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Pakistan’s soft image: Foreign pr firms may be hired
ISLAMABAD: Dissatisfied with the performance of foreign missions, the federal government is planning to engage international public relations companies and advertising agencies to promote a softer image of the country. 

Official sources told Daily Times that President General Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz had directed media consultants to prepare a comprehensive international media strategy. A team of media consultants, led by Mehreen Khan, was already working at the Prime Minister’s Secretariat to deal with international media affairs. 

Sources said that the group of consultants held a few meetings with the president and the prime minister and apprising them of the salient features of the campaign involving the international newspapers and television channels. 
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Intellectual property body functions notified
ISLAMABAD, Aug 21: The government has notified the functions of the newly-established Intellectual Property Organization (IPO) set up to protect and strengthen intellectual property rights (IPRs).

The IPO would constitute a policy board to be headed by a chairman and would promote a modern system for the protection of IPRs; approve policies, plans and programmes of the organization and formulate procedures and necessary framework for utilization of funds generated or acquired through services, donations or grants, etc.

With the establishment of the trade marks registry office, copy right and patent would be merged into the IPO. Similarly, no person would be allowed to use any name or mark or seal which may resemble the name, mark or seal of an organization or contain the expression or any abbreviation of such expression.

According to the IPO ordinance, the new organization would prescribe, regulate or implement measures and standards on any matter related to or connected with IPR; accredit or certify and regulate any person as an IPR agent. More…
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Making judicious use of water in farming
ONE of the major handicaps of Pakistan’s agriculture is inefficiency, wrong or over application of water that results, on one hand, in the wastage of a precious resource and on the other, undermines productivity because of misplaced faith in higher intensive irrigation to boost produce.

Judicious use of water is thus the key to productivity and conservation of this vital resource that is turning increasingly scarce.

The government has a number of schemes going for conserving water and enhancing its efficient use but their impact would not be known in the near future. In any case, they have no bearing on farming practices and are aimed at reducing the present level of inefficiency of water use. The problem can be resolved relatively early, if attention is paid on the application of water at the farm level to different crops.
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Improving corporate governance

 THIS article takes both a macro and a micro view of the “panacea” we call “privatization.” A popularly borrowed view is that if things do or do not go well in the public sector, the policy makers would like to privatize the businesses run by the state.

But good management comes to the private sector only if this sector too manages well which is not guaranteed. Does the so-called private sector comprise only big local or foreign investors?

Experience elsewhere in the world indicates that the private sector could comprise small investors as well as employees. So, if all hope is lost in the public sector, could options not be found in “popular capitalism” (small investors) and “labour capitalism” (labour)?

While a few examples of handing over to the employees may be found in Pakistan, a suggestion of this kind is mostly blocked or dismissed rather than considered. The assumption is that it is the petty and the small and at lower rungs who are sources of most inefficiencies and failures than the “high-born” and the “well-bred” who are also thought to be “born wiser.” More…
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Balochistan to be at par with other provinces: PTA chief
QUETTA: The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) is doing its best to spread telecommunication services across Balochistan as the authority is determined to bring the province at par with rest of the country in the field of telecom sector.

PTA Chairman Maj-Gen (retd) Shahzada Alam Malik said this while addressing a news conference here on Sunday. "It is a big challenge for us to cover the largest province of the country in terms of provision of telecom facilities, especially when its population is scattered and the province lacks the facilities like electricity, desired infrastructure, etc," he said.

Malik said that basically the press conference was a curtain-raiser of the Telecommunication Forum being held today (Monday) in the provincial metropolis.

The PTA chairman, flanked by Director-General Enforcement, Brig (retd) Zubair and Director PTA Quetta, Saeed Haider Rizvi, highlighted the aims and objectives of the Telecom Forum, saying that this forum would not only help expedite the pace of development of the telecom sector in the province, but would also help identify and address the problems facing the consumers of cellular companies.
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PTA to hear complaints of ISPs against PTCL

KARACHI: Pakistan Telecom-munication Authority would conduct regular hearing on complaints of Internet service providers against the PTCL which has been accused of subsidising its sister company Paknet, which is already in default.

A group of over a dozen ISPs across the country recently approached the telecom watchdog PTA, seeking its role to stop the PTCL and Paknet from the “anti-competitive and discriminatory behaviour.”

"The PTA has accepted a formal petition submitted by the ISPs against the PTCL and Paknet for regular hearing," said a source close to the development.
"The complaint sets out the details of the undue preference and discriminatory conduct of the PTCL and the concerted action based thereon between the PTCL and Paknet," he said quoting the petition as saying. More…
