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Conference on IPR ends
ISLAMABAD, Aug 30: A two-day international roundtable conference on intellectual property rights ended here on Tuesday, formulating recommendations for an effective strategy to combat the problem of piracy.

The participants, including several foreign delegates, discussed the issue comprehensively, sharing experiences and proposals.

The Intellectual Property Organization Pakistan (IPOP) organized the roundtable in collaboration with the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and the European Union.

The discussions focussed on intellectual property enforcement, technology transfer, organizational structures, financial autonomy and stability of IPOP, better delivery of services through IT use, building databases and dealing with emerging issues.

Senior officials of the WIPO and delegates from the European Union, Singapore, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Thailand and Afghanistan attended the first roundtable on intellectual property rights in Pakistan.
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Sixteen-member Policy Board of IPO constituted

ISLAMABAD: The federal government has constituted a 16-member Policy Board to assist the Intellectual Property Rights Organization (IPO) of Pakistan, an official at the IPO told Daily Times on Tuesday.

Munawar Hamid has been appointed chairman of the Policy Board and other members of the board have been included from the public and private sectors to have guidelines from both quarters. 

The chairman shall be the head of the organization and shall directly oversee the director general in the performance of his duties and responsibilities under the said ordinance. 
More…
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Pak Navy acquired eight Orion aircrafts
KARACHI, Aug. 31 (APP): Pakistan Navy has acquired eight P-3C Orion aircraft from the United States. Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Shahid Karimullah, has termed it significant and expressed confidence that induction of these aircraft would augment PN capability to actively monitor its areas of interest at sea and add a new dimension to the offensive punch of Pakistan Navy fleet.

He also said that provision of these aircraft was indicative of strong Pakistan-US relations and hoped that the defence cooperation between the navies of the two countries would further increase in times to come. The aircraft would be fitted with modern avionics and mission systems by the manufacturers.

The aircraft are being provided free of cost by the US Navy and the expenses for modification of aircraft avionics systems will be met mostly from the US military aid. P-3C Orion is a long range maritime patrol aircraft with an endurance of about 18 hours and can carry Harpoon missiles. With the induction of eight P-3C, the existing fleet of PN P-3Cs will grow up to 10 aircraft.
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Pakistan urged to join SAREC
LAHORE, Aug 30: South Asia Regional Energy Coalition director Aram B. Zamgochain has said Pakistan should join the coalition to influence the regional energy policy.

Talking to Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry president Mian Misbahur Rehman and vice-president Shaikh Mohammad Arshad here on Tuesday, Mr Aram said promotion of an integrated South Asian energy market was the primary objective of SAREC.

He said a cooperation between business organizations of the region was necessary for achieving the objective. Support of the US Chamber of Commerce was also required because the SAREC was funded by the Usaid through its South Asia Regional Initiative for Energy Cooperation and Development.
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Water scarcity, division threat to development: WB’s survey on Sindh
KARACHI, Aug 30: The World Bank considers water scarcity and regional divide in Sindh a threat to development in the province. A primary survey of key stakeholders of the province carried out by a World Bank team in December 2004 expressed surprise that the issue of divergence and inequality within the province was not viewed as a threat to the development, despite the large economic, ethnic and political polarization in Sindh.

While the number of poor is growing in both the urban and rural areas of the province, the World Bank mission found the poverty incidence particularly high in rural areas. In the year 2001-02, one out of every two persons living in the rural areas was below the poverty line, compared to one out of every four persons in the urban areas.

There is also a considerable difference in the socio-economic indicators between Karachi and the rest of the urban centres of Sindh; the difference between the urban centres seems to be less than that between urban and rural Sindh.
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Task force reviews revised PRSP strategy
ISLAMABAD, Aug 30: The Task Force on Economic Policy (TEP) on Tuesday discussed the outline of the proposed revised Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP-II) and reviewed a presentation on Pakistan’s employment and its comparison with South Asian countries presented by Dr. Alia H. Khan.

Dr. Salman Shah Advisor to Prime Minister on Finance and Economic Affairs chaired the 4th Meeting of the TEP.

Dr. Salman Shah stated that PRSP-II will be a national strategy paper which will combine the MTDF and the financing arrangements in Medium Term Budgetary Framework for a road map for the country to reach its objectives and achieve the millennium development goals.

He asked the task force to clearly identify the broad goals covering all the important sectors and ways to quantify the same.

More…
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WB keen to promote Indo-Pak textile trade
KARACHI: The World Bank wants to promote the two-way textile trade between Pakistan and India and for this purpose has appointed a consultant.

Sources in Pakistan textile industry said on Tuesday that the World Bank had appointed Garry Pursell as consultant to prepare recommendations for the opening up Indo-Pak two-way textile trade.

The sources said that the consultant had started consultation process with Pakistani stakeholders. They said World Bank and other international financial institutions were of the view that without the start of inter-textiles trade between the two countries, no heady in two-way trade could be started.

This consultant, the sources said, after having extensive meetings with policy makers in Islamabad, nowadays visiting Pakistani stakeholders to obtain their views. So far the Pakistani textile manufacturers are silent on this tricky issue.

More…
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South Asia Mobiles Summit from September 8
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistani mobile phone company, Ufone, has sponsored 2nd Annual South Asia Mobiles Summit-2005, which will be held in Islamabad from September 8 to 9. The federal minister for IT and Telecom is likely to inaugurate the summit.

The event has received endorsement and support from international telecom bodies such as South Asian GSM Forum, Global Mobile Suppliers Association (GSA), UMTS and Asian Media Information and Communication Centre (AMIC).

The Ufone chief executive, Babar Khan, will present a case study on his company in Pakistan.

Bringing together key industry players of South Asia to the burgeoning Pakistani marketplace, second South Asia Mobiles Summit-2005 is expected to be an ideal platform for both local and regional operators within South Asia to gather the latest business and technological developments and network with like-minded peers to exchange insight into the growing industry. More…
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Pakistan urged to join SAREC
LAHORE: Pakistan should join the South Asia Regional Energy Coalition (SAREC) to influence regional energy policy and the SAREC is right body through which this goal could be achieved.
These views were expressed by Aram B Zamgochian, Project Director, SAREC, while talking to LCCI President Mian Misbahur Rehman on Tuesday.
Aram B Zamgochian said that SAREC’s primary mission is to focus on and promote the concept of an integrated South Asia energy market and for this purpose it is necessary to cultivate and facilitate cooperative relations among South Asia’s national and bi-national business organizations through leadership support of US Chamber of Commerce.
He said that SAREC is funded by USAID through its South Asia Regional Initiative for Energy Cooperation and Development (SARI/energy). He said SAREC has partners in India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal and there is no representation of Pakistan and it is need of the hour that Islamabad should join the SAREC club to promote the concept of an integrated South Asia energy market.
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Pakistan must join SAREC to influence regional energy policy

LAHORE - Pakistan should join the South Asia Regional Energy Coalition (SAREC) to influence regional energy policy and the SAREC is right body through which this goal could be achieved. Aram B Zamgochian, Project Director, SAREC expressed these views, while talking to LCCI President Mian Misbahur Rehman on Tuesday. 

Zamgochian said that SAREC’s primary mission is to focus on and promote the concept of an integrated South Asia energy market and for this purpose it is necessary to cultivate and facilitate co-operative relations among South Asia’s national and bi-national business organisations through the leadership support of US Chamber of Commerce. He said that SAREC is funded by USAID through its South Asia Regional Initiative for Energy Co-operation and Development (SARI/energy). He said SAREC has partners in India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal and there is no representation of Pakistan and it is need of the hour that Islamabad should join the SAREC club to promote the concept of an integrated South Asia energy market. More…
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3 more five-star hotels in Capital soon: Lashari

ISLAMABAD - Keeping in view the boom in hotel industry, CDA has started making arrangements to initiate construction on three new five-star hotels to make ensure availability of world-class accommodation in the Federal Capital.


This was stated by CDA Chairman Kamran Lashari while addressing the groundbreaking ceremony of D-12 Sector, which was attended by Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on Tuesday.


He informed the Prime Minister that work on five star intercontinental hotel near the Parade Ground would be started soon. Extension of Serena Hotel has been approved and construction in this regard will be undertaken soon, he said, adding that all installments were cleared by the landowner of a five star hotel being built near Convention Centre and work on the project is ready to kick off.

More…
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Task force reviews ‘PRSP’ strategy

ISLAMABAD: Dr Salman Shah, the prime minister’s adviser on finance, revenue, economic affairs and statistics, chaired the fourth meeting of the Task Force on Economic Policy (TEP) at the Finance Ministry on Tuesday.

The meeting discussed the proposed Revised Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP-II) and reviewed Dr Alia H Khan’s presentation on employment in Pakistan and compared it to the South Asian countries, said a press release.

Special Secretary Finance Mr Tanvir Agha, CBR Chairman Mr Abdullah Yousaf, Economic Adviser Dr Ashfaq Hasan, National Management Consultant Dr Junaid Ahmad, PIDE Director Dr AR Kamal, PIDE Associate Professor Dr Alia H Khan, Dr Shargil Ahmad, Dr Faisal Bari and other Finance Ministry senior officials took part in the discussion.

Dr Salman Shah said that the PRSP-II will be a national strategy paper that will combine the Medium Term Development Framework (MTDF) and financing arrangements in the Medium Term Budgetary Frame work to achieve its objectives in accordance with the Millennium Development Goals. More…
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Pakistan urged to join SAREC for energy policy
LAHORE: Aram B Zamgochian, Project Director of the South Asia Regional Energy Coalition (SAREC), said on Tuesday that Pakistan should join SAREC to influence the regional energy policy.

He was talking to the president of the Lahore Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Mian Misbahur Rehman, on Tuesday. LCCI Vice President Sheikh Mohammad Arshad and Executive Committee member Mohsin Banday also attended the meeting.

Mr Zamgochian said that SAREC’s primary mission is to focus on and promote the concept of an integrated South Asia energy market and for this purpose it is necessary to cultivate and facilitate cooperative relations between South Asia’s national and bi-national business organizations through the leadership support of the US Chamber of Commerce.
More…
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Pakistan asked to join South Asian energy coalition
LAHORE (August 31 2005): Pakistan should join the South Asia Regional Energy Coalition (Sarec) to influence regional energy policy, as through this body, Islamabad could get additional foreign investment for energy infrastructure development.

SAREC Project Director Aram B Zamgochian expressed these views while talking to Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI) President Mian Misbahur Rehman here on Tuesday. LCCI Vice President Sheikh Mohammad Arshad and Executive Committee Member Mohsin Banday also attended the meeting.

Aram B Zamgochian maintained that Sarec's primary mission was to promote the concept of an integrated South Asia energy market and for this purpose it was necessary to cultivate and facilitate co-operative relations among South Asia's national and bi-national business organisations through the leadership support of US Chamber of Commerce.
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Task force discusses revised PRSP-II
ISLAMABAD (August 31 2005): Adviser to the Prime Minister on Finance and Economic Affairs Dr Salman Shah chaired the fourth meeting of the Task Force on Economic Policy (TEP) held in the Finance Ministry here, on Tuesday.

The meeting discussed outline of the proposed revised Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP-II) and reviewed a presentation on Pakistan's employment and its comparison with South Asian countries presented by PIDE Associate Professor Dr Alia H. Khan.

Finance Special Secretary Tanvir Agha, Central Board of Revenue (CBR) Chairman Abdullah Yousuf, Economic Adviser Dr Ashfaque Hasan Khan, National Management Consultant Dr Junaid Ahmad, PIDE Director Dr A.R. Kamal, Dr Shargil Ahmad, Dr Faisal Bari and other senior officials of the Finance Ministry participated in the discussion.
More…
http://www.brecorder.com/index.php?id=319426&currPageNo=1&query=&search=&term=&supDate= 
BUSINESS RECORDER 
August 31, 2005
By MASROOR AFZAL PASHA


Pakistan lacks plan to encourage Internet use
KARACHI (August 31 2005): Pakistan still lacks "national development plan" to encourage broadband Internet infrastructure and its related facilities to the end-users. There is still lack of co-ordination between the lawmakers, watchdog agency and the service providers that hampers inflow of precious foreign exchange, which could otherwise had helped in building country's Internet and data network backbone.

As part of the global information society, Pakistan needs efficient enforcement of policies that was announced and the violators should be taken to task.

Sources in the information technology and software circles told Business Recorder that the infrastructure for Internet and broadband services would help in implementing virtual government projects commonly known as e-government plan.
In Pakistan, the total Internet users stood at 2.4 million and broadband as of Internet is 1 percent. Other countries in the region enjoy broadband penetration rate between 6-50 percent.
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Pakistan attractive destination for investment: Prime Minister
ISLAMABAD (August 31 2005): Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on Tuesday said Pakistan was an attractive destination for investment owing to the growing economy and a strong demand by the growing middle class.

Talking to Datuk Nur Jazlam Bin Mohammad, Member of Malaysian Parliament, Secretary Foreign Affairs of Malaysia and Chairman Multinet Pakistan, who called on him at the Prime Minister House, he said Pakistan has a "Vision East Asia" and seeks to cooperate and enhance its relations with countries in the Pacific Rim.

The prime minister said the telecom sector of Pakistan was one of the fastest growing sectors in the world after China and nearly half a million subscribers were being added every month, while the Wireless Local Loop has also growing rapidly.

He said apart from submarine cable, two more cable networks were being laid, one of which would start functioning in October this year and the other from March next year.
More…
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System to block stolen mobile phones by year-end: PTA
ISLAMABAD (August 31 2005): In a bid to eliminate stealing of mobile phones in the country, a system would be introduced by December this year to block usage of stolen mobile phones, PTA Chairman Major General Shahzada Alam Malik (Retd) said on Tuesday.

Elaborating salient features of the system on PTV, he said each mobile phone has an "Imzi number". When a set is stolen the owner should immediately inform operators about it.
On receiving the report, the concerned operator would block the "Imzi number" of the stolen mobile, virtually making it obsolete set for the rogues, he added.

The mobile number portability system would be made functional by January. The mobile users would be able to switch to any company while retaining their actual number, including the code number, he said.
More…
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$5 billion investment likely in cellphone sector in 5 years
KARACHI (August 31 2005): Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) Regional Director Engineer Rizwan Ahmed Hydri has said the mobile industry is expected to absorb around five billion-dollar investment in the country within next five years that would leave a major impact on job market and development in the sector.

Talking to newsmen here, he said the PTA regularly monitored the quality of service and promptly reacted to public complaints.

He called upon the mobile phone service providers to expand their network to improve the quality of service besides slashing their tariff to ensure "availability of high quality value-added services to the common man at affordable prices".

PTA Regional Director hoped the competitive environment would force the mobile phone service providers to improve their service quality through value-addition after achieving tariff stabilisation.
More…
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Ufone to sponsor second Annual South Asia Mobile summit

KARACHI (August 31 2005): Pakistan's Leading Mobile Phone company Ufone (PTML) has sponsored 2nd Annual South Asia Mobiles 2005 Summit to be held in Islamabad from 8 to 9 September 2005. Federal Minister for IT Awais Ahmed Khan Leghari is likely to inaugurate the summit.

The event has received endorsement and support from International Telecom Bodies such as South Asian GSM Forum, Global Mobile Suppliers Association (GSA), UMTS and Asian Media Information and Communication Centre (AMIC).

The chief executive of Ufone Babar Khan will present a case study on "Pakistani Operator, Ufone in Pakistan. Ufone, a subsidiary of Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited (PTCL) established in Pakistan in 2001, has aggressively increased its share with the last one year showing a 300 percent increase in subscribers crossing 3 million mark. Ufone provides state of the art technology - GPRS, WAP and MMS Services along with having GPRS over International Roaming. More…
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South Asia Mobiles Summit from September 8
ISLAMABAD (August 31 2005): The leading mobile phone company of Pakistan, Ufone has sponsored 2nd Annual South Asia Mobiles 2005 Summit to be held in Islamabad from September 8 to 9, 2005. Federal Minister for IT Awais Ahmed Khan Leghari is likely to inaugurate the summit.

The event has received endorsement and support from international telecom bodies such as South Asian GSM Forum, Global Mobile Suppliers Association (GSA), UMTS and Asian Media Information and Communication Centre (Amic).

The Ufone Chief Executive Babar Khan will present a case study on "Pakistani Operator, Ufone in Pakistan." Ufone, a subsidiary of Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited (PTCL) established in Pakistan in 2001, has aggressively increased its share with the last one year showing 300 per cent increase in subscribers crossing three million mark.

Ufone provides state of the art technology - GPRS, WAP & MMS services along with having GPRS over International Roaming.
More…
