said.

“We are trying to connect power supply with Singapore or any other country to restore the Internet service,” the official said.

The under-sea cable of the Internet passes through the sea to the gateway exchange, the official said. “There is no fault at our gateway exchange, but proper power supply is disconnected in the deep sea,” the official claimed. He said the fault could be removed in 2-3 hours, or it could take longer. However, the satellite Internet service is working properly, he added. 
More…
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Airblue will buy two aircraft for international flights, says Abbasi
LAHORE: Airblue will add two new aircraft to its fleet by November to expand its operations to India, Saudi Arabia and United Kingdom, said Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, Airblue chief operating officer, on Monday.

“We will be adding two new A320 or A321 by November to expand our operations outside Pakistan. Airblue has applied to the ministry for operations to India, Saudi Arabia and UK,” Abbasi said. Airblue currently has a fleet of three A320s.

Talking to Daily Times at Airblue’s 1st anniversary in Garrison Golf Club and Country Club, Abbasi said that currently Airblue’s load factor, the number of passengers carried as a proportion of available seats, was around 90 percent and its profits were higher than its competitors.
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Call to boycott American goods

LAHORE: Tanzeem Hablillah, a non-government organisation, has called for Muslims to boycott American products. 

“Muslims should boycott American products because the US has desecrated the Holy Quran, ridiculed the Islamic way of life and made a woman into an imam,” said Dr Iftikhar Hussain Waris, patron-in-chief of Tanzeem Hablillah, at a meeting on Sunday.

Dr Waris said Americans were prejudiced against Islam. He urged Muslims to boycott American products as they were “minting money” from Pakistan and that money was being used against Muslims. 

He said Tanzeem would give scholarships to needy students and announced two scholarships each in arts, engineering IT and medicine. He said Tanzeem would give 25 poor couples Rs 20,000 each on their marriage each year. 
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SAARC nations agree to develop disaster recovery strategy
ISLAMABAD: Member nations of South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) have agreed to develop a strategy for integrating disaster recovery and reconstruction activities into national sustainable development strategies. 

The seven-member SAARC body at the conclusion of a one-day meeting of the Environment Ministers also adopted the Male Declaration agreeing on exchange of information about existing early warning capabilities in the member States. The meeting also decided to identify national focal points who would meet at the proposed Expert Group Meeting in Dhaka later this year to formulate a comprehensive framework on early warning, disaster management and disaster prevention, prior to the 7th Ministerial Meeting on Environment in Bangladesh. A special session of the SAARC Environment Ministers in the aftermath of the Indian Ocean Tsunami was convened in Male on the initiative of the Government of Maldives. The Male Declaration also stressed to further enhance the capacity of the existing SAARC Meteorological Research Centre in Dhaka and the Coastal Zone Management Centre in Male to carry out their mandated tasks. 
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US considering Pakistan’s proposals to end terrorism and poverty: Noorani
ISLAMABAD: The United States has started considering Pakistan’s proposals to alleviate poverty and curb terrorism from the country in general and from tribal and border areas (between Pakistan and Afghanistan) in particular, Federal Commerce Secretary Tasneem Noorani told Daily Times in an exclusive interview on Monday. 

Tasneem had returned from the US where he held negotiations with senior officials on Pakistan’s proposals to eliminate activities pertaining to terrorism, which springs from poverty.

“Pakistan proposed two ideas to eliminate activities pertaining to terrorism, which springs from poverty,” Tasneem said, adding that Pakistan proposed that if industrial zones were established in various locations in the four federating units poverty would reduce there and ultimately reduce the trend of subversive activities across the country. He said Pakistan was seeking the special duty free access in the US market for the products to be manufactured in the industrial zones. “If the US extends the trade relief, Pakistan will easily be able to reduce the terrorist activities in the country,” he added.
More…
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MoU signed for 200mw coal-based power plant
KARACH: A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed on Monday for setting up a 200mw coal-based power plant and for mine development at a estimated cost of around $ 400 million at the Sondha coalfield in Thatta district.

Sindh Minister for Mines and Mineral Development Irfanullah Khan Marwat on behalf of the Sindh Coal Development Authority (SCDA) and Senator Amin Dadabhoy of Dadabhoy Hydrocarbon Limited signed the MoU. The project will be set up in collaboration with North China Power Eng Co Ltd. 

Mr Marwat said the preparation of a feasibility study and later installation of the plant would take 40 to 45 months. He said one more power generation plant operating at the Sondha coalfield was also in the launching phase.
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OIC foreign ministers’ moot begins in Yemen
ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Khurshid Mahmood Kasuri is heading the Pakistan delegation at the 32nd session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers being held in Sana’a from Tuesday. 

The foreign minister left for the Yemeni capital today for the three-day conference. The annual conference of foreign ministers has major issues before it including Palestine and the Middle East peace process, Jammu and Kashmir, UN reform and Security Council expansion, Islam and the Muslim World, enlightened moderation and rules for observer status. The OIC Contact Group on Jammu and Kashmir would meet on the margins of the ICFM on June 29. 

Pakistan plays an important role in the OIC and is expected to coordinate positions with like-minded countries on a number of issues including the question of UN reform. The ICFM Conference is expected to adopt a large number of resolutions on political and economic issues. 
More…
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Army withdrawn from PTCL installations
KARACHI: Security forces including army troops deployed at various installations of the Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited (PTCL) across the country were being called back, company and ISPR officials said on Monday.

"Security forces, which were deployed across the country by the local administration at PTCL installations under section 144 were being withdrawn," said Ali Qadir Gilani, the chief spokesman for the PTCL.

Talking to The News from Islamabad, he said that the withdrawal process has started on Monday and it would be completed on Tuesday (today).

"We are pulling out troops from PTCL installations," confirmed Colonel Idrees, the spokesman of Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR).

He said that the technical troops of the army came to the PTCL on the request of its management and they have been called back.
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Saarc plans strategy for integrating disaster recovery, reconstruction
ISLAMABAD: Member nations of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (Saarc) have agreed to develop a strategy for integrating disaster recovery and reconstruction activities into national sustainable development strategies.

The seven-member Saarc body on the conclusion of a day-long meeting of the environment ministers also adopted the male declaration agreeing on exchange of information about existing early warning capabilities in the member states.

The meeting also decided to identify national focal points which would meet at the proposed Expert Group Meeting in Dhaka later in the year to formulate a Comprehensive Framework on Early Warning, Disaster Management and Disaster Prevention, prior to the 7th Ministerial Meeting on Environment in Bangladesh.

A special session of the Saarc environment ministers in the aftermath of the Indian Ocean Tsunami was convened in Male on the initiative of the government of Maldives. The Male Declaration also stressed to further enhance the capacity of the existing Saarc Meteorological Research Centre in Dhaka and the Coastal Zone Management Centre in Male to carry out their mandated tasks.
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US diplomat lauds govt’s steps for promotion of education
PESHAWAR: NWFP Minister for Education Maulana Fazle Ali has said MMA government wanted cordial relations with the West and the USA on the basis of equality freedom, national integrity and sovereignty.

He was talking to Michael A. Spangle, principal officer US consulate, Peshawar, who called on him Monday morning.

Flanked by Director Literacy and Schools NWFP Fazle Manan, the education minister discussed matters of mutual interest with main focus on the possibilities of US cooperation to the province in the field of education sector. The minister informed the US diplomat about MMA steps for the promotion of education in the province.
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Conference on gender equality
PESHAWAR, June 27: An international conference on Gender Equality and Micro Finance, organized by the International Network for Alternative Financial Institutions (INAFI) and hosted by the Sarhad Rural Support Programme, was held here on Monday. The Financial Sector Strengthening Project of SDC has also contributed financial support towards the holding of the conference, said a press release issued here. Asif Iqbal Daudzai, provincial minister for information, inaugurated the conference and applauded the decision of the organizers to hold the conference in Peshawar.

Mr Daudzai pointed out that he had been a social activist before entering politics and appreciated the importance of grass-root development for poverty alleviation.

He said that the MMA government was committed to improving the standard of living of the poor and marginalized.

He said that development which respected local culture and norms would be owned by the people.
More…
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Minister for competitive agri sector
FAISALABAD, June 27: Punjab Food Minister Chaudhry Muhammad Iqbal has stressed upon stakeholders and government functionaries to work for meeting the WTO challenges for survival in the global competitive market and economic prosperity. Speaking at the inaugural ceremony of a seminar on ‘Challenges to food industry in WTO scenario’ held at the University of Agriculture here on Monday, the minister underlined the need for making the food production sector relatively competitive and its operational policies, regulations and procedures more harmonized.

He said after the enforcement of sanitary and phytosanitary agreement under WTO, Pakistan was bound to adopt standards and trade-related intellectual property rights.

He said the post-trading system posed a great challenge to the food-related entrepreneurs to adopt their industrial operations according to the WTO standards. There was a need to motivate and create awareness among stakeholders through conferences, seminars and workshops, he added.
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PTCL workers to ‘foil’ sell-off
LAHORE, June 27: The Pakistan Telecommunication Company Ltd (PTCL) workers will ‘foil’ the selling out of their organization as its privatization process has yet to be completed. “Only the bidding process has completed,” the Anti-Privatization Alliance (APA) leaders told the journalists at a press conference here on Monday. They apprehended that some 30,000 workers would lose their jobs with the completion of the privatization process. “The organization is being sold to get rid of the workers who are ‘surplus labour’ according to the government estimates.”

They said that protest against the privatization of national assets like the PTCL would be continued.

The future course of action, they said, would be decided at a meeting of the representatives of all political parties, trade unions and social organizations on July 7 in Lahore.

The APA would hold protest demonstrations at Faisalabad and Gujranwala in July and August. The dates would be announced after the July 7 meeting.
More…
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Two foreign car makers to set up units
KARACHI, June 27: Two new foreign car manufacturing companies would establish their units in Pakistan and if all goes smoothly, they would start manufacturing in 2007. “Moreover Volkswagon company has also been invited to establish its business in Pakistan,” Industries and Production Minister Jehangir Khan Tareen said.

A press release issued by the Press Information Department on Monday said that the statement was made by the minister while talking to the press after the inauguration of Programme Monitoring Unit (PMU) in Karachi on Monday.

Mr Tareen also said that a meeting with all cement manufacturers would be held on June 30 in Islamabad to discuss various issues, including increase in prices of cement. He said that six to seven cement industries were being established in the country and expressed the hope that the production of cement would double in two years. “Increase in demand of cement is mainly due to active industrial growth in the country,” the minister said.
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Saarc may miss Safta accord deadline
ISLAMABAD, June 27: The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (Saarc) is likely to miss the deadline to finalize negotiations in the four areas for implementation of the South Asia Free Trade Area (Safta) accord from January 1, 2006. Informed sources told Dawn on Monday that the Committee on Experts (CoE) on Safta –- a technical team of Saarc member countries entrusted with the task to complete negotiations in eight rounds by the end of May 2005.

The sources said that in the eighth meeting held in Nepal last month, the CoE failed to make any headway, particularly on the issue of rules of the origin and revenue compensation mechanism — a unique facility pledged for the least developed members.

The agreement on Safta was signed at the 12th Saarc summit on January 6, 2004 in Islamabad and was to be implemented on January 1, 2006.
More…
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Proposals ready for cabinet approval: Trade policy by July-end
LAHORE, June 27: Minister of State for Commerce Hamid Yar Hiraj has said the new trade policy would be announced by the end of July. He told reporters after inaugurating the two-day Pakistan International Footwear Exhibition, Juft Shoe Show-2005, at a local hotel here on Monday that the recommendations for the policy had been finalized and would soon be submitted to the cabinet for approval.

Mr Hiraj said the current financial year’s export target of $14 billion would be retained during the next year as well.

He said he felt that no country was dumping its products in Pakistan but the industrialists feeling otherwise could file complaints with the National Tariff Commission for the redressal of their grievances.

He said trade talks were going on with India but suitable areas were to be identified by private sectors of both the countries.
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Pre-bid moot for Mustekham Cement today
ISLAMABAD, Jun 27: The Privatization Commission (PC) is holding apre-bid conference here on Tuesday for sale of 85.29 per cent shares of Mustekham Cement Limited (MCL) held by the holding company SCCP. PC has received forty-five (45) Expressions of Interest (EOI) from prospective investors and business houses in this regard. The pre-bid conference is being held to respond to the investors’ queries regarding the transaction and to inform them about the bidding process.

The companies, which have submitted EOIs for Mustekham Cement Company Limited include 4B Industries, Abdali Brothers, Afzal Motors, Al-Abbas Group of Companies, Al-Hamza Group of Companies, Ali Akbar Enterprises AGRO Division, Alloy Steel Company, AMTEX Pvt Ltd, Asgharali Group, Balochistan Glass Ltd, Bestway Cement Ltd, BNP Grp, Colony Textile Mills Ltd, DAL Teknik Engineering Group, Dewan Mushtaq Group, ELIXIR Securities Pakistan, Fauji Cement Company, Fecto Cement Ltd, Ghazi Grp, Gulistan Group of Companies, Hunza Group of Companies, Imran Pasha (pvt) Ltd, Ittehad Steel, Kohinoor Oil Mills, Lucky Cement Ltd, Maple Leaf Cement Factory Ltd, National Group, Premium Energy, Saif Telecom Ltd, Sapphire Group, Sarwak Clinker Sdn, Bhd, Sarhad Textile Mills Ltd, Shalimar Shoes Ltd, Silver Textile Factory, Subh-e- Noor, Swat Ceramics Company Pvt Ltd, The Petrosin Group, Usman enterprises, Privileged Developments, Pakistan Kuwait Investment Co, Three Stars Group of Companies, Habib Alvi Group of Companies, CEMEX Asia Pvt Ltd, Cement Friends Group and Pak Steel.
More…
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Suzuki gears up to meet demand
KARACHI, June 27: Pak Suzuki Motor Company Limited Managing Director Kenichi Ayukawa has said that the company has geared up its effort to meet the current demand in order to eliminate the menace of premiums and long delays in delivery of vehicles. He said that the expansion of production from 50,000 last year to 80,000 units this year would substantially contribute to the growth of auto industry besides addressing the problems of premiums and late delivery.

Speaking at a ceremony of the company “A landmark achievement – the rolling out of 100,000 Suzuki CNG vehicles”, he said that with the increased supply of vehicles to the market the premiums would decline and the waiting period.
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 ‘Incentives booming telecom sector’
Experts in the telecommunication sector are optimistic that 50 per cent further reduction in the cell phones activation charges in the budget for fiscal year 2005-06 would not only spur growth in the mobile phone sector, but also lead to a stiff competition amongst the six cellular service providers.


They are of the view that the cellular service providers have also reduced tariffs in a bid to maximise their clientele and reduction in activation tax would go a long-way in boosting the mobile phones sector. From July 2005, the activation tax on new mobile phones connection would be charged at the rate of Rs500 per connection as against the existing rate of Rs1000.


In the 2004-05 budget, the federal government had already halved the activation tax from Rs2000 per connection to Rs1000 per connection. This paved way for unprecedented growth in the cellular network in the country.

More…
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Cabinet agenda for June 29
ISLAMABAD (June 28 2005): The Cabinet on Wednesday may approve the long-awaited draft of 'Anti-Money Laundering Bill 2005', and some amendments in the 'ECO Trade Agreement', official sources told Business Recorder. They said that the Cabinet would deliberate on national environment policy, national forest policy, besides reviewing national sports policy and its implementation.

Ratification of the treaty of friendship co-operation and good-neighbouring relations between Pakistan and China, ratification of the agreement signed between Pakistan and Brazil, ratification of agreement between Pakistan and Azerbaijan are also on the agenda.

The Revenue Division has proposed ratification of agreements between Pakistan and Kyrgyzistan and Pakistan and China on co-operation and mutual assistance in customs matters. CBR has sought permission to start negotiations, in principle, on Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for methodological and informative co-operation in customs statistics of foreign trade between Pakistan and Uzbekistan.
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APA moot to discuss anti-privatisation strategy
LAHORE (June 28 2005): Anti-privatisation Alliance (APA) has announced to hold a meeting of all trade unions, political parties and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in Lahore on July 5 for chalking out future strategy against ongoing privatisation process. While addressing a joint press conference here on Monday, various political and labour leaders including Engineer Salimullah Khan, Nusrat Ali Toor, Manzoor Gilani and Farooq Tariq said the APA would also hold anti privatisation rallies in various cities of Punjab including Gujranwala and Faisalabad during next two months.

They said as a result of PTCL privatisation, there would be dismissal of at least 30,000 workers. They said protest demonstrations would also be held on July 5, if the government did not release PTCL leader Haji Khan Bhatti.

They said privatisation experience failed in Pakistan, as cement prices, which were at Rs 80 per bag before privatisation of State Cement Corporation, have now reached Rs 320 per bag. Similarly, ghee prices, which were at Rs 18 per kg before the privatisation of Ghee Corporation of Pakistan, has now reached Rs 90 per kg.
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Economic policies to continue: Soomro
ISLAMABAD (June 28 2005): Acting President Mohammadmian Somroo said on Monday that Pakistan would remain coherent to its economic policies to ensure the foreign investors that it was a safe and attractive place for their investment. He was talking to the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) President Sheikh Saleh Bin Abdullah Kamel, who called on him here.

Shaikh Saleh was accompanied by ICCI secretary general Aqeel Al Jaseem, Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry President Chaudhry Saeed, former FPCCI president Iftikhar Ali Malik, Businessmen Panel Chairman, Tariq Saeed and FPCCI vice president Zubair Malik.

Somroo appreciated the role of the ICCI and hoped that it would make great progress and emerge as an effective platform to give boost to investment and trade among the Muslim countries. More…
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'My Karachi' expo concludes: KCCI efforts lauded for restoring glory of city
KARACHI (June 28 2005): Sindh Minister for Industries, Adil Siddiqui has praised the services of Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI), saying it has played an important role in bringing back lost glory of Karachi. Taking to newsmen at conclusion of three-day exhibition "My Karachi-Oasis of Harmony" organised by the KCCI here at Expo Center on Sunday night, he said that holding of this exhibition would play a big roll in improving image of Pakistan as well as of Karachi abroad.

The minister said that such exhibitions not only improve image but also play a role in attracting foreign and local investors. Adil Siddiqui termed the exhibition successful and said that the participation of China, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka has increased attraction in the exhibition.

He said that the provincial government has removed hurdles in establishing new industrial units in Sindh and advised investors to come forward and utilise opportunities and establish industrial units in the province.
More…
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FPCCI's apath: Sindh traders may form new chamber
KARACHI (June 28 2005): The apathy of the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) in resolving the economic issues facing Sindh, particularly industrialisation, may force Sindh business leaders to announce formation of the Sindh Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

FPCCI managing committee member and Hyderabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry's former President Abdul Razzak Memon, who commands considerable influence in Sindh trade politics, is unhappy with this situation, particularly with those in office in the apex trade body of the country for "constantly ignoring the genuine problems of the province and blocking representation of members at different fora and the FPCCI standing committees."
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Pakistan a strong force on global scene: Soomro
WASHINGTON (June 28 2005): Senate Chairman Mohammadmian Soomro has said that Pakistan is strong force on the international scene. "It is a major player in the global efforts against terrorism, and has performed with zeal to extradite terrorist threats in the region," he said in a message issued to Pakistani American Congress (PAC) on the occasion of its 13th annual conference.

He said Pakistan's status as one of the nuclear powers in the region further enhanced its importance, adding: "Pakistan has certainly proved to be a stabilising force on both these fronts."

"The recent friendly relations with India, also a nuclear state, underlines Pakistan's efforts towards achieving stability in the region," he said.

The senate chairman said that along with a significant presence on the international front, the country was also engaged in confronting its domestic issues head on.

He said Pakistan today was economically vibrant and dynamic with an economy that was fast on its way due to the structural reforms, the present government had introduced.

There had been improvement in macroeconomic indicators and the predicted Gross Domestic Product (GDP) for this year was expected to go beyond seven percent, he said, adding the economic environment was ripe for foreign investment.
More…
