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Musharraf calls meeting on law and order today
ISLAMABAD: President General Pervez Musharraf has called a meeting on Friday (today) to discuss why Police Order 2002 has not been implemented, and security arrangements for the upcoming local government elections.

Interior Ministry sources told Daily Times the president expressed his concern over the non-implementation of the police order.

Among others the meeting will be attended by the provincial chief ministers and inspectors general of police; Aftab Sherpao, the federal interior minister; Syed Kamal Shah, the interior secretary and the district police officers (DPOs). The chief ministers will apprise the president of difficulties they face in implementing the order.
During its last meetings the NA Standing Committee on Interior had expressed reservations over the non-implementation of the police order. The committee also deplored the lack of Provincial Public Safety Commissions.
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SAARC ministers meet tomorrow
ISLAMABAD: Health ministers of the South Asian Association of Regional Cooperation (SAARC) are scheduled to meet in Islamabad on Saturday to finalise several heath-related initiatives, including the establishment of a joint health team of SAARC countries to deal with natural disasters like the recent tsunami. Health Minister Naseer Khan told a press conference that the 2nd SAARC Health Ministers’ Conference would discuss joint ventures to carry out research activities and fight communicable and non-communicable diseases. 

The minister said SAARC countries could form a joint health team to cope with natural disasters involving a high number of casualties. Mr Khan said that SAARC countries could mobilise their resources to help each other in crises. The conference – to be inaugurated by Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz – will review the performance of SAARC countries in their commitment to achieve four of the eight millennium development goals (MDGs) related to healthcare issues.
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Large scale production grew by 16.69%

ISLAMABAD: The manufacturing of 39 major industrial goods witnessed a growth of 16.69 percent in eleven months of 2004-05, which is said to be a commanding position for the 39 major industries to surpass the overall target of 12 percent. 

According to official data compiled by the ministry of industries, production and special initiatives, the manufacturing of cigarettes stood at 56,736 million number in the first 11 months of 2004-05 against 51,196 million in the same period of 2003-04 which is an increase of 10.82 percent. 

The production of cotton yarn showed a growth of 18.23 percent and stood at 2,091,167 thousand kg against 1,768,670 thousand kg in the same period of 2003-04 fiscal year. 

The cotton cloth (mill sector) showed a growth of 31.22 percent and the total production stood at 810,891 thousand meter during July-May 2004-05 against 617,964 thousand meters in the same period of 2003-04 fiscal year. 
More…
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TDM centre being set up in Karachi
LAHORE: Technical Upgradation and Skill Development Company (TUSDEC) will set up a Tools, Dies and Molds Centre in Karachi at a cost of Rs 450 million to provide services and manufacturing facilities to country's engineering sector.

Pakistan Industrial Develop-ment Corporation (PIDC) has provided a piece of land sprawling over an area of two acres near National Refinery Limited (NRL) for the project. This was disclosed by Chairman TUSDEC, Almas Hyder while presiding over a meeting here Thursday. Among others present on this occasion were- Minoru Ohira , a consultant from Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO), General Manager, Pakistan Industrial and Technical Assistance Centre (PITAC), Syed Anwar, Syed Farrukh Jamal, Managing Director Simcon , Ashfaq Paracha, Chief Executive, Alson Autoparts.
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PAFL sell-off deal signed
ISLAMABAD: Consortium of Reliance Export Thursday got 94.8% equity stake together with transfer of management control of the Pakarab Fertilizers (Pvt) Ltd. A signing ceremony of Share Purchase Agreement (SPA) in this connection was held here in Privatization commission.

Secretary Ministry of Privatization, M Tahsin Iqbal Khan and Arif Habib of Reliance Exports Ltd signed the agreement. After signing ceremony Secretary Ministry of Privatization, M. Tahsin Iqbal Khan congratulated the Consortium of Reliance Export for winning the bid and expressed the hope that new owners will earn more profit after undertaking value addition process in the company.

He said it was a 4th major and landmark transaction of privatization undertaken by the privatization during last six months. He said the ongoing privatization process will continue successfully and at least three major transactions are likely to be matured by December 2005.
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8 major firms allowed customs duty rebate
ISLAMABAD: The Central Board of Revenue has allowed customs duty rebate on import or on account of local procurement of pure terephthalic acid (PTA) equal to the tariff protection available to local industry, to eight major companies of the country. 

The consumer companies are ICI Polyester Fiber, Rupali Polyester Ltd, Rupafil Ltd, Ibrahim Fibres Ltd, Dewan Salman Fibres Ltd, Pakistan Synthetic Ltd, Gatron Industries Ltd and Novatex Ltd. According to the mechanism under which the companies will be able to avail themselves of the rebate of duty, in case of imported pure terephathalic acid (PTA), the importer shall file a repayment claim in respect of the imports during the previous month, by the 5th day of the next month with the collector of customs, Model Customs Collectorate, Karachi, in the form as set out in Annex A, enclosing copies of the relevant goods declarations showing payment of customs duty on imported PTA. For imports with effect from the June 7, 2005, the application may be filed after the July 5, 2005.
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Pakistan PM’s visit to US put off

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz’s visit to US and Canada later this month has reportedly been put off and a decision in this regard is expected to be taken after he returns from his European tour. 

While media reports said that Aziz’s visit to Washington, which was scheduled to take place on July 29 has been put off, Foreign Office spokesman Jalil Abbas Jilani said on Friday that a decision in this regard will be announced after Prime Minister’s return from his tour of Germany and Italy on Friday. 

The postponement of the visit was attributed to the situation prevailing in Pakistan. The upcoming local body polls, floods, the triple train accident and the situation arising out of Islamist alliance passing the controversial HISBA Bill to appoint Islamic ombudsmen in the NWFP province where it is in power are some such issues. 

The new dates for his visit were expected to be announced later. 
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Bill Gates says he will visit Pakistan
SEATTLE: Bill Gates, the Chief Executive of Microsoft, has shown willingness to visit Pakistan when an invitation was extended by the world’s youngest MCP (Microsoft certified professional) Arfa Karim, 10, here on Tuesday.

The 10-year-old Pakistani, Arfa, is currently in the United States to visit the Microsoft Headquarters which is being sponsored by the cyber giant in recognition of her achievements in computer literacy at such a young age.

Mir Khalil-ur-Rahman Foundation was the first to acknowledge Arfa’s talent and recently presented her with the ‘Shabash Award’.

Arfa, who spent 10 minutes with Gates in his office, told The News: "I am very glad that I met with Bill Gates. He is a great guy; very simple, very friendly and very humble." She also read out a poem to Gates. Arfa said when she extended the invitation to Gates to visit Pakistan, he said he will come to Pakistan in the near future.
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PM to open Saarc Health Ministers’ Conference tomorrow
ISLAMABAD: Health ministers from Saarc countries will converge in Islamabad today (Friday) for a two-day conference that seeks to define the framework within which countries in the region would pool their resources and expertise for a healthy South Asia.

The impetus for organising the conference, which will be inaugurated by Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz Saturday, stems from the need to profit from each other’s strengths and successes and to identify a roadmap for collective action in the region — more so in view of the fact that fifty percent of the Millennium Development Goals are centred around health.

Addressing a press conference here Thursday, Federal Minister for Health Mohammad Nasir Khan highlighted key issues for discussion during the conference. He was flanked by Secretary Health Syed Anwar Mehmood and Director General Health Dr. Abdul Majeed Rajput.
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PM urges businessmen to invest in Pakistan
ROME: Pakistan and Italy on Thursday decided to expedite the implementation of an agreement between the Export Promotion Bureau and the Italian Institute of Foreign Trade on boosting bilateral trade and economic cooperation.

The decision came during a meeting between Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz and Italian Minister for Productive Activities (Industries and Trade) Cdlaudio Scajola, who called on the Shaukat Aziz.

Aziz explained in detail Pakistan’s economic reforms and the results achieved by the country, including 8.4 per cent growth. It was decided in the meeting to activate an existing joint commission to promote trade activities between the two countries.

Proposals on training facilities from Italy to Pakistan in the sectors of marble and graphite finishing, jewellery manufacturing and improving quality of footwear and leather goods were discussed.

It was also decided to undertake joint ventures in the spheres of enhance auto parts, marble and graphite, jewellery, textile and footwear.
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Industry facing dearth of specialised engineers
KARACHI: The industry is facing a dearth of specialised engineers, President Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry Khalid Firoz said on Thursday.

"We need specialised engineers for textile sector, hotel management, mechanical and plastic industry," he said, talking to a delegation of Higher Education Commission (HEC) at the chambers office.

In a meeting with the president and managing committee of the KCCI the delegation informed that HEC would set up an engineering university in Karachi with the technical support of government of France to fulfil the needs of trade and industry for developing skilled engineers.

Firoz said that every sector should have specialised engineers and added that the existing engineering institutes were also short of required staff.

Sonia Darraq an official of Embassy of France, Louis Cote, consultant University of Engineering and Technology, France and Ali Amjad Awan, and Pervez Siddiq, officials of HEC were present on the occasion.
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Raw items import through TCP sought
KARACHI, July 14: Union of Small and Medium Enterprises (UNISAME) has urged the government to allow Trading Corporation of Pakistan (TCP) to import raw materials for supply to SMEs in the forthcoming trade policy. In a statement here Thursday, UNISAME President Zulfikar Thaver said Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) pointed out that due to limited financial resources, SMEs could not import raw materials in bulk and mostly depended on the commercial importers who supply them at higher prices.

“To reduce the cost, they need the continued supply of required raw materials at reasonable prices to become competitive in the market. Since majority of the SMEs are the suppliers to the exporters or directly export, they needed to be competitive,” he added.
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Pakistan’s share only 0.06pc: Services sector
ISLAMABAD, July 14: Pakistan’s share in the world services sector could not grow beyond 0.06 per cent due to a number of impediments and obstacles. Officials told Dawn on Wednesday that the total value of Pakistan’s export of services stood at $1.5 billion in 2003-04, while the value of imported services was $2.5 billion during the same year.

This showed that the trade deficit in the services sector stood at almost $1 billion in 2003-04. While the total world trade in services stood at $1.7 trillion. Pakistan government services and communication services were the only sector which stood in surplus, while the rest remained in the deficit during the same year under review.

These barriers both tariff and non-tariff restricted the entry of Pakistani services providers to the market of both developed and developing countries.
More…
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No training camps for terrorism exist in Pakistan: foreign office rejects allegations

ISLAMABAD (July 15 2005): Foreign Office Spokesman Jalil Abbas Jillani said here on Thursday that governments of Pakistan and India were unanimous in fighting the threat of terrorism in the region. Speaking at his weekly news briefing, he told questioners that this agreement had been repeated at several meetings of the Working Group on the threat, and also reiterated at the meetings between the foreign and interior secretaries of the two governments.

He rejected the suggestions from abroad that training camps for terrorism still existed in Pakistan, and that the recent upsurge in the liberation movement in the occupied territory was due to crossing of the Line of Control.

Jillani gave a lie to the allegations and challenged the assertions, saying no such camps existed in Pakistan, and recent statements abroad were an attempt to disrupt the peace process.
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Pakistani firms can also get assistance to relocate industries
KARACHI (July 15 2005): The scope of the scheme for assistance to relocate industries, which was confined to only foreign companies has been extended to cover Pakistani companies as well. The Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) has informed all the trade bodies that it has been decided to broaden the scheme and extend it to Pakistani companies also.

The Ministry of Commerce had announced a scheme for assistance for relocation of industries in the Trade Policy 2003-2004. Initially, the scheme was applicable to foreign companies, which wanted to re-locate their industry in Pakistan.

It has also been decided that those foreign firms, which either have closed down or in the process to close and wishing to sell their plant and machinery, will be assisted by the EPB to sell their machinery in Pakistan through press advertisement in Pakistan announcing the details of the machinery.
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Trade policy must favour businessmen: Unisame
KARACHI (July 15 2005): President Union of Small & Medium Enterprises (Unisame), Zulfikar Thaver has urged Federal Commerce Minister that the trade policy should aim at facilitating traders and make conducting of business hassle free. Thaver emphasised the need for regular smooth supply of raw materials and in this connection urged the MINCOM to strengthen the secondary imports by substantial quantities to be imported by the Trading Corporation of Pakistan (TCP).

He called for ensuring supply of raw material to the SME industries, the victims of monopolistic tendencies of the very big importers and added the role of TCP should be to keep reserves of plastic, paper, chemicals, metals and other raw materials to maintain the supply.

The other very important aspect is the export of manufactured goods and in this connection Unisame has requested the commerce minister to enable the SME industries to compete and this can be done by reducing the cost of production and providing affordable logistics, according to a statement issued here. More…
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Pakistan assumes Conference on Disarmament's presidency
GENEVA (July 15 2005): Pakistan has assumed Presidency of the Conference on Disarmament (CD) this week which will last till the end of August 2005. Masood Khan, Pakistan's Permanent Representative to the United Nations, presided over the first meeting of the CD on Thursday. Ambassador Khan succeeded Norwegian envoy, Ambassador Wegger Strommen, who chaired the Conference in June and in the early part of July this year.

In a wide-ranging statement, while chairing the CD Ambassador Masood Khan said, "the Conference on Disarmament can move forward if it has agreement on the programme of work."

The conference has not been able to make any progress in the last eight years due to a serious deadlock amongst member states, he said, adding: "The impasse is political, not procedural."
More…
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Resolution to support Pak-India gas line tabled in US Congress
WASHINGTON (July 15 2005): United States Congressman Jim McDermott has introduced a resolution in the House of Representatives supporting Pakistan-India gas pipeline, saying it a "landmark initiative in bilateral energy co-operation between the two countries."

The resolution, sent to the committee, says that the US national security depends on world peace. It is in the best interests of the US, as facilitator to support the agreement between India and Pakistan to construct a natural gas pipeline, a historic initiative."

It says, "an economically, politically and technically sound natural gas pipeline through Pakistan to India is a vehicle for furthering the national security of the US."

"The initiative would ensure energy security for Pakistan and India, while strengthening the peace process and fostering greater economic co-operation between the two historically hostile countries."
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Applications invited for setting up another optic fibre link
ISLAMABAD (July 15 2005): Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) has sought applications from companies holding Long Distance International (LDI) licenses for establishing another optic fibre link in the country. Telecommunication and Information Technology sectors were badly hit by the recent fault in the only optic fibre link of Pakistan with the world.

However, Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited (PTCL) is laying another optic fibre cable for establishing unhindered link with outside world.

The Company will create optic fibre link with India during coming two months.

It is pertinent to mention here that optic fiber cable fault caused the loss of an estimated dollars 50 million, besides an irreparable damage to business goodwill.
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Pak textile sector to miss exports target

LAHORE, July 15 : Pakistan’s largest industrial sector, textile, is set to miss the annual target of exports, projected for the fiscal year 2004-05.

In July to May period of last fiscal the country has exported $7.70 billion worth textile and its related products while over one billion dollars exports of textile are required in the month of June to meet the annual target of $9.2 billion for 2004-05.

The total textile exports in 11 months of last fiscal year are even half a billion dollars below the actual textile exports in entire financial year 2003-04, when textile items fetched $8.3 billion.

In the last Trade Policy the Ministry of Commerce and Export Promotion Bureau had projected the target of textile exports around $9.2 billion after consulting the textile stakeholders.
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