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Pakistan 'to receive F-16s soon'
Pakistan has said it will take delivery "in the near future" of two US F-16 fighters after a landmark arms deal. The US said in March it would resume sales - suspended by an embargo imposed in 1990 over Islamabad's nuclear weapons programme. The F-16s are seen as a reward for support Pakistan has given for the US-led "war on terror". India, which has fought three wars with Pakistan, has said the deal upsets the balance of power in the region. 
'Nominal cost' 

Pakistan already has about 30 F-16s, delivered before the embargo, but was anxious to increase its fleet. Reports in Pakistan's Dawn newspaper said the US Congress was likely to back the move later in August, allowing Pakistan to take the planes by early October. 

A statement by Pakistan Air Cmdr Sarfaraz Ahmed Khan said the jets were "being provided to Pakistan from the ready available stock" at a "very nominal" cost. 
Air Cmdr Khan said negotiations to buy newer F-16s were still going on and their number and the delivery dates would be decided "at a later stage". 
More…
http://www.dawn.com/2005/08/01/nat10.htm 
DAWN 
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By Bureau Report

NWFP to get Rs18 billion annual profit: Hydropower generation
PESHAWAR, July 31: The NWFP government will get Rs18 billion annually from the federal government as net hydro-electric profit instead of Rs6 billion, besides the dues of Rs345 billion.

Chief Minister Akram Khan Durrani told delegations from various districts at the Frontier House that the provincial government had made significant progress in getting the profit.

According to an official statement issued here on Sunday: The chief minister said: “We would soon be able to get Rs18 billion annually in net hydel profit instead of Rs6 billion.”

He said the Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal government had announced the first provincial industrial policy, which had been welcomed by the Sarhad Chamber of Commerce and Industry and other business organizations.
More…
http://www.dawn.com/2005/08/01/top4.htm 
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By Anwar Iqbal

N-war in South Asia likely, warns US report
WASHINGTON, July 31: US policy analysts consider the apparent arms race between India and Pakistan as posing perhaps the most likely prospect for the future use of nuclear weapons by states, says the latest congressional report on US-Pakistan relations.

The report by the Congressional Research Service, which prepares policy papers for US legislators, is the first since July 18, 2005, when the United States and India signed an agreement for nuclear cooperation, causing a sense of heightened insecurity in Pakistan.

The report highlights continued US support to Pakistan’s efforts to improve its military arsenal and discloses that since 2002 Pakistan has refurbished a substantial part of its fleet of American made F-16 fighter jets with US assistance.

Referring to a new US-India defence framework agreement signed on June 28, 2005, the CRS notes that Pakistan has expressed concern over this agreement because Islamabad feels that it could lead to “induction of advanced weapons systems into the region” and “the destabilization of the strategic balance” there.
More…
http://www.dawn.com/2005/08/01/nat6.htm 
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By APP 

PAF confirms shipment of F-16 jets soon
ISLAMABAD, July 31: Pakistan Air Force has confirmed a report that it will be receiving two F-16s from the United States in the near future. These F-16s are of same category as the ones which PAF already possess and are being provided to Pakistan from their available stock, said a PAF press release issued here on Sunday.

The expenditure involved in procurement of these F-16s is very nominal, the press release stated.

Anyhow, it may be noted that the issue of purchase of newer version of additional F-16s is under discussion and the number and delivery timing of new F-16s will be decided at later stage, it added.
More…
http://www.dawn.com/2005/08/01/ebr3.htm 
DAWN 
August 1, 2005
By Nasir Jamal

Trade policy and empty promises
GENERALLY, businessmen have appreciated trade policy 2005-06 announced by Commerce Minister Humanyun Akhtar Khan on July 21 because it promises structural changes in the official trade promotion and other related agencies, and focuses on issues which are said to be restricting exports.

The constraining issues include market access, human resource and infrastructure development for producing more trade surplus, and the compliance problems in the post-WTO era. The trade policy seeks to address these issues and problems during the next one year, or at least begin work on them.

However, many businessmen are skeptical about the government’s ability to fully implement the policy decisions and initiatives. A leading businessman Eng. Akber Sheikh says the direction of the policy is right, but what we need is its effective and efficient implementation.
More…
http://www.dawn.com/2005/08/01/top1.htm 
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By Our Staff Reporter

Shujaat against immediate deportation: ‘Foreign students will be allowed to complete course’
LAHORE, July 31: President of the ruling Pakistan Muslim League Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain has said that foreign students enrolled at various madressahs having no-objection certificates of their countries will not be sent back.

Talking to reporters at his residence on Sunday, he said such students would be allowed to complete their studies in Pakistan.

President Musharraf had asked all foreign students — estimated at 1,400 — studying in madressahs to leave Pakistan. Chaudhry Shujaat said he would take up the matter with the president and the prime minister to get it resolved.

He said madressahs should register with the government in their own interest.
Answering a question, he said no foreign student of any madressah had been given military training.
More…
http://www.dawn.com/2005/08/01/top5.htm 
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By Our Correspondent

‘Big change in US policy towards S. Asia’
WASHINGTON, July 31: The India-US cooperation on civilian nuclear energy while allowing New Delhi to retain its nuclear arms programme, shows a historic shift in US policy towards India, says a report published on Saturday in the Christian Science Monitor.

News analyst Daniel Schorr observes: “We are witnessing a historic change in attitudes toward India and Pakistan and the administration seems ready to show the kind of favouritism to India that it had once showed to Pakistan.

According to the report, the pro-Indian tilt in US policies towards South Asia became obvious when the visiting Prime Minister Manmohan Singh reached an agreement with President George W. Bush that would permit India to get international help with its peaceful nuclear programme while retaining its nuclear arms programme.

“Because of our shared values, the relationship between our two countries has never been stronger,” President Bush said.

These remarks reflect the Bush administration’s concerns about the activities of Pakistani nuclear scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan, who has been helping the nuclear programmes of North Korea and other countries.

More…
http://www.dawn.com/2005/08/01/top16.htm 
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By APP


No change in petroleum prices
KARACHI, July 31: There will be no change in prices of petroleum products for next 15 days, says the Oil Companies Advisory Committee (OCAC) announcement here on Sunday.

It said during the current fortnight the oil companies continue to subsidize the price of diesel by Rs 4.90 per litre, kerosene by Rs 4.79 per litre and LDO by Rs 4.29 per litre.

More…
http://www.jang.com.pk/thenews/aug2005-daily/01-08-2005/business/b3.htm 
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By Kamal Siddiqi

Exactly, what image are we trying to portray?
KARACHI: "Enlightened moderation" is the rage these days and that too for obvious reasons. The on-going international housing exhibition, organised by the Karachi Building Control Authority and the Association of Builders and Developers, even held an "Enlightened Moderation Competition" on Friday leaving one at a loss for words as to what the contestants were competing against.

Last week, once again the issue of the image of Pakistan in the eyes of the world once again became a topic of hot debate and discussion. The underlying question that one needs to ask is ñ exactly what image are we trying to portray? Is there some practical strategy in place for implementing it and who are the key players in this? All these questions beg answers that no one seems to have. Islamabad remains quiet.

Since July 7, when the London bomb blasts occurred, Pakistan has come under a new spotlight. The main reason being that not only were some of those identified in the bombings of Pakistani origin but the fact that they had visited Pakistan prior to the blasts ñ at least this is what the media suggests. The backlash against Pakistanis has not taken long in coming.

More…
http://www.jang.com.pk/thenews/aug2005-daily/01-08-2005/main/main3.htm 
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August 1, 2005 
By our correspondent


Govt has taken concrete steps to curb extremism, says Sherpao
NOWSHERA: Interior Minister Aftab Ahmad Khan Sherpao has said that in order to win a good name for the country in the comity of nations, the government has taken some concrete steps to eliminate extremism.

Addressing a delegation led by Malik Khalid Khan and Malik Ejaz from union council Jalozai, Nowshera that called on him here Sunday, the minister regretted that the growing trend of extremism and hate literature had made irreparable losses to the country and its people. He resented that offensive printed material brainwashed the youth and spread hatred in the country.

Sherpao said the government had taken pragmatic steps banning hate materials and extremist organisations in the country. He said the banned extremist groups would not be allowed to operate with a new nomenclature.

More…
http://www.jang.com.pk/thenews/aug2005-daily/01-08-2005/main/main16.htm 
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By Tariq Butt

Pakistan, India to discuss trade on 9th
ISLAMABAD: Top commerce officials of Pakistan and India meet in New Delhi on August 9 and 10 to discuss 30 Indian proposals for promotion of bilateral trade and commercial and economic cooperation.

Six of the Indian proposals that it would make in the forthcoming meeting of the commerce secretaries are new while 24 were submitted by New Delhi at a similar meeting last year. The two countries had constituted a Working Group headed by their commerce secretaries to discuss Pakistan’s objections.

Commerce Secretary Tasneem Noorani will lead the Pakistan delegation into the talks with his Indian counterpart. An inter-ministerial meeting will be held on Wednesday to firm up Pakistan’s response to the Indian proposals. These include opening of the Wagah border for trade, request for according most favoured nation (MFN) status to India by Pakistan, transit facilities for Indian goods for export to Afghanistan and Central Asian Republics, permitting private Indian airlines to operate in Pakistan, opening of Indian banks and amendment to the Shipping Protocol 1974 to permit third country vessels to operate between the two counties etc.
More…
http://www.jang.com.pk/thenews/aug2005-daily/01-08-2005/oped/editorial.htm 
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A framework for development
While the government has been laying particular emphasis on maintaining the growth momentum of the country's economy, it is quite often pointed out that it should give greater attention to the development of infrastructure, like building of dams and water reservoirs, ports, rural roads and energy supply. At the same time, it is also necessary to develop human resource as a knowledge-based input for accelerated economic development. Development activities are said to have been constrained in the past due to inadequate infrastructure, institutional capacity and the quality of human resources. A Medium Term Development Framework (2005-10), that has become operative from the current financial year, has emphasised the need to further strengthen these areas.

It is widely recognised that with economic stabilisation through a consistent, credible and transparent set of fiscal and monetary policies and wide-ranging structural reforms, the rate of economic growth increased to 5.1 percent in 2002-03, to 6.4 percent in 2003-04 and was an impressive 8.4 percent last year. 

More…
http://www.nation.com.pk/daily/aug-2005/1/index7.php 
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By AHMED RASHID IN LAHORE

Great game in Central Asia
UZBEKISTAN’S decision to order the United State to vacate its military base in the country is only partially a result of Uzbek pique at Washington’s attitude towards the massacre of hundreds of civilians in Andijan by Uzbek troops in May. It is more to do with Uzbekistan siding with Russia and China who want to reclaim their dominant role in Central Asia from the US, nearly four years after agreeing to cede space to a US presence in the aftermath of September 11. 


Just hours after the last of some 450 Uzbek refugees left Kyrgyzstan for a new home in Romania, Uzbekistan’s Foreign Ministry gave Washington six months notice to vacate the Karshi Khanabad airbase, known as K2 in the south of the country. The base which houses some 1200 US troops, has given some air support to the on going American and Afghan troops offensive against the Taliban and a support base for US outposts in northern Afghanistan.

More…

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_1-8-2005_pg1_3 
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By Mohammad Imran

Seminaries have to give information on finances

ISLAMABAD: The government has decided to amend the Society Act 1860, which relates to the registration and regulation of religious seminaries. Under the amendments, seminaries will have to provide information on their financial resources and will have to audit their accounts on an annual basis.

“A recent meeting chaired by Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz asked Religious Affairs Secretary Vakil Ahmed Khan to start work on amending the act,” sources told Daily Times on Sunday.

With the help of the Education, Interior and Law and Justice Ministries, the secretary had started working on proposing amendments to the act, sources added.

The government also decided to go back on its decision to form the Madrassa Reforms Board headed by Lt Gen (r) Javed Ashraf Qazi, sources said.

More…
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_1-8-2005_pg7_3 
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By APP

PAF confirms shipment of F-16s soon
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Air Force (PAF) has confirmed news that it will be receiving two F-16s from the US soon.

The two F-16s were of same category as the ones that the PAF already possessed and were being provided to Pakistan from available stock, said a PAF press release issued on Sunday. The sum involved in buying the two fighter-bombers was nominal, it added. The issue of purchasing newer versions of the F-16 and more of the model being sent, was being discussed and the number and delivery timing would be decided at a later stage, the release said. 

More…
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_31-7-2005_pg5_5 
DAILY TIMES 
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By Online


World Bank team due on August 22
ISLAMABAD: A delegation of the World Bank will arrive on Aug 22 to hold talks with Pakistan Railways on improving the operation and infrastructure of Pakistan Railways.

Sources told Online on Saturday that the World Bank had shown a keen interest in the development of the railway sector. They added that formal talks would be held with the delegation on the arrival of the World Bank team.

Sources said the government was committed to providing safe traveling facilities to the masses and that it was taking all necessary steps to improve the present infrastructure of the railways. They added that the ministry had sent a summary to the prime minister for further action and that the summary on turning Pakistan Railways into a State Corporation would be forwarded to the cabinet for approval.
More…
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_31-7-2005_pg5_1 
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By Imran Ayub

Direct Internet link: PTCL signs deals with Indian companies 
3 Indian companies to set up undersea fibre optic line
KARACHI: Pakistan Telecomm-unication Company Limited (PTCL) has signed a deal with three Indian telecom companies to extend an undersea fibre optic line from Mumbai to Karachi to provide a direct fibre link between the two countries.

A senior official in the PTCL said a deal had been signed with India’s Videsh Sanchar Nigam Limited (VSNL), Bharti Telecom and Reliance Technologies.

“We have started work on the project,” said PTCL President Junaid I Khan. “As far as the Indian side is concerned, work will begin when the companies get approval from their government.” He said the country was likely to get a fibre link with India by the end of current year by when another link through an undersea route is scheduled to be laid.
More…
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_31-7-2005_pg7_6 
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By Iftikhar Gilani

Musharraf-Manmohan meeting in Sept: Pakistan, India might consider new CBMs

NEW DELHI: Foreign secretaries of Pakistan and India may review progress of talks and look into the scope of new confidence building measures ahead of a meeting between Pakistani President General Pervez Musharraf and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in New York in September. 

As agreed during a telephone conversation on Friday, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh will meet President Pervez Musharraf on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly session. 

Indian Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran is scheduled to arrive in Islamabad on August 16 to participate in a two-day meeting of the SAARC Standing Committee for the preparation of SAARC Summit to be held in Dhaka in November this year. Sources said since Pakistan was a host country, the occasion might be used by the secretaries to hold a bilateral meeting. 

“They may review talks’ progress and remove bottlenecks in the way of already agreed confidence building measures,” they added. More…
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_31-7-2005_pg7_8 
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By Khalid Hasan

US-India nuclear deal and NPT’s future

WASHINGTON: The new willingness of the US to engage in cooperative activities in the civilian nuclear power field with India, a state outside the NPT raises serious questions about the future of US nuclear non-proliferation policy, according to a security expert. 

Baker Spring of the Heritage Foundation, one of the leading conservative think tanks in the capital, wonders if in specific terms, the US is effectively abandoning the NPT regime. He argues that it would be reasonable to assert that the new US-India joint statement answers this question in the affirmative. “That reasonable assertion, however, is not the only plausible conclusion, and it is certainly not the intent of the Bush Administration. While the US-India joint statement does signal a change in US nuclear non-proliferation policy, it is really adapting that policy to the realities of the post-Cold War world,” he adds.
More…
http://www.brecorder.com/index.php?id=306162&currPageNo=1&query=&search=&term=&supDate= 
Business Recorder 
August 1, 2005
By MUSHTAQ GHUMMAN

PIAC seeks government's surety to buy seven new planes
ISLAMABAD (August 01 2005): The Pakistan International Airlines Corporation (PIAC) has sought government guarantee to acquire seven new ATR 42-500 turbo-prop aircraft to replace the aging Fokker fleet, official sources told Business Recorder.

In pursuance of the decision taken on February 3, 2005, PIA invited 'sealed bids' from three short-listed aircraft manufacturers namely SAAB, Bombardier and ATR.

Sources said that the board of directors, in its meeting on June 27 last approved purchase of seven ATR 42-500 aircraft at a cost of $100.48 million, plus applicable escalation in accordance with the aircraft delivery schedule.

According to the breakdown of the project cost, the price of the seven aircraft would be $78.97 million, spares $6.66 million, spare engines $7.25 million, and facilities/training etc $7.60 million.
More…
http://www.brecorder.com/index.php?id=305466&currPageNo=1&query=&search=&term=&supDate= 
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PTA reduces type-approval fee
ISLAMABAD (July 30 2005): The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) has reduced type-approval application processing fee by 33 percent for foreign manufacturers and has excluded telephone sets with/without CLI and fax machines from the list of equipment to be type-approved.

It is worth mentioning here that cellular mobile telephone sets already stand excluded from the said list. Type approval for aforementioned items will not be required from PTA in the future.

According to details issued by PTA, foreign manufacturers would have to pay now US $100 only instead of US $150 as application processing fee for type-approval of telecom terminal equipment. The said order would be effective from July 1, 2005.
More...

http://www.brecorder.com/index.php?id=306175&currPageNo=1&query=&search=&term=&supDate= 
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Shell may post 30 percent rise in after-tax profit
KARACHI (August 01 2005): The Shell Pakistan is poised to report a 30 percent growth in after-tax profits with its full-year profit growing from Rs 1.5 billion to Rs 1.93-2.00 billion in the year ended June 30, 2005. On August 4, 2005, Shell is scheduled to announce its full-year results for FY05. The company has already distributed interim dividend of Rs 8 per share.

"We expect the final dividend to be Rs 35-40 per share", said Ali Hussain, research analyst at Investcapital Securities in a report, adding the core chunk of growth for Shell has emanated from the rise in domestic prices instead of volume growth.

The company also made sizeable savings during the second half due to the use of white oil pipeline for transportation purposes in preference to the oil tankers. This substitution did, however, eat into the demand for HSD at the start of the year. Finally, colossal inventory gains also solidified the margins of the OMCs in Pakistan.
More…
http://www.pakistanlink.com/Headlines/July05/31/01.htm 
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Musharraf calls to resolve Palestine, Kashmir disputes

ISLAMABAD: President Pervez Musharraf has renewed calls to resolve the Palestine and Kashmir disputes, which he said, are at the root of terrorism affecting the entire world.
In an interview to a British daily Musharraf said Pakistan has taken several steps to curb terrorism but Britain has yet to take these steps. 
“They should have been doing what they have been demanding of us to do — to ban extremist groups like they asked us to do here in Pakistan and which I have done,” he said. 
Musharraf has renewed call to resolve the Palestine and Kashmir disputes which he regards as being at the root of terrorism affecting the entire world. “If we don’t do this we will fail the region and the world,” he said. 
BRITAIN is regarded as a safe haven by Islamic extremists because it has failed to crack down on them despite urging other countries to do so, the president of Pakistan warned. 

More…
http://www.pakistanlink.com/Headlines/July05/31/04.htm 
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US welcomes Musharraf’s steps against terrorism
ISLAMABAD July 31 : The United States has welcomed the recent steps taken by President General Pervez Musharraf to curb extremism in Pakistan and eliminate terrorism.

"Washington stands by Pakistan and its leader in their endeavours to play tangible role for making the world more safe and free of tyranny," US Ambassador Ryan C Crocker said while talking to English daily ‘The News’.

He said the world in general and the United States in particular have throughout been supporting the actions taken by President General Pervez Musharraf in the wake of 9/11 incidents.

The strategic steps the President of Pakistan has taken in this whole period of time proved to be useful and effective in attaining the objectives of curbing terrorism. The firmness Pakistan’s leader has shown is remarkable, he added. More…
