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Pak stand based on principles: PM

Says Islam should not be linked to terrorism

BERLIN: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz said on Monday Pakistan's opposition to expansion of the United Nations Security Council is based on principles and is not country specific.

"Our position is based on principle that we need reforms in the United Nations, not its realignment," he said while speaking at Bertelsmann Foundation here on "Pakistan's Role in the Promotion of Regional Stability and Development".

Explaining Pakistan's stance on the UN expansion, the prime minister said Pakistan wants the UN reform process should go beyond reshaping of the Security Council. "Whatever the outcome, it should be to strengthen the organisation and not to polarise it," he added.

More…
http://www.jang.com.pk/thenews/jul2005-daily/12-07-2005/main/main8.htm 
THE NEWS 
July 12, 2005
By Our corresondnet


Pakistani officials visit US aircraft carrier
KARACHI: A delegation comprising officers of the Pakistan Air Force (PAF), Pakistan Navy and Pakistan Coast Guards, led by Secretary Defence Lt Gen (Retd) Tariq Wasim Ghazi, visited the US aircraft carrier, USS Nimitz, says a press release.

On board the USS Nimitz about 175 kilometres from Karachi, Rear Admiral Peter H Daly welcomed the secretary defence and his delegation and briefed them about the ship. The USS Nimitz is one of a dozen US aircraft carriers. The secretary defence inspected F-18 aircraft on board the USS Nimitz and also witnessed a demonstration of flight operations.

Stressing need for further promoting cooperation between the US and Pakistan in the defence field, Rear Admiral Daly said that cooperation between the two countries is utmost necessary for success of the war on terror. He also presented honorary shields to Lt Gen (Retd) Tariq Wasim Ghazi, Director General Pakistan Coast Guards Brigadier Farzook Attaullah and former Naib Nazim of Karachi Tariq Hassan.

More…
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Compensation for losses IT industry seeks help of president
ISLAMABAD: The key stakeholders in the IT industry in private sector Monday sought intervention of President General Pervez Musharraf to bail them out of the crises in the wake of the internet outage and questioned role of the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) in the issue.

The Internet Service Providers Association of Pakistan (ISPAK), Call Centres Association of Pakistan (CCAP) and Telecom Operators Association of Pakistan (TOA) released to the media their estimate of losses in their respective spheres of the industry and demanded compensation from the Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited (PTCL).

The private players in the IT industry said the regulatory authority has been silent on the issue, while the Telecom Act of 1996 requires it to ensure the quality of telecom services to consumers. They also alleged the PTCL of having little business ethics and exhibiting moral bankruptcy towards its clients by sending them bills instead of extending apologies and offering monetary compensation.
More…
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Pakistan offers vast investment opportunities, says Musharraf
RAWALPINDI: President Pervez Musharraf said on Monday a number of infrastructure development projects under way in the country and robust growth of the national economy offer tremendous scope for investment.

He was speaking to a 10-member delegation of national and international industrialists, representing the steel sector, who called on him. The industrialists are currently visiting Pakistan for participation in an investment-oriented international workshop on the steel sector.

The president said by the grace of Almighty Allah, future prospects for the national economy are very bright. Of the approximately 700 multinational business concerns operating in Pakistan, nearly all have been posting profits in double figures, he pointed out. 

More…
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Bush terms Pak role remarkable
WASHINGTON: President George W Bush on Monday mentioned Pakistan thrice in his address to the FBI Academy, stating that "our ally" has contributed remarkably in the war against terrorism.

In his remarks, he referred to the strategy to fight the war against terrorism, Bush said, "In southeast Asia, a top strategist for al-Qaeda’s associate group was captured. We captured the mastermind of the September the 11th attacks. We captured a terrorist involved in the bombings of the US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania.

"Our ally, Pakistan, has killed or captured more than 600 terrorists, including bin Laden’s chief of operations, a man named al-Libbi." Bush said: "Saudi Arabia has killed or captured more than two dozen of its most wanted terrorists." "So, together with our allies, we’re on the offence, and we will stay on the offence. We have damaged the al-Qaeda network across the world. In the Persian Gulf, al-Qaeda’s chief of operations has been captured."

More…
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Daimler Chrysler to set up plant in Pakistan
PM woos German firms for investment

ON BOARD PM’S SPECIAL PLANE: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz said on Monday that the German company, Daimler Chrysler, had shown interest in establishing a truck assembling plant in Pakistan.

President of Daimler Chrysler, the manufacturers of Mercedes cars, held a meeting with the prime minister. Talking to reporters on board his special plane while travelling from Frankfurt to Berlin, the prime minister said during a meeting with him, Eirch Jonscher, the president of Daimler Chrysler, has agreed on establishing bus and truck assembly.

Shaukat said the head of the German company told him they were in contact with a UAE company and soon the local partners in Pakistan, Daimler Chrysler and the UAE company would start work on feasibility of the project.

More…
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Aziz says Pakistan has an image problem
FRANKFURT: Pakistan has an image problem but the government is trying to rebuild the country’s image, said Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on Monday while meeting German corporate managers on the invitation of Deutsche Bank’s Group Executive Committee member Juergen Fitschen.

The prime minister said Pakistan had to face many challenges and its best asset was “human capital.” He said the government was following the two-track approach, to improve the country’s microeconomic situation and to structurally reform the economy. He added that for any country to reform its economy the three major factors were liberalisation, privatisation, and deregularisation.

“Pakistan offers excellent investment opportunities to local and foreign businessmen and the government is committed to protecting investors’ interests by all means”, Aziz later told Siemens Group’s senior official Clark Wischer.
More…
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Another internet crisis looms
KARACHI: The country, which experienced serious internet disruptions last month, is likely to witness a series of disruptions to its internet connectivity from July 18 owing to a scheduled maintenance of two submarine cables out of five by Pakistan Telecommunication Company Ltd (PTCL).

Under this exercise, two submarine cables (STM1s) out of five would be closed down completely for about seven days, industry officials told The News. This would put an added burden on the three functional cables, which would also be dealing with the backlog created by last month’s disruption, which lasted for twelve days.

In this regard, PTCL has notified various Internet Service Providers (ISPs) and Call-centers that it will be closing down two of the five cables for maintenance purposes. "According to PTCL, this exercise has been necessitated due to routine maintenance of a segment of cable between Seisenbra and Penchmarh in Portugal and France," an office bearer of Internet Service Providers Association of Pakistan (ISPAK) told The News on Monday.

More…
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KCCI, PCC ink MoU
KARACHI: Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) and Pakistan Chamber of Commerce (PCC) USA have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to increase interaction, communication and coordination for the promotion of trade between the two countries.

KCCI President Khalid Firoz and the PCC General Secretary M Saeed Shaikh on behalf of their respective organisations and government singed the MoU at the Chamber on Monday.

Welcoming the three-member PCC delegation, Khalid Firoz, President, KCCI said that the MoU is intended to acknowledge the importance of mutual cooperation and beneficial relations between the two organisations.

The President pointed out that lack of prior information regarding US markets has been one of the major problems for Pakistani businessmen.

More…
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Pak-US Expo 2006
KARACHI: Pakistan’s ambassador to the United States, Jehangir Karamat has hailed a move to hold a Pakistan-US industrial and business exhibition in Edison, New Jersey, next year as an "excellent initiative", a press release of the organisers said.
"I am glad that the Pakistan-US Exposition has organised this event to showcase Pakistan’s exports and give a boost to the growing economic relations with the United States," the ambassador said in a message to the organisers of the event. The Pak-US Expo 2006 - the trade-cum-cultural exposition scheduled for May 31, to June 4, 2006 is being organised by a New Jersey based business group Mamosa. President and CEO Mamosa Irshad Salim said that new Pakistani services like engineering, research and development, IT, publishing, BPOs, call centres, and fashion designing could be aggressively marketed in US market through this event.

More…
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Investment package for transport sector
ISLAMABAD, July 11: The government plans to introduce a package to attract foreign investors to the road transport sector and restrict overloading of vehicles. The cabinet last week approved a law regarding load control to prevent damage to the road network. Overloading was causing loss of over Rs250 billion annually to the economy and inefficiency in road maintenance was expected to cost over Rs450 billion during the next five years, sources said.

Annual toll collection from national highways is about Rs3.5 billion.

The cabinet had asked the communications ministry to submit a detailed package for road infrastructure and related legislation, the sources said.

The plans envisage enforcement of load restrictions for trucks.

A fine of Rs1,0000 would be imposed on freight carriers with up to five per cent overloading, Rs2,500 for up to 10 per cent and Rs5,000 for up to 15 per cent overloading. Vehicles with overloading of more than 15 per cent will be impounded.
More…
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ISPs and call centres still facing Internet problems
LAHORE: Some Internet Service Providers (ISPs) and call centers are still facing problems in the quality of Internet service after the undersea Internet link was restored on July 8, 12 days after its breakage.

Farooq Ahmed, Go Net technical support department head, said browsing was a little bit slow, and connection quality had yet to attain the level prior to the damaging of the submarine cable. “Browsing speed is 10 to 20 percent slower than before the outage occurred,” he said.

ISPs in Lahore suffered heavy revenue losses with the collapse of the submarine Internet link, as they have witnessed a massive decline in their clientele, which was estimated at over 20,000. 
More…
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Pak on course despite challenges
FRANKFURT - Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz Monday conceded that Pakistan has an image problem coupled with the security challenges but it is moving in the right direction.


The prime minister said this while addressing chief executive officers of major German companies at a meeting hosted by Juergen Fiutschen, member of the Group Executive Committee, Duetsche Bank, here. 


Advisor to Prime Minister on Economic Affairs Dr Ashfaque Hasan Khan made a presentation on Pakistan’s emerging economy on the occasion. 


The prime minister said, “Pakistan is facing the image problem and security challenges but our direction is right and the country is moving towards the better economic future.”


“The economic landscape is very different in the country now and Pakistan of today is very different from last year,” he added. He, however, added that despite economic turnaround with all times high growth, much more was needed to be done in terms of structural reforms that would help in sustaining the growth of well of 8 per cent.

More…
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Paktel GSM, ABN Amro Bank strategic alliance
KARACHI (PR) - Paktel, the pioneer of mobile telephony in Pakistan has entered into a strategic alliance with ABN-AMRO Bank, a leading foreign bank in Pakistan, under which Paktel GSM has offered exclusive pre and post paid connection packages to ABN-ABMRO customers and employees, to be introduced in two phases. With a focus on customer satisfaction, the strategic alliance will take advantage of the synergies created from resource sharing, for the benefit of both partners and the customers. 


According to the agreement special Paktel GSM Post Paid connection will be offered to ABN-AMRO Credit Card customers in Phase 1, who are willing to sign a direct debt form. A discount on line rent will also apply and all connections will be activated with international direct dialing facility. 


Special packages have also been devised for ABN AMRO employees. Phase 2 envisages pre-paid connections for all ABN-AMRO customers. More…
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10-day Internet crisis, $15 million losses: IT and telecom operators demand compensation
ISLAMABAD: Leading information technology (IT) and telecom associations on Monday claimed that they suffered over $15 million losses because of a 10-day Internet breakdown in the country.

Addressing a press conference, the representatives of Internet Service Providers Association of Pakistan, Call Centre Association of Pakistan and Telecom Operators Association of Pakistan criticised the Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited (PTCL) over its failure to ensure the 50 percent satellite backup of its Internet capacity.

They said the breakdown of the submarine optical fibre cable, not only caused colossal financial loss to the local IT and telecom industry, but damaged its credibility as well.

The press conference was addressed by Wahajus Siraj, Shahid Azeem and Farrukh Aslam. They gave break-ups of the loss suffered by the different sectors in Pakistan.
More…
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Pakistan offers attractive opportunities, Shaukat tells German investors
BERLIN (July 12 2005): Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on Monday, admitting existence of image problem for Pakistan currently, said that "tomorrow would be different from yesteryear" as the country "offers attractive opportunities for investors".

He said this while addressing a meeting of Fund Managers and Fixed Income Investors at the Deutsche Bank Head Office, arranged by the Bank.

"We have the image problem, but it is only a matter of informing the people and other countries, which we are doing," the Prime Minister said. Juregen Fitschen, member, executive committee of Deutsche Bank, was also present on the occasion.

Shaukat gave a comprehensive briefing to the participants of the meeting on Pakistan's economy and its future vision.
More…
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Prospects for economy bright: Musharraf
RAWALPINDI (July 12 2005): President General Pervez Musharraf said on Monday that a number of infrastructure development projects underway in the country and robust growth of the national economy offers tremendous scope for investment. He was speaking to a 10-member delegation of national and international industrialists representing the steel sector, who called on him.

The industrialists are currently visiting Pakistan for participation in an investment-oriented international workshop on the steel sector. The President said, "by the Grace of Almighty Allah, future prospects for the national economy are very bright".

Of the approximately 700 multinational business concerns operating in Pakistan, nearly all have been posting profits in double figures, he pointed out.

He said that due to rapid growth, the gap between supply and demand has widened, which provides great opportunities for foreign entrepreneurs and investors in all the sectors.
More…
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Pakistan to host Saarc body meeting
ISLAMABAD (July 12 2005): Pakistan will host the 31st session of the standing committee of Saarc foreign secretaries in Islamabad on August 17-18, a foreign office spokesman said on Monday. Pakistan currently holds the rotating chair of the seven-nation South Asian grouping.

The standing committee's session will be preceded by a one-day meeting of the 26th session of the programming committee of senior officials on August 16.

All member states have confirmed participation in the meeting, the spokesman said in a statement here. The meeting will review progress of various Saarc activities since the 12th SAARC summit held in Islamabad in January, 2004.
More…
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KESC gets more time for tariff deal with WEL
ISLAMABAD (July 11 2005): The Private Power and Infrastructure Board (PPIB) has given more time to Western Electric Limited (WEL) to finalise tariff negotiations with Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC), sources told Business Recorder. An official document suggested that the PPIB had approved the project and issued Letter of Interest (LoI) for a 150 MW dual-fuel power plant in Karachi on February 16, 2005, to carry out the feasibility study.

As per policy, the sponsors had to finalise tariff with the power purchaser within three months after completion of the feasibility study. Accordingly, the WEL was advised by the PPIB to finalise the tariff with the KESC within three months starting from February 17, 2005, which was to lapse on May 16.

Sources said that the WEL informed the PPIB on April, 21 that it had approached KESC several times to start negotiation on the tariff, but the KESC administration did not respond due to the ensuing changes in management in the context of its privatisation.
More…
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Pakistan to host SAARC foreign secretaries on August 17-18
ISLAMABAD, Jul 11 : Pakistan will host the 31st session of the Standing Committee of SAARC foreign secretaries in Islamabad on August 17-18, a foreign office spokesman said on Monday. 

Pakistan currently holds the rotating chair of the seven- nation South Asian grouping (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation). 

The standing committee's session will be preceded by a one- day meeting of the 26th session of the programming committee of senior officials on August 16. 

All seven SAARC member states have confirmed participation in the meeting, the spokesman said in a statement here. 

The meeting will review the progress of various SAARC activities since the 12th SAARC Summit held in Islamabad in January, 2004. More…
