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Trade and not aid
Pakistan enters the year 2005 with an over $2.5 billion trade deficit and exports sliding every month since September. Amidst this dismal situation, both the export planners in the government and the actual players - the exporters - appear to be in a state of flux. 

An aggressive economic diplomacy has been unleashed during last four years by the government. Involved in this effort are the top man President Pervez Musharaf, Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz, Commerce Minister Humayun Akhtar down to the bureaucrats at the lower rung. All are engaged in seeking more market access. 

Foreign missions in 80 countries are said to have been activated to keep export planners at home updated on the market trends in their respective areas. Trade and not aid has become the buzz word. 
More…
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PIA's aircraft sale plan criticized
ISLAMABAD, Jan 9: Some members of the Senate Defence Committee have called upon PIA to take parliament into confidence before approving sale of six airworthy Airbus A300B4 and two Boeing 747-200 aircraft worth approximately $70 million. 

The committee is scheduled to meet on Wednesday. "PIA is bypassing parliament while taking important decisions," said Senator Rukhsana Zuberi, a member of the committee. 

Ms Zuberi said that in addition to raising the issue of sale of Airbus and Boeing aircraft at the committee meeting, she would present her findings on controversial decisions taken by the national flag carrier. 

She said the PIA had also taken approval of the government about what she said a controversial purchase of Boeing 777 aircraft. Senator Farhatullah Babar said the PIA should defer the decision to sell the aircraft before the matter was debated in the National Assembly and Senate and relevant parliamentary committees. 
More… 
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US, EU urged to press for independence of judiciary in Pakistan
WASHINGTON, Jan 9: A prominent international human rights advocacy group has urged the United States to use its influence on Pakistan to press for the independence of the judiciary. 

In a report, titled "Building Judicial Independence in Pakistan," the Brussels-based International Crisis Group urges the Bush administration to "treat the independence of the judiciary as a measure of democratic development in Pakistan." 

The report and the recommendations, also sent to the European Union and other members of the international community, urge Washington to take particular interest in ending "the manipulation of appointments, promotions, and removals in the superior judiciary." 
More…
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US free trade deals include few Muslim countries
The war on terrorism was high on the mind of US Trade Representative Robert B. Zoellick as he signed a free-trade agreement with the Persian Gulf kingdom of Bahrain in mid-September. 

"A contest for the soul of Islam" is raging, and "we can help" by striking trade deals that generate jobs and reduce poverty, Zoellick said. But Bahrain, an island nation with a population of 678,000, is an exception in securing access to the giant U.S. market. 

Excluding oil, imports from Muslim countries have increased by just 3.2 percent since 2000, their growth suppressed by tariffs of 20 percent or more on key goods such as textiles, according to an analysis of U.S. trade statistics. 
More…
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Energy security in Saarc region
The Chairman of Saarc Energy Working Group (SEWG) at the concluding session of the two-day meeting at Islamabad December last emphasized that cooperation among South Asian countries of energy would lead to opening up a number of opportunities for profitable investment and promote trade among the member countries. 

SEWG recommended the establishment at Islamabad of a Saarc energy centre (SEC) to work as a catalyst for economic growth and development by coordinating and facilitating integration of regional strategies and activities in the energy sectors of member countries through exchange of information, technology and expertise. 

Earlier, on December 16, the Federal Secretary to Pakistan's Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources, while chairing the inaugural session, had stressed the need for enhancing cooperation among members to meet the fast growing energy deficit in Saarc member countries due to projected high economic growth rates in the region. 
More…
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Abizaid likely to meet President, PM today
ISLAMABAD - US CENTCOM chief John P Abizaid who arrived here Sunday evening is likely to take up with the Pakistani authorities the issues, including recent military clashes at the Pak-Afghan border, technical assistance to Islamabad in war against terrorism, and credibility of reports about re-organisation of al-Qaeda in Afghanistan, well-placed sources told The Nation. 


The sources said General Abizaid during his most likely meetings with President General Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz would discuss ways and means to root out terrorist elements from Afghanistan as well as Pakistan. 


Chiefly, a long-term settlement of Pak-Afghan border would focus Abizaid’s two-day visit, added the sources requesting anonymity. 

More…
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Telecom share in GDP to increase to 3% in next five years: Chairman PTA
Maj Gen (Retd) Shahzada Alam Malik speaks to Business Week 


Q When the process of deregulation of telecom sector would be completed. 


A. De-regulation process is a continuous phenomenon and it is entering into the 2nd phase. The first phase has been completed, after the completion of awarding of licenses to the two cellular mobile phone operators and WLL, LDI & LL and FLL operators. PTA has completed this process. The new licensees are putting their efforts to install machinery & equipment and set up their infra structure to start the business. When they will start their services, the telecom sector deregulation process would enter into the second phase. In this way the process would go on.


Q. Would you tell us about some details of the process of deregulation in the first phase?

More…
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Daimler Chrysler investors team due today
ISLAMABAD (January 10 2005): An eight-member delegation of foreign investors of Daimler Chrysler, owned by European, USA and other investors, will reach Pakistan on Monday to finalise investment plans to start production of Mercedes-Benz car and trucks of all kinds, including special engines for the armoured vehicles.

According to a Press release by the Board of Investment (BoI) here on Sunday, the group includes the chairman, Coastal Group of companies, Yusif Najibi, Daimler Chrysler Vice President Peter Grosch, Senior Vice President Martin Daum, Head of Transmission ZF Friedrichshafen AG, Dr Thomas P. Stoll, Chairman FFG Flensburg AG Nobert Erichsen, and board member of FFG.
More…

http://www.brecorder.com/index.php?id=143885&currPageNo=1&query=&search=&term=&supDate= 
Business Recorder 
January 10, 2005
By RECORDER REPORT 


Microsoft Pakistan and Techaccess signs partnership agreement
ISLAMABAD (January 10 2005): On recent visit o Pakistan, Mr Emire Berkin, Chairman Microsft Middle East and Africa Region along with Microsoft Pakistan team met with Mr Iqtidar Zaidi of Techaccess Pakistan and signed a partnership agreement in Islamabad. They also discussed issues of mutual interests and the role Techaccess Pakistan is going to play in different areas, including the Government sector, in the future.
More…
