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Cabinet to discuss vital issues today
ISLAMABAD, Feb 13: President Gen Pervez Musharraf will attend a special meeting of the federal cabinet convened at the Prime Minister House on Monday. 

Sources told Dawn that participants had been asked to report latest by 8am in informal dress and without cellular phones. They will be expected to remain at the Prime Minister House throughout the day and have lunch and dinner with the prime minister. Knowledgeable sources claimed that the main purpose of the meeting was to discuss and develop a consensus on the proposed constitutional package for Balochistan and provincial autonomy. 
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WB orders probe into violations of guidelines: LBOD, NDP implementation
ISLAMABAD, Feb 13: The World Bank has ordered an inquiry into alleged violations of its policy guidelines in implementation of Pakistan's Left Bank Out fall Drainage (LBOD) and National Drainage Programme (NDP) that caused large scale loss to the people, ecological system and agriculture in Badin and adjoining coastal areas of Sindh. 

Representatives of four civil society organizations - Pakistan Fisher folk, Save Coast Action Committee, Sindh Aurat Development Association and Action Aid - told a news conference here on Sunday that an investigation panel of the World Bank would visit Badin and Karachi from March 22 to April 1, 2005, to start its investigations. 
More…
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Pakistan to get US arms later this year
WASHINGTON, Feb 13: Pakistan will start receiving weapons from the United States under a $1.2 billion arms package by the end of this year, official sources told Dawn. The production of these weapons has already started, they added. 

The package, announced in mid November, includes eight P-3C Orion surveillance aircraft, six Phalanx close-in weapon systems and an ammunition complement of 2,000 TOW-2A missiles and 14 TOW-2A Fly-to-Buy missiles. 
More…
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'Relations with Pakistan better'
MUNICH, Feb 13: Relations between India and Pakistan are better today than at any time in recent history, India's new National Security Adviser M.K. Narayanan said on Sunday. 

"Our dialogue today is better than for a very long time," Mr Narayanan told an international conference on security issues here. "India-Pakistan relations are definitely improving at a pace and in a direction that would have been unthinkable several years ago," he said. 
More…
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Jack Straw due in Islamabad today
ISLAMABAD, Feb 13: British Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs Jack Straw will hold bilateral consultations with the top leadership here on Monday. He is arriving here in the morning on a three-day official visit. 

"In addition to a review of bilateral relations, discussions would be held on a wide range of regional as well as global issues, including resumption of the Pakistan-India dialogue, reconstruction of Afghanistan, counter-terrorism steps and non-proliferation," said a foreign ministry statement issued here on Sunday. 
More…
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Straw arrives today, Natwar due tomorrow
ISLAMABAD: British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw will arrive here on Monday (today) on a three-day visit to Pakistan to hold bilateral consultations with the Pakistani leadership.

In addition to a review of bilateral relations with his counterpart Khurshid Kasuri, discussions would be held on a wide range of regional as well as global issues, including resumption of Indo-Pak dialogue, reconstruction in Afghanistan, counter-terrorism and non-proliferation.
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Pakistan loses competitive edge
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s country ranking has shown sharp deterioration in the Growth and Competitive Index (GCI), falling from 73 in 2003 to 91 in 2004, and public institutions got the worst 102nd position out of the rated 104 countries.

The Global Competitiveness Report of the World Economic Forum (WEF) finds Pakistan, Bolivia, the Dominican Republic, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Vietnam, Venezuela and Zimbabwe among the countries showing largest drop in their rankings during 2004.
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Pak-Turkmen gas deal soon
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is close to striking a deal with Turkmenistan for natural gas to suffice its future needs and Islamabad has sought from Ashgabat gas reservoirs certification.

Official told The News here on Sunday that Pakistan was still prepared for sharing the pipeline with India but it would not accept any condition on this count. Islamabad has welcomed the Indian Union cabinet go-ahead signal to its minister concerned for the purpose who is expected to visit Pakistan next month.
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GDP set to touch $100b
LAHORE - The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is all set to touch $100 billion mark by June 2005 after explicitly achieving unexpected above- the- target growth in the national economy during this fiscal year. 


In 2003-04, the size of GDP stood at $95 billion, which is now poised to hit $100 billion at the end of this financial year as domestic industrial production, services sectors and agriculture, especially cotton are depicting impressive growth in 2004-05.

More…
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US to provide $68m Falcon to Pak army
ISLAMABAD - The Pakistan military has awarded a $68 million contract to Harris Corporation, a US defence contractor, for providing Falcon-II tactical multi-band radios for its field forces, which experts say will enhance the inter-operability of its forces with the coalition forces.


The communication equipment is best suited for field operations for communication between field units and headquarters, and is currently in use of the US field forces for anti-terrorists operations.

More…
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Privatisation Commission directed to speed up sell-off process
ISLAMABAD (February 14 2005): The Cabinet Committee on Privatisation (CCoP) has decided to speed up the process of all transactions, for which the Privatisation Commission (PC) has been directed to pre-qualify Financial Advisers beforehand and maintain their list, sources in PC told Business Recorder. The Committee took the decision while discussing privatisation of Pakistan Engineering Company (Peco) a few weeks ago. The Committee decided that 139 employees have yet to be given GHS/VSS facility for which funds may be provided by Finance Ministry as loan to the unit.
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World Bank team briefed about garment exporters concerns
KARACHI (February 14 2005): The duty-free access to Bangladesh in the US and EU markets and subsidy provided to exporters in China are the main irritants for export of garments from Pakistan in the WTO free-trade era. These facts were conveyed to a World Bank study team doing a report on problems faced by the textile industry in Pakistan. The team, consisting of Fatma Shan, Kenth Ford and textile analysts from Islamabad, is currently on a fact-finding mission in Pakistan holding meetings with the textile associations in Karachi.
More…
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US to provide $68m Falcon to Pak Army

ISLAMABAD, Feb 14 : The Pakistan military has awarded a $68 million contract to Harris Corporation, a US defence contractor, for providing Falcon-II tactical multi-band radios for its field forces, which experts say will enhance the inter-operability of its forces with the coalition forces.

The communication equipment is best suited for field operations for communication between field units and headquarters, and is currently in use of the US field forces for anti-terrorists operations.
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