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Potential areas for investments in Sindh identified
KARACHI (April 08 2005): The Sindh government has prepared a comprehensive document - "Investment opportunities in Sindh" - identifying the potential areas for local and foreign investments. The document is in line with the national investment policy to have uniformity in policies at national and provincial levels for the facilitation of investors. Identifying the wide range areas of investment, the document mentions oil and gas, agriculture, small and medium enterprises (SMEs), infrastructure, chemical, information technology (IT) and telecom, energy, mining, tourism and engineering as attractive sectors.
More...
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Cellular operators directed to mention full range of tariffs
KARACHI (April 08 2005): The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) has asked all cellular operators not to misguide subscribers with lower or reduced tariff offers. Cellular companies are not mentioning taxes in there advertisements appearing in the print and electronic media and the PTA is critical of these 'hidden taxes'. The PTA directive came as a result of recent advertisements appearing in the print and electronic media by some cellular operators wherein tariffs for calls within the same network (on-net calls) are being advertised.
More…
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NWFP government to set up pavilion at IT fair
PESHAWAR (April 08 2005): The NWFP Minister for Information Technology Hussain Ahmed Kanju said provincial government would set up pavilion in the upcoming '2-Day BrainStorm 2005 IT exhibition' to be held on May 28 to 29 at Peshawar. All the IT related activities of the government departments would be displayed therein to promote computerisation process of the provincial departments. Hussain Ahmed Kanju stated this while reviewing the arrangements of the exhibition at his office here on Thursday morning.

On this occasion, the Brains College Peshawar Director Zafarullah Khan briefed the participants about the outcome of past two such exhibitions in detail.
More…
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US urged to stop issuing negative advisories
ISLAMABAD, April 7: Pakistan has urged the United States to stop issuing negative travel advisories to its citizens as it was hurting American investment as well as the tourism in the country. 

Informed sources told Dawn here on Thursday that visiting US Under secretary of State of Treasury for International Affairs John B. Taylor had held a number of meetings with senior Pakistani authorities and was told that more US companies and investors could invest in Pakistan, provided no negative travel advisories were still being issued by the Bush administration. 
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Commerce minister to visit Washington
WASHINGTON: Federal Commerce Minister Humayun Akhtar Khan is scheduled to undertake a brief visit to Washington on April 13, according to sources.

The Commerce Minister will hold meetings with US Secretary of Commerce, and State Department officials.

During his last visit to Washington in September 2004, the Commerce Minister held meetings with Robert B Zoellick, then US Trade Representative.

They announced that the two countries would begin negotiations on a Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT).
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Cellular operators directed to mention all charges in their tariffs
Islamabad—Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) has issued a directive to all cellular mobile operators to ensure adequate disclosure of all charges pertaining to calls made to other networks and the extent of applicable government taxes.

PTA has issued this directive as a result of recent advertisements appearing in the print and electronic media by some of the cellular mobile operators wherein tariffs for calls within same networks (on-net calls) are being advertised. According to PTA, such advertisements are misleading in nature as they do not disclose the complete details of charges for calls terminating on other networks such as airtime, termination and other network access charges. 
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Promotion of telecom sector helps socio-economic development
HAVING been harmonized with modern requirements of contemporary our world, our country provides equal opportunities of investment to the foreign as well as domestic investors. In this connection, Government of Pakistan has provided attractive incentives and opportunities to attract foreign investors to invest in Pakistan that aims at to not only protect the capital but also to make sure the return of profit. Now any foreign investor can take his profit after in investing his capital the project. That is why telecom and IT sectors in Pakistan have become favourable sectors for the foreign investors. The measures taken by PTA for the promotion of the said sectors are appreciable and have positive effects on our socio economic development.

Though, Pakistan is a developing country but it has greater importance among the countries of the world on account of being a nuclear power and having strategically importance in South Asia. After 9/11, Pakistan has received great importance. In the light of prevalent regional situation, Pakistan’s regional role and its identity cannot be ignored.
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