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Pakistan fails to get duty-free access to US
KARACHI: Despite all persuasion by Pakistan’s government to get trade concessions at least for its textile industry, the US has once again excluded Pakistan from the newly passed bill allowing duty-free access to exports of some of the Asian countries.

The US authorities have extended duty-free access to the textile products of these countries for a period of 10 years.

Trade sources said the US Congress had given a go-ahead signal to apparel exports on zero duty by a few Asian countries including Bangladesh, Cambodia, Laos, Yemen, Nepal, the Maldives and possibly Sri Lanka.
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Foreign delegates see room for investment, joint ventures
KARACHI: There is a great scope for joint ventures with Pakistani entrepreneurs in various sectors and enhancement of economic relations with the country, say delegates of China and United Kingdom who visited Expo Pakistan 2005. 

Zhang Likun, chairman of China Council for the Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT), who is leading a large Chinese delegation to the exhibition, said there could be joint ventures between Chinese and Pakistani entrepreneurs in machinery, steel, oil and tourism sectors.

He said China could also help Pakistan in developing and processing its agriculture products, which is a far more developed industry in their country. Mr Likun said the Chinese investors are interested in investing in the mining and automobile sector of Pakistan as well as help the country to develop its machinery manufacturing industries. 
More…


http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_6-2-2005_pg7_5 
Daily Times 
February 6, 2005
By Khalid Mustafa 


WB to be asked for quick expert appointment

ISLAMABAD: The government will ask World Bank President James S Wolfensohn to speed up the process of appointing a neutral expert to arbitrate on the Baglihar dam dispute between Pakistan and India. 

Pakistan has asked the World Bank to appoint a neutral expert to determine if the Baglihar dam India is building on the Chenab in Kashmir is a violation of the Indus Waters Treaty, which the bank brokered in 1960. Wolfensohn arrives in Islamabad today (Sunday) on a three-day official visit during which he will meet President Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz, a government official told Daily Times. 
More…

