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Rice calls President Musharraf
LAHORE: US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on Tuesday telephoned President General Pervez Musharraf and discussed regional and international issues, Geo news channel reported. Talking to the channel on the two leaders telephonic conversation, Federal Information Minister Shiekh Rasheed Ahmad said President Musharraf and Ms Rice exchanged views on the global war on terror and efforts to eliminate extremism. 

“The two leaders also discussed bilateral, regional and international issues in detail,” he said. To a question how significant this telephone call by Ms Rice was at a time when Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh was visiting US, he said the US couldn’t ignore the importance of its relations with Pakistan, adding that Washington was playing a vital role in resolving the Kashmir dispute.
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PM to chair meeting on madrassa reforms


ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz in the next few days will chair a meeting that would discuss issues related to religious schools, sources told Daily Times. 

They said the meeting would chalk out a strategy to deal with religious schools in light of the 7/7 incident in London. “The meeting will focus on aligning religious schools with the mainstream education system and uprooting seminaries that are promoting extremism in collaboration with the Ittehad-e-Tanzimat-e-Madaras-e-Dinya (ITMD),” the sources said.

They said the prime minister will discuss the registration of religious schools and will reconsider giving five Wafaqs, representing five different schools of thought, the status of educational boards. The future status of the Madrassa Reforms Board (MRB) will also on the agenda of the meeting, the sources added.

The federal ministers for education, interior and religious affairs are expected to participate in the meeting, which has been postponed once because of the absence of Ejazul Haq, religious affairs minister.
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US, Pakistan need to build long-term strategic partnership
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and the United States need to have a long-term strategic partnership, as suggested by the 9/11 commission report, US Ambassador to Pakistan Ryan C Crocker said during an interview to a private TV channel on Tuesday. 

Asked whether the US would abandon Pakistan once Osama Bin Laden was captured, Crocker said that there were a lot of people in Pakistan, who thought of this disassociation, and there were a lot of people in the United States, who thought that when Osama Bin Laden was captured, the war on terror would be over. 

“Neither is the case,” he said. “With respect to the US-Pakistan relationship, I think we have learned, both of us, an important lesson over the years, which is that we need to have a long-term strategic partnership. We needed that partnership in back 50s and 60s to contain the Soviet Union. We needed it in 70s to force Soviets out of Afghanistan. We need it today in the war on terror.”
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PM likely to inaugurate first housing exhibition
KARACHI: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz is expected to inaugurate the first International Housing Industry Exhibition on July 29. The three-day fair is scheduled to be held at the Karachi Expo Centre and is a venture of the Karachi Building Control Authority (KBCA) in collaboration of the Association of Builders and Developers. 

Organisers have booked three halls of the centre for this exhibition and more than 100 builders and companies from all over Pakistan, including Gwadar, have confirmed their participation. These mainly include architects, builders, developers, cement manufacturers, marble manufacturers and 70 other industries related to the housing industry. These companies are interested in meeting their target markets and end users directly. Brig (r) SA Nasir, KBCA chief controller, said that this exhibition would be helpful to rehabilitate and promote the housing and construction activities all over the country, especially Karachi.
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President, PM stand firm against terror
ISLAMABAD: President Musharraf and Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz have reiterated the government’s firm commitment to eradicate “the scourge of extremism and terrorism” during a meeting on Tuesday. “We will utilise all our resources to stamp out this menace,” they said. We cannot allow a handful of extremists to hold the majority of moderate and enlightened people hostage, nor can we allow any one to force their views on others,” the two leaders said during a meeting at GHQ Rawalpindi on Tuesday. The two leaders reviewed the internal security of the country with particular reference to the measures being taken against extremism and terrorism. They exchanged views on the prevailing political environment, flood situation and the forthcoming local bodies elections.
More…
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_20-7-2005_pg5_1 
DAILY TIMES 
JULY 20, 2005
By Sajid Chaudhry

Audit of importers, customs agents, others to begin soon

ISLAMABAD: The Central Board of Revenue (CBR) has decided to start sales tax desk audit of commercial importers, customs agents, steel melters and retailers with immediate effect. 

The desk audit will be conducted on the basis of documents available with the sales tax department in the collectorates, and no one from the department will visit the premises of the registered persons. 

This decision was been taken at the sales tax collector’s conference held on July 14 under the chairmanship of M. Abdullah Yusuf, the chairman of the CBR. 

The sales tax wing has already fixed the benchmarks for the abovementioned categories of the sales taxpayers for scrutinizing the sales and ensuring actual collection of the sales tax from them. 

According to the benchmark for the commercial importers, a commercial importer shall pay sales tax on supplies of imported goods at the rate specified in sub-section (1) of section 3 of the Act, on a value addition of not less than 10 percent, through a challan in triplicate, at the same time as making payment of customs duty and sales tax in the Goods Declaration (GD) for such imported goods. 
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Measures to boost medicine export suggested
KARACHI: Pakistan Chemists and Druggists Association (PCDA) has asked ministry of commerce to announce a package to enhance the export of Pakistani medicines to Myanmar.

According to a press release issued on Tuesday members of PCDA said after a weeklong visit to Myanmar the body had realised that there was a sizeable demand of Pakistani medicines in Myanmar.

They further said herbal medicines were also popular in Myanmar and there were great opportunities for the export of herbals. To compete India in the market, Pakistan had to bring down the prices, they added.

They said, a number of Pakistani pharmaceutical companies are registered there and the physician and doctors of Myanmar recommend Pakistani medicines.
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Pakistan needs to diversify its exports: EU
ISLAMABAD: The European Union (EU) on Tuesday suggested that Pakistan should diversify its exports instead of relying on the export of textile products to ensure its presence in the new world trading system.

A representative of the European Union said this at a consultative workshop, organised by the European Union in cooperation with the government of Pakistan. The workshop was aimed at conducting a “Trade Needs Assessment” mission in Pakistan.

He said there are many areas in which Pakistan could diversify its exports. The EU representative also told Pakistan officials and private sector economic managers that Pakistan was far behind in the services sector and needed to look into the constraints on developing the services sectors and its exports.

However, most of the officials and private sector representatives at the three-hour workshop developed a consensus on the need to seek assistance from European Union on enhancing the capacity building in almost all areas of trade which are vital to keep Pakistan very much in the world trading system.
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FPCCI to organise seminar
KARACHI: Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) has decided to create a database for textile industry relating to environmental issues. 

According to a press release issued on Tuesday, a meeting of FPCCI decided to organize a series of seminars, mainly focusing on environmental issues and its solution to meet the NEQs for the industries. The date would be announced soon. The meeting also emphasized to meet the environment standards in every field of life either at industrial, municipal or hospital level.
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USAID mission meets DCO to identify issues
JAMSHORO: A two-member USAID mission called on the DCO Hyderabad to identify the issues of health, sanitation and safe drinking water being faced by the district government and relevant organisations in their respective areas.

The mission comprised Rochelle Rainey, environmental health expert, and Dr Qadeer Ahsan, programme management specialist health.

Talking on the occasion, they said their organisation was interested in improving capacity building of the relevant organisations through technical assistance and involvement of the private sector, enabling them to provide safe drinking water with proper health and sanitation facilities for the people of urban as well as rural areas. Therefore, their organisation was designing a new programme under the title of "Water Sanitation and Hygienic Promotion" for Pakistan.

They said designing of this programme would be completed by the end of this year under which at least two districts from each province would be included.

Dr Qadeer was of the view that priority would be given to the districts where other programmes of USAID were already in progress.
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PN gets new hovercraft, military assault boats
KARACHI: A significant strength in the offensive punch of the Pakistan Navy’s Marine Force has been achieved by the induction of three hovercraft and three military assault boats not only capable of operating deep inside the creek areas up to Sir creek but also on the coastal belt of Balochistan.

Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee General Ehsanul Haq said this addressing the induction ceremony that was held at the PNS Himalaya, Manora on Tuesday.

He said that Pakistan stood committed to safeguard its geographical and ideological boundaries and we would leave no stone unturned to meet our defence requirement.

Acquisition of these military assault boats and hovercraft bears is a testimony to this fact, he said. This induction will certainly add to the operational capability of the force and would also give Pakistan Navy a qualitative edge besides enhancing its effectiveness and reach at sea, he observed.
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IT industry needs global marketing: Kamal

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Information Technology, Mustafa Kamal, on Tuesday said Pakistan’s IT industry has all potential and ingredients for investment, but it only needs marketing internationally.

Addressing a joint press conference with Managing Director Pegagis Consultancy Limited, Aasim A Siddiqui, on the country’s premier telecom & IT show - Connect IT Pakistan - to be held in the city from December 8 to 10, he said the exhibition is a real step ahead in marketing Pakistani IT industry.

"When I took over the office the total budget of IT department was around Rs7 million. This year it rose to Rs735 million for 16-18 different IT projects," he said. The minister said foreign expertise and faculty are being asked to facilitate local institutions to enhance knowledge and potential of IT professionals. He hoped Connect IT will be ‘one of best shows ever’.
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Trade policy 2005-06 on Thursday
ISLAMABAD: Trade policy for the fiscal year 2005-06 laying emphasis on capacity building on WTO and developing export of services will be announced on Thursday, July 21.

Federal Minister for Commerce Humayun Akhtar Khan would announce the policy after approval of the federal cabinet on Thursday at 6.15 p.m. on Pakistan Television.

Following successful achievement of export target during 2004-05 the new target of exports is likely to be enhanced to the level of over $16 billion.

The new Trade Policy is being prepared to cater to the needs of WT0 regime and may envisage measures regarding improvement in quality standards of the local produce to cope with the growing challenges of the competitive world market.
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Cell-phone strength seen boosting Motorola’s 2Q
NEW YORK : Motorola Inc is expected to report strong earnings for the second quarter, as it continues to take market share away from rivals in the cell-phone market. Analysts polled by Thomson Financial, on average, expect the Schaumburg, Illinois-based electronics giant to report second-quarter earnings of 25 cents a share Tuesday after the financial markets close. Motorola roundly beat analyst projections for its previous quarter, with earnings coming in at 28 cents per share, 9 cents above the average estimate.

Motorola’s sales remain robust, led by the sleek RAZR mobile phone, which is still a hot item, particularly in Europe and Asia. The overseas business helped overshadow lower average selling prices and the negative effects of a rising dollar. "The global wireless handset market continues the vibrant growth observed in 2004, with Motorola delivering consistent strong execution, with well-designed new products and improving economics," said Paul Sagawa, an analyst with Bernstein & Co. While Finnish telecommunications equipment maker Nokia Corp. retains its top position in the cell-phone market, Sagawa said in a note that Motorola is taking business away from Siemens, LG Electronics and Sony Ericsson. Sagawa added that Sony Ericsson and LG are competing with aging products.
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IBM bounces back
BOSTON: International Business Machines Corp rebounded from a previous disappointment by reporting second-quarter earnings on Monday that surpassed analysts’ expectations. Improvement in the services division bouyed the results.

In the quarter that ended June 30, IBM showed net profit of $1.83 billion, or $1.12 per share, compared with $1.74 billion, or $1.01 per share, in the previous year. However, that comparison is skewed because the sale of IBM’s personal computer division to China’s Lenovo Group Ltd closed on May 1, lowering the figures IBM posted in the remaining two months of the quarter. Looking only at continuing operations, IBM showed a profit of $1.85 billion, $1.14 per share. Second-quarter revenue was $22.27 billion, down 4 per cent from $23.10 billion a year ago. Without the one month of sales in the PC business, IBM’s revenue would have been about $21.70 billion. Analysts surveyed by Thomson Financial had forecast earnings of $1.03 per share on revenue of $21.96 billion.
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KARACHI: Privatization of govt hospital criticized
KARACHI, July 19: Former City Nazim Niamatullah Khan has expressed concern over the reports of handing over the Government Children Hospital, North Karachi to the private sector. He said, in a statement, that handing over the hospital to the private sector would be a sheer cruelty with the city’s poor and middle class people, as a common man could not afford expensive treatment in private hospitals.

Mr Niamat said the first trauma centre, which was set up in the public sector in Karachi a few years back, had already been privatized by the Sindh government, and now it (the govt) was after the children hospital.

With the introduction of the present local government system, he pointed out that all government, except teaching hospitals, were under city government control.

But, he said, the health department from day one was opposed to the devolution system and had been intervening in the affairs of hospitals, which were under the control of the city government to fail the local government system.
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Musharraf, Rice discuss war on terror
ISLAMABAD, July 19: US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice called President Gen Pervez Musharraf on Tuesday and exchanged views with him on the ongoing war against terror and international issues. Minister for Information Sheikh Rashid Ahmed confirmed the telephonic conversation but declined to give any details.

Ms Rice called President Musharraf after the latter had a meeting with the visiting chief of the US Central Command, General John P. Abizaid.

Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) said in a statement that in his meeting with Gen Abizaid, President Musharraf expressed the hope that his visit and his meetings with the Pakistani military leadership would help enhance cooperation between the armed forces of the two countries.

President Musharraf and Gen Abizaid discussed the regional and international geo-strategic situation with particular reference to Afghanistan, the ISPR said.
More…
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Provinces ignored in framing of trade policy
ISLAMABAD, July 19: The federal government has ignored the four provinces for the first time in framing of trade policy for 2005-06. Informed sources told Dawn on Tuesday that in the past, the commerce ministry used to consult provinces in finalizing the proposals for the trade policy.

According to the sources, two provinces have reportedly registered their displeasure with the federal government for not seeking their proposals before finalizing the trade policy.

Commerce Minister Humayun Akhtar Khan will unveil the policy on radio and television on July 21.

The sources said the commerce minister last year met the Chief Minister of Punjab Chaudhary Pervez Elahi in Lahore and Governor Sindh Dr. Ishratul Ibad in Karachi much ahead the finalization of the trade policy proposals for the year 2004-05.
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US assures Pak of support in defence
ISLAMABAD - US Secretary of State Dr Condoleezza Rice on Tuesday made a telephone call to President Musharraf and assured him of all possible support to Pakistan by the United States in defence and economic sectors.


Dr Rice talked to President Musharraf on various international and regional issues with focus on war against terror, said an official source. 


He said it was in this context that the two leaders discussed the probe into London bomb blasts.


President Musharraf told the US Secretary of State that Pakistan had been extending all possible cooperation to UK in its investigations of bomb blasts, the source said.


General Musharraf said Pakistan would continue with its key role in war on terror and steps would be taken to eradicate the scourge from tribal areas and other parts of country, the source added.
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Trade policy for 2005-06 to be announced tomorrow
ISLAMABAD (APP) - Trade policy for the fiscal year 2005-06 laying emphasis on capacity building on WTO and developing export of services will be announced on July 21 (Thursday). Federal Minister for Commerce Humayun Akhtar Khan would announce the policy after approval of the federal cabinet on Thursday at 6.15 p.m. on Pakistan Television.

Following successful achievement of export target during 2004-05 the new target of exports is likely to be enhanced to the level of over $16 billion. 

The new Trade Policy is being prepared to cater to the needs of WT0 regime and may envisage measures with regard to improvement in quality standards of the local produce to cope with the growing challenges of the competitive world market. World trade was facing difficult situation owing to abolition of quota system and changes in tariffs to emerge after implementation of WTO regime this year. 
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Foreign investment crossed $1.67 billion in 2004-05
ISLAMABAD (July 20 2005): The flow of foreign investment into the country crossed $1.67 billion mark during 2004-05, against 0.921 billion in 2003-04, depicting a significant growth of 82.61 percent. However, according to break-up, net inflow of foreign private investment was $152.6 million whereas foreign direct investment (FDI) was $1.524 billion, portraying a record high growth.

A cursory look on the data issued by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) showed that United Arab Emirates (UAE) was the biggest investor in Pakistan with $367.5 million FDI and $49.8 million private investment, totalling $417.3 million.

UAE and America both topped the list of total foreign investment (both FDI and private investment). However, in terms of foreign private investment, Hong Kong was also a big investor with $28.9 million, followed by Netherlands $23.2 million and UK $17.6 million.
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Trade policy to be announced July 21
ISLAMABAD (July 20 2005): Trade policy for the fiscal year 2005-06 laying emphasis on capacity building on WTO and developing export of services will be announced on July 21, 2005. Federal Minister for Commerce Humayun Akhtar Khan would announce the policy after approval of the federal cabinet on Thursday at 6.15 pm on Pakistan Television.

Following the successful achievement of export target during 2004-05 the new target of exports is likely to be enhanced to the level of over $16 billion.

The new Trade Policy is being prepared to cater to the needs of WTO regime and may envisage measures with regard to improvement in quality standards of the local produce to cope with the growing challenges of the competitive world market.

World trade was facing difficult situation owing to abolition of quota system and changes in tariffs to emerge after implementation of the WTO regime this year.
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IIN to offer e-learning, e-shops services to industry
FAISALABAD (July 20 2005): Industrial Information Network (IIN), Pakistan's first B2B and business information portal, will offer unique services in near future to the industry like e-Learning and e-Shops, which will give Pakistani businessmen a chance to maintain details of their products online as potential marketing tools to increase the possibility of getting business orders even when they are sleeping.

According to SMEDA sources, under the e-Learning and e-Shops, online loan calculator and facility to apply for loans online and getting their approvals, legal tool kit where a businessmen will be required to key in information regarding their business and they will be provided with a list of all the laws, rules and regulations that are applied in their line of business, WAP enable services ie facility to get live rates on mobile devices, live container tracking facilitating exporters and importers tracking their shipment online.
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'Government providing facilities for export-oriented projects'

LAHORE (July 20 2005): Minister of State for Commerce Minister Hamid Yar Hiraj has said that the present government is doing its utmost to boost and diversify the country's exports by providing medium to long-term facilities to the eligible export-oriented entities.

He was speaking at a seminar on "Scheme for long-term financing for the export-oriented projects", which was jointly organised by Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) and the Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI) here on Tuesday.

Tahir Javed Malik, Convener LCCI Standing Committee on Exports, and Khalid Rafique, LCCI Convener Standing Committee on Banking, Economic Affairs, Leasing and Modaraba, also spoke on the occasion.
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NA committee on IT & Telecommunications meets
ISLAMABAD July 20 : Standing Committee on Information Technology and Telecommunications met under the chairmanship of Mr. Mohammad Tahir shah, MNA in the Parliament House on Wednesday.

The President PTCL briefed the committee about the recent breakdown of SE- ME-WE3 Undersea optical fiber cable breakdown. Committee was informed that the fault in the optic fiber cable occurred 5 kilometers away from Karachi due to fishing activity in that area which disrupted the communication links with rest of the world. 
PTCL taking cognizance of the problem informed SMW3 Consortium which dispatched E-marine Cable Ship to rectify the error. He further informed that fault was rightly located and rectified in a record period of 10 days. Meanwhile communication link was established through satellite, which cost $2 million dollars to the PTCL. 

Committee directed the PTCL Management to make alternate arrangements for the undersea optical fiber cable in order to avoid any future lapse, in that regard. Committee also asked the PTCL to take up the issue with Marine Security Department in order to restrain fishing activity around the cable.
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