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Gwadar project in second phase
THE implementation of the second phase of Gwadar Port project began last month with the release of the first instalment of Rs16.3 billion. It will help undertake deepening of the port at a cost of $865 million. And China has promised to provide $50 million soft loan.

This mega project will take 8-10 years to complete. The first phase of the project was completed at a cost of $250 million in November last with the Chinese assistance in a span of nearly three-years.
Additional development costs were also envisaged for electrical supply 132 KV transmission line from Turbat to Gwadar at a cost of Rs360 million and a railway line Gwadar-Panjgoor-Dalbandin (515 km) that will cost Rs8,500 million.

In first phase, 15.5 meters channel draining draft were developed and three approach channels were also constructed. The first phase included the development of navigational aids, radar plus VTM system, service jetty, pilot boats, survey boats and a maintenance workshop. After completion of the first phase, the port is able to handle ‘bulk carriers’ of up to 30,000 DWT and container vessels of 25,000 DWT.
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World Bank agrees to finance Wapda projects and NTDC network
ISLAMABAD (June 27 2005): The World Bank has agreed to finance Wapda's Secondary Transmission Grid (STG) and Energy Loss Reduction (ELR) projects besides, 220kV transmission network of the National Transmission and Dispatch Company (NTDC), it is reliably learnt. Sources said the World Bank has asked Wapda's distribution companies and the NTDC to submit their projects during the current months after seeking approval from their respective board of directors.

According to these sources, Discos total investment requirement in STG and ELR projects, approved by the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (Ecnec), and presented to the World Bank amounting to about Rs 64.4 billion ($1.1 billion), of which about Rs 49 billion ($817 million) was for STG projects and 15.4 billion ($257 million) for ELR projects.
More…
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Microsoft holds summit in Swat
KARACHI (June 27 2005): Microsoft Pakistan announced on Sunday that its successful hosting of its second 'Partner Summit' in Swat on June 17-19, 2005, brought together top CEOs of over 19 Microsoft's top partner organisations to discuss last year's performance and share next year's plans for a better alignment of strategies and business development.

The event - which was a great opportunity for organisations' leaders to meet and interact with their peers of the industry - focused on following topics: Unlicensed PC Opportunity, System Builder Channel and Distribution, Volume Licensing Business (Small and Medium Business and Corporate Sector) and Independent Software Vendors (ISV's). Away from the business side, the summit accommodated a number of Fun/Team building activities.

In addition, this year's summit witnessed the launch of the 'Circle of Excellence Award' aimed to recognise top performers among Microsoft's valued partners for the Fiscal Year 2005. This year's winners were: Volume Licensing resellers - IOP and Premier Systems, ISV's - Kalsoft, Distributor - Romasoft, local System Builders - Inbox Technologies and Raffles Systems, MBS partners - Business Solutions.
More…

