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Baloch leaders meet US envoy
KARACHI, Feb 14: US Ambassador Ryan Crocker had talks here on Monday with prominent Baloch leaders, including chief of the Pakistan Oppressed Nations Movement Sardar Attaullah Mengal, Sardar Sherbaz Mazari , leader of opposition in the Balochistan Assembly Kachkool Ali Baloch, Jamhoori Watan Party leader Shahid Bugti and Pakistan Muslim League leader Jaffar Mandokhel on the situation in the province, recent attacks on the Sui gas installations and the incident of criminal assault on a woman doctor. 
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India wants gas pipeline extended to China
NEW DELHI, Feb 14: India said on Monday that it wants the proposed gas pipeline from Iran via Pakistan to be extended to China, a move that could lend political security and urgency to the $4.5 billion project. 

"We should look beyond a national gas grid. Asian natural gas industry players should come together to form an Asian gas grid," Indian Petroleum Minister Mani Shankar Aiyar said while inaugurating the third Asian gas buyers' summit here this morning. 
More…
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Disputes may be settled at neutral venue: Power sector
ISLAMABAD, Feb 14: Pakistan is expected to allow power sector dispute settlements through international arbitration at a neutral venue like England, instead of Pakistan's local judicial system , to provide confidence to the foreign investors in the country as it seeks investments for this sector, it is learnt. 

"Regrettably, in fact, in consequence of various relatively recent Pakistani judicial decisions notably by the Supreme Court in the Hubco and Kapco cases, the confidence of foreign investors in Pakistan's legal/judicial processes appears markedly to have diminished," says an official summary. 
More…
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Road show for Kapco
MULTAN, Feb 14: A road show for the initial public offering (IPO) of Kot Addu Power Company (Kapco) shares will be held here on Tuesday (Feb 15). The road show in Peshawar will be held on Feb 16, and in Sukkur and Quetta on Feb 17, says an official release. 

The Privatization Commission is holding road shows and marketing presentations in a number of cities for information and benefit of the general public. The Privatization Commission has already conducted road shows in Karachi and Lahore. 
More…
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UK, Pakistan for solution to US-Iran row
ISLAMABAD - Reaffirming pledge to continue with unrelenting fight against terrorism and nuclear proliferation, Pakistan and UK Monday asked for a diplomatic solution to the US-Iran standoff over the Tehran’s nuclear programme.


Addressing a joint news conference here with his Pakistani counterpart Khurshid Kasuri, British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw said that he discussed the Iran’s nuclear programme with the Pakistani leadership and believed that an amicable and diplomatic solution to the discord can be found.

More…
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US eases visa procedures for students, workers
WASHINGTON: The US government is changing visa procedures to make it easier for some foreign students wishing to study science or other technical fields in the United States.

The changes are intended to speed up the process of approving security clearances and allowing those clearances to remain effective for longer period. The US officials have struggled to balance competing goals of inviting foreign scholars, who provide an intellectual and financial boon to many American universities, while preventing sensitive technology from being illegally transferred out of the country.

More…
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Govt defends POL price hike
ISLAMABAD: The government on Monday admitted that rise in petroleum prices was affecting the general public but pleaded there is no other option but to follow "trends" in the international market.

Winding up debate on the opposition motion, Minister for Petroleum Amanullah Khan Jadoon said that fixing of petroleum price formula is made in a transparent manner. "Whenever international prices come down, the domestic prices reduce accordingly," he added.

More…
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US to give $100,000 for rain victims
KARACHI: The United States, with immediate effect, is making available an assistance of $100,000 for the victims of the rain-related incidents in Balochistan and north of the country. This was stated by US Ambassador to Pakistan Ryan C Crocker, here on Monday.

He extended deepest sympathies and condolences to the people affected by these natural disasters both in Balochistan and in the North. The US envoy said: "We are moving in immediately to invoke Disaster Relief Authority which will make available within the next 24 hours $100,000 initially and in consultation with the Pakistani government. "We will consider what other steps we can take for the long term to assist in this effort."

More…
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Next budget without IMF intervention
ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Finance (MoF) is all set to prepare independently the budget for 2005-06 without any diktat from International Monetary Fund after it gott rid of the last programme of the fund, a senior government official said. 

After the successful completion of the poverty reduction growth facility (PRGF) the Central Board of Revenue (CBR) would also independently submit recommendations to the MoF regarding the tax revenue targets for the coming fiscal, said the official. 
More…
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Sindh looking for new site for US consulate
KARACHI: The Sindh government has begun looking for an alternative plot for relocation of the US consulate in Karachi after area residents and citizens protested against the proposed allotment of amenity plots at Clifton. 

Official sources said the government had informed the federal government of the situation and has assured citizens that another plot at a suitable site will be allotted for the consulate. They said now the land would be allotted near Marina Club, or Creek Club, or in some other place in Defence Housing Authority for the consulate. 
More…
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Govt allows commercial import of NPB
ISLAMABAD: The government has relaxed procedures for arms and ammunition imports by allowing commercial import of Non-Prohibited Bore (NPB) arms and ammunition by licensed dealers.

“The Ministry of Commerce issued the notification keeping in view the cabinet’s decision to allow the commercial import of NPB arms and ammunition. The initiative was also announced in the Trade Policy,” a government official told Daily Times.
More…
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More road shows for KAPCO share offering
ISLAMABAD: The Privatisa-tion Commission has decided to hold four more road shows in major cities to attract investors to the public offering of Kot Addu Power Company (KAPCO) shares, a senior officer told Daily Times.

The Privatisation Commission (PC) will arrange road shows at Peshawar, Quetta, Multan and Hyderabad in the coming week, starting from February 14. The PC will collaborate with the commerce and industry chambers of the respective cities and the dates will be announced on Monday.
More…
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Riaz Khan takes charge as foreign secretary today
ISLAMABAD: Riaz Mohammad Khan will assume charge as Pakistan’s new foreign secretary today (Tuesday). He will replace Riaz Khokhar. 

Mr Khan was Pakistan’s ambassador to China before his new assignment. He has also served as a Foreign Office spokesman. The government has appointed Salman Bashir, additional foreign secretary, as Pakistan’s new ambassador to China. 
More…
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United States relaxes visa rules for scientists and students

LAHORE: Responding to concerns that onerous visa requirements are discouraging foreign students and scientists from coming to the United States, the State Department has extended the time many of them can remain before renewing security clearances, the Washington Post reports. 

The clearance is required for foreigners working in areas the government deems “sensitive”, which includes fields like chemistry, engineering and pharmacology. The change will lengthen the validity of the clearance to up to four years for students, two for working scientists, making it easier to remain in the United States for the duration of work or study programmes, Kristina Lee writes in the Post.
More…
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Baloch nationalists meet US consul general
KARACHI: Baloch nationalist leaders met US Consul General Douglas Rohn at his office on Monday.

A source said Sardar Attaullah Mengal, president of the Pakistan Oppressed Nations Movement (PONM), Mir Kachkol Ali, opposition leader in the Balochistan Assembly, Muhammad Shahid Bugti, general secretary of the Jamhoori Watan Party (JWP), veteran Baloch leader Sardar Sher Baz Khan Mazari and Balochistan-based leader of the ruling PML, Jaffar Mandokhel, attended the meeting.
More…
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Next year's revenue target to be fixed without IMF role

ISLAMABAD (February 15 2005): The revenue collection target for 2005-06 will be mutually set by the Ministry of Finance and Central Board of Revenue (CBR) without any direct input from the International Monetary Fund (IMF). However, the Fund mission will continue to play its consultative role in structural adjustment following periodic review of the economy. Official sources told Business Recorder on Monday that now the CBR is not legally bound to consult IMF in fixing revenue target as the country is out of the Poverty Reduction Growth Facility (PRGF) program and the government is not taking any financial assistance from it.
More…


http://pakistantimes.net/2005/02/15/top10.htm 
Pakistan Times 
February 15, 2005 

By Pakistan Times Federal Bureau Report

Pakistan Govt appoints Masood Khan as ambassador to UN, Geneva
ISLAMABAD: The government has appointed Masood Khan as Ambassador and Pakistan's Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Geneva. In this capacity, he will head Pakistan's Permanent Mission to the UN in Geneva.
Masood Khan, and official of Pakistan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, has served in Islamabad and abroad for 25 years. 
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Gas pipeline India expects deal with Iran by June
NEW DELHI (India): India is hoping to clinch a deal by June with Iran for supply of gas via a pipeline passing through Pakistan following long-awaited cabinet approval of the project, a minister said on Friday.

“I am going to Tehran in June and hope this would act as a catalyst for concluding the agreement between India and Iran for sourcing gas through a pipeline,” Oil Minister Mani Shankar Aiyar told reporters after meeting Iranian diplomatic officials in New Delhi.
More…
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Pakistan appoints new envoys to six countries including China
ISLAMABAD: The government has appointed Salman Bashir as Pakistan's new Ambassador to China. He will replace Riaz Ahmed Khan who has been appointed the new Foreign Secretary. 
Bashir has held various diplomatic assignments in Pakistan Missions abroad; Geneva (1980-1984), OIC Secretariat, Jeddah (1988-1999). He also served as Ambassador of Pakistan to Denmark from July 1999 to February 2003. Presently he is serving as Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs since December 2003.
More…
