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Atta, Ikram struggle for control on PIPRO
ISLAMABAD: The issue of attachment of the proposed Pakistan Intellectual Property Rights Organisation (PIPRO) to implement the intellectual property rights (IPRs) in the country has again become controversial as Dr Atta-ur-Rehman, the Higher Education Commission chief, and Dr Ikram Sheikh, the Planning Commission deputy chairman, were trying to get control of the proposed organisation.

“There is tremendous pressure from US and EU upon Pakistan to establish PIPRO, as the stakeholders have been sustaining a loss of around $80 million per annum because of the infringement of the IPR laws,” said a government official.

According to the government official, Shaukat Aziz after becoming the prime minister of Pakistan had given the control of PIPRO to the ministry of commerce. However, during the era of former Prime Minister Zafrullah Khan Jamali, PIPRO had been given under the control of cabinet division.
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