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Stakeholders to be consulted before PIPRO finalization
KARACHI: Chairman Senate Mohammadmian Soomro has assured the manufacturers that prior to finalisation of draft law of Pakistan Intellectual Property Rights Organisation (PIPRO), consultation will be made with all stakeholders.

Launching Anti-Counterfeit and Infringement Forum (ACIF) on Saturday, he said he would impress upon Sindh government to speed up legislation process of provincial Consumer Protection Act.

Senate chairman was of the view that manufacturers must allocate some funds to creating public awareness about the loss to national economy due to influx of fake products.

He said the producers induced retailers to market genuine products and for creation of public awareness retailers could play an important role. He said he would ensure that the lawmakers of the country speed up legislation process of PIPRO.
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Anti-counterfeit forum launched: IPR violations
KARACHI, Jan 8: As many as 13 national and multinational companies have formed an alliance - Anti-Counterfeit and Infringement Forum (ACIF) - to counter the growing violations of Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) in Pakistan which has flooded markets with a large variety of counterfeit and dubious medicines, food items and consumer goods. 

Speakers at the launch of the ACIF on Saturday pointed out that this large-scale violation of IPRs was causing national exchequer an annual revenue loss of Rs10 billion, much more losses to the national and multinational companies and pose a serious hazard to consumers' health and damage the machinery and equipment. 
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Exporters demand probe into quota mismanagement
KARACHI, Jan 8: Textile exporters have asked the ministry of commerce to initiate inquiry into quota mismanagement by Export Promotion Bureau officials which is going to close down 50 per cent value-added textile industry. 

"We demand of the government to scrap the EPB which has lost its usefulness and has become redundant organization which cannot face the challenges of free market," was an earnest call of exporters. 

This demand was raised in a joint press conference called by leading value-added textile industry's bodies Pakistan Knitwear and Sweater Exporters Association (Paksea), Pakistan Cotton Fashion Association (PCFA), Pakistan Hosiery Manufacturers Association (PHMA) and Pakistan Readymade Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association (Pregmea) held on Saturday at a local hotel. 
More…
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Businesses join hands against IPR abuses
KARACHI: Multinational companies operating in Pakistan and some of the leading local firms joined hands on Saturday to form Anti Counterfeit and Infringement Forum (ACIF) to stem the tide of increasing intellectual property rights violations in the country.

The ACIF, which represents Oxford University Press, Pakistan Tobacco Company, National Foods, Tapal Tea, Rafhan Best Foods, Hilal Confectionery, Efroze Chemical, PSO, English Biscuit Manufacturers, Procter and Gamble Pakistan, Pepsi-Cola International, Unilever Pakistan and Reckitt Benckiser Pakistan announced, claims IPR violations in Pakistan bring annual losses of over Rs 10 billion to the national exchequer.

In ACIF launching ceremony, Mohammedmian Soomro, chairman Senate, welcomed the initiative, saying the need of protecting IPR has gained immense importance.
More…
