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Defence, stability top priority, says Aziz
WAH, Jan 10: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz said on Monday that the country's defence and stability were the government's top priority and efforts were under way to make Pakistan economically prosperous and self-sufficient in defence production. 

"Safeguarding country's sovereignty and stability is our top priority and we will make every sacrifice for it," he said while addressing officers and workers of the Pakistan Ordnance Factories (POF) during a visit. 

Mr Aziz said Pakistan had no aggressive designs against anyone but it was the country's fundamental right to make its defence impregnable against any aggression. "We will not let any country cast an evil eye on Pakistan," the prime minister said and added that all resources would be provided to make country's defence strong. 
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Trade deal: directive to commerce ministry
ISLAMABAD, Jan 10: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz has directed the commerce ministry to seek his prior permission for initiating any move for the preferential trade arrangement (PTA) with any country. 

Well-placed sources told Dawn on Monday that the prime minister secretariat has sent a letter to the commerce ministry for updating the premier on the existing market access programme through PTAs. 

The ministry has also been directed to carry out a detail market analysis before going for a PTA with any country in order to ensure maximum market for local products and provide due protection to the local industries. 
More…
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Pakistan a profitable destination for investors
ISLAMABAD (APP) - Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on Tuesday said the deregulation measures of the government and continuity of economic policies have made Pakistan a profitable destination for investors.

Talking to a delegation of investors from Germany and United Arab Emirates, Prime Minister Aziz said the government has created enabling environment in Pakistan for investment.

The delegation included Yusuf Najibi, Chairman Coastal Group of Companies Dubai and Peter Grosch Senior Vice President Daimler Chrysler Germany are planning to invest in commercial truck manufacturing and production of cars in Pakistan.
More…
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Musharraf urges US to sell arms to Pakistan
ISLAMABAD: President General Pervez Musharraf has urged the United States to help fulfil Pakistan’s defence requirements in order to ensure a conventional weapons balance in the region.

Speaking to General John Abizaid, US commander in chief of central command, Musharraf said Pakistan was fighting the war on terrorism on principal and would continue to cooperate with the United States and its allies to take the war to its logical end. Musharraf told Abizaid that he hoped the excellent ties between the Pakistani and American militaries would grow.

Military sources said that matters related to the peace dialogue between Pakistan and India, Afghanistan, Iraq, the Middle East and other issues were discussed in the meeting between Abizaid and Musharraf. The president told Abizaid that in the hunt for Al Qaeda and Taliban militants in parts of Afghanistan and Pakistan, the sovereignty of each country’s borders must be respected. He said Pakistan was fighting the war against terrorism on principle and would continue to cooperate with the US and its coalition partners until the war ended. 
More…
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_11-1-2005_pg5_6 
Daily Times 
January 11, 2005
By Staff Report 


Four firms submit EoIs for PTCL sell-off

ISLAMABAD: The Privatisation Commission (PC) has received expressions of interest (EoIs) from four companies for the privatisation of Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited.

Dr Hafeez Sheikh, the federal minister for privatisation and investment, disclosed this on Monday in Islamabad at the Mahbub-ul-Haq Memoral Lecture session of 20th annual conference organised by Pakistan Society of Development Economists (PSDE).

The minister said that the number of EoIs for the PTCL privatisation are expected to increase further as the final date of filing EoIs is January 28.

He also said that the Karachi Electric Supply Company (KESC) and Pak-Arab Fertilisers Limited (PAFL) have reached very close to the bidding point. 
More…
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Telecom sector achieved tremendous growth: minister
ISLAMABAD (January 11 2005): Federal Minister for Information Technology Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari said the government was dedicated to the instrumental task of successfully implementing the deregulation process for the growth of telecom sector. He stated this at a 'Training Seminar on IT and Telecom for Journalists' organised by the Pakistan Software Export Board (PSEB) here on Monday.

The minister said telecom sector in Pakistan achieved tremendous growth over last four years with a massive investment coming in the wake of deregulation. "This successes has improved country's image abroad as a safe and investment-friendly place." The minister added that an extraordinary success of sector deregulation policy unveiled by the government had exposed the entrepreneur spirit of the Pakistanis, helping the businesses flourish and the sector grow at a tremendous rate.
More…
