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Pakistan needs to move cautiously: Trade liberalization
ISLAMABAD, Aug 12: Pakistan needs to move cautiously with the process of trade liberalization, especially with regard to lowering of bound tariffs — a limit beyond which customs duty on products could not be increased — and withdrawal of subsidies in the agriculture sector.

This was one of the recommendations of a research report on “impact of trade liberalization on agriculture” prepared by Dr Wajid Pirzada and commissioned by Actionaid Pakistan.

The report, a copy of which was available with Dawn, suggests to the government that for informed policy-making, a broad based consultation on participatory basis needs to be institutionalized involving major stakeholders, especially small farmers, civil society, progressive farmers, breeders, academia, researchers, policy-makers and planners.

The 148-member WTO countries are expected to finalize modalities for the elimination of subsidies, support and downward revision of tariff on agriculture produce in the upcoming ministerial conference to be held in Hong Kong in December.
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Facts about PTCL-Paknet deal
ISLAMABAD: The PTCL claim of innocence with regard to preferential treatment to its subsidiary Paknet is baseless and the The News possesses all relevant documents to establish the facts as carried in its story.

The News has a copy of the agreement signed between PTCL and Paknet besides possessing copies of bills issued by PTCL to Paknet which were never paid. It also has copies of Paknet’s balance sheet certified by SECP.

This is not the first time these facts have been brought into light. As a matter of fact this has been a fallow up story carrying similar facts, but never denied by the PTCL management.

Moreover, the PTA has not yet conducted the hearing of the case on the ground that PTCL has not submitted its reply to the authority.
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PTA hearing against PTCL-Paknet deal on 16th
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority Friday set August 16 date for hearing in the reference filed by eight ISPs against perefefrntial treatment to Paknet by the Pakistan Telecommunication Company.

The PTA letter (Ref No: 14-259/L&A/PTA) issued on Friday titled ‘hearing notice’ reads, "This is with reference to the complaint filed by M/s Skynet (Pvt.) Ltd and seven others against M/s Paknet Limited and M/s Pakistan Telecommunication Company Limited under section 23 read with section 4(f), 6 (a) , 6(e) , 21(4)(i) & (1) of the Pakistan Telecommunication (Re-organization) Act , 1996. It is decided to convene a hearing on August 16, 2005 at 14:30 pm at PTA Headquarter F-5/1, Islamabad."

In its notices to all the parties in the reference including the PTCL, the PTA has directed them to appear in person or through representative fully conversant with the case on the fixed date along with a copy of written arguments for the authority.
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Pakistan will get two F16s by December
WASHINGTON: Jehangir Karamat, Pakistan’s ambassador to the United States, on Friday said that Pakistan would get two F16s by December. 

In an interview to APP, the ambassador said there were a lot of stages that had passed and things were going smoothly after the approval for F16s’ sale to Pakistan early this year. Right now, he said, the exact configuration, cost and number of F16s to be sold to Pakistan were being negotiated between the two countries. “We are looking at something like 75 F16s.” 

About the state of Pakistan-US relations, Jehangir said these were “very very good” at the moment.

“There are no problems as such, except that there are ongoing discussions on visas to Pakistani citizens and formalities at airports and border points, especially at the Canadian border.” The point, he said, was that relations in all areas had broadened and the two countries were addressing mutual concerns and pursuing mutual interests.
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Visa’s Karachi office to start working by ’06
KARACHI: Visa International, the world’s leading payment brand and largest payment system, has announced its expansion of business operations in Pakistan. The first office in Karachi will start functioning by early 2006.

We are poised for proliferation of electronic payment services in Pakistan, said James Murray, executive vice president South and Southeast Asia, Visa Asia Pacific, on Friday.

He said Visa International had launched several initiatives in the last six months to help expand electronic payments in Pakistan. There are more than 845,000 Visa cards in circulation in the country and an annual growth rate of more than 100 percent. Visa is committed to expanding its network of merchants and ATMs.
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