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14 countries on US watch over copyright
WASHINGTON, April 29: The United States said on Friday it was putting China on a blacklist of countries guilty in its view of “rampant” copyright abuses and warned that WTO action could follow. The US Trade Representative’s office, unveiling an annual report on protection of intellectual property rights, said China was being put on a “Priority Watch List.”

The “Special 301” report “concludes that infringement levels remain unacceptably high throughout China, in spite of Beijing’s efforts to reduce them,” the USTR said in a statement.

Another 13 countries were placed on this year’s watch list as a preliminary step toward potential sanctions if they do not mend their ways. They were Argentina, Brazil, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Israel, Kuwait, Lebanon, Pakistan, the Philippines, Russia, Turkey and Venezuela.
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Export to be doubled in five years: PM
ISLAMABAD, April 29: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz said on Friday that the government was focussing on diversification of export base, exploring new markets and improving the country’s image to hit the export target of $28 billion in the next five years. Speaking at the foundation-stone laying ceremony of an export display centre of the Islamabad Chambers of Commerce and Industry (ICCI), the prime minister announced that Pakistan was on course to achieving export worth $14 billion for the year 2004-05, but said this was still well below the potential of the country.

“Countries like ASEAN members, with far less resources, are way ahead of us...Let’s not rest on our laurels and show that we are a serious player,” the prime minister said.

Mr Aziz said the government was focussing on diversifying its exports base by providing an enabling environment to new products, particularly engineering products, to make them competitive in international markets.
More…
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‘Relations with EU not to affect Pak-US ties’
ISLAMABAD, April 29: Foreign Minister Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri has said that Pakistan’s improving relations with the European Union will not affect its ties with the United States. “I think their effects will be positive and our relations will further improve with European Union and the United States”, the minister told Voice of Germany.

Kasuri said Pakistan was a sovereign country and it had never yielded to external pressure. For example, he said, despite its good relations with the United States, Pakistan had its own stand on Iraq issue.

“We refused to send our army to Iraq and did not support US attack on Iraq,” he added.
More…
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KARACHI: Due facilities to foreign investors pledged
KARACHI, April 29: City Nazim Niamatullah Khan has said that all possible facilities would be provided to foreign investors for various development projects in Karachi.

Briefing a delegation from Madrid (Spain), led by Olivier Sterckx, about development projects in Karachi here at the Civic Centre, the nazim said that there were countless opportunities for investment in Karachi.

The nazim told the delegation that the city beaches were very attractive and efforts were being made to provide maximum possible facilities to picnickers at the recreational spots.

He said that the city government was looking for companies interested in plantation, development and provision of recreational facilities at Hawkesbay, Paradise Point and other picnic spots.
More… 
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Task force formed to privatize PS by Dec
ISLAMABAD, April 29: The government has formed a six-member task force to privatize Pakistan Steel by December 30, 2005. “I am heading this task force having members from my ministry and the ministry of privatization and investment, and we are making sure that Pakistan Steel is privatized during this year,” said Industries and Production Minister Jehangir Khan Tareen. Talking to Dawn here on Friday, he said Privatization and Investment Minister Dr Abdul Hafeez Sheikh was extending all his cooperation to help disinvest Pakistan Steel within this year.

The objective, he said, was to hand over the mills to a private owner to run it more efficiently for which the task force was finalizing a schedule for its privatization. The industries minister opposed the expansion of Pakistan Steel and said let the new investor pump money into the organization. “The government has no business to run the organizations with a view to removing their losses and providing all possible incentives to the private sector to grow,” he said. Mr Tareen said that time had come to disinvest bigger industrial units, including Pakistan Steel, as was promised by the government.
More…
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Relations with Europe won’t affect Pak-US ties: Kasuri
ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri has said that Pakistan’s improving relations with the European Union will not affect ties with the United States.

“I think its effect will be positive and our relations will improve with the European Union and United States,” the minister told Voice of Germany. Kasuri said Pakistan was a sovereign country that would not yield to external pressure.

Quoting an example, the foreign minister said that despite having good relations with the United States, Pakistan differed from the US stance in Iraq’s case.
More…
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USA expects more exports from Pakistan

FAISALABAD: Joel Reifman, economic and commercial consular embassy of the USA, called for stronger business and economic relations between Pakistan and USA and hoped that private sector would play a dynamic role in fostering bilateral trade ties between the two countries. 

Addressing the members of the Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FCCI) here on Friday, he said exports from Pakistan to US were $ 3 billion in 2004, adding that USA was providing help in health, education, governance and other sectors in Pakistan.

Mr Reifman mentioned chain of Pakistan’s textiles and vast opportunities for such exports to USA. He said Pakistan has the potential to increase its textile exports through value addition in cotton, yarn, fabrics, readymade garments, knitwear and bed wear etc. 
More…
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Govt considering cutting subsidy on urea
ISLAMABAD: The government is considering cutting the subsidy on urea and giving financial backing to the import of DAP fertilizer to reduce the price of the latter, which will be help the growers increase per-acre yield, said a senior government official. 

“For the first time, the government is considering subsidizing the import of di-ammonium phosphate (DAP), which will bring down the fertilizer price in the market,” said the official. 

The Ministry of Industries and Production, the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock (MinFal) and fertilizer firms have started consultation on the issue, and will shortly make a presentation to Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on the subject, according to the official. 
More…

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_30-4-2005_pg7_52
DAILY TIMES
APRIL 30, 2005
By AFP


US puts China on watchlist over copyright fraud
WASHINGTON: The United States said Friday it was putting China on a blacklist of countries guilty in its view of “rampant” copyright abuses and warned that WTO action could follow.

The US Trade Representative’s office, unveiling an annual report on measures taken by countries around the world to protect intellectual property rights (IPR), said China was being put on a “Priority Watch List”. The “Special 301” report “concludes that infringement levels remain unacceptably high throughout China, in spite of Beijing’s efforts to reduce them,” the USTR said in a statement.
More…
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Musharraf has excelled Alexander the Great, says US official
WASHINGTON: An aide to President Bush has complimented President Pervez Musharraf for launching an operation in an area that even Alexander the Great was afraid to enter.

Mike Green, special assistant to the US President, was referring to the operation launched by the Pakistan army in tribal areas against terrorists said to be holed up there. He made the remarks to a group of Pakistanis – members of the American-Pakistani Physicians of North America – during a special briefing organised for them. The doctors are here for a series of meetings.

Green said President Bush recognises the “tough stand” taken by Pakistan against terrorism. He also acknowledged that the Pakistan army had suffered casualties in pursuit of a greater cause. He pointed out that there was a personal understanding between the American and Pakistani presidents and Gen. Musharraf was one of the few foreign leaders to have been invited to Camp David. He said there was bipartisan commitment in favour of Pakistan on Capitol Hill today. He noted that after 9/11 the Pakistani leader “took a prompt, bold and historic decision to side with forces determined to defeat terrorism, and the decision was not risk-free, but he courageously took it, and the United States appreciates it very much.”
More…
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German store chain to invest
KARACHI: Metro Cash and Carry International, Germany, the fifth largest retailer marketing group in the world, operating in 30 countries has shown interest to invest in Pakistan, according to a press release issued on Friday. The eight members delegation of the third largest retailer group in Europe, currently on visit to Pakistan has shown interest to invest in Karachi, Lahore, Islamabad and Multan.
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US releases piracy list
WASHINGTON: United States placed total of 14 nations on a "priority watch list," with China added to the list this year.

China, India, Indonesia, Pakistan and the Philippines led a blacklist of Asian copyright violators released by the United States, which sought tough action to combat piracy and counterfeiting of US goods.

One country, Ukraine, remained in the category of worst offenders on copyright infringement as a "priority foreign country," with 75 million dollars in sanctions still in place, the office of the US Trade Representative said.

The others included Argentina, Brazil, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Israel, Kuwait, Lebanon, Pakistan, the Philippines, Russia, Turkey, and Venezuela.

The USTR said that while infringement levels remained "unacceptably high" throughout China, in spite of Beijing's efforts to reduce them, there was some progress in the region in protecting intellectual property rights.
More…
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US warns terrorists plan attacks in Central Asia
WASHINGTON: The US government has warned that it had ongoing concerns about security in Central Asia, warning of "the potential for terrorist actions" there and urging US citizens to step up their own security.

"The US Government continues to receive information that terrorist groups in Central Asia may be planning attacks in the region, possibly against US Government facilities, Americans or American interests," the State Department said in a public announcement.

"Elements and supporters of extremist groups present in Central Asia, including the Islamic Jihad Group, Al-Qaeda, the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), and the Eastern Turkistan Islamic Movement, have expressed anti-US sentiments in the past and have the capability to conduct terrorist operations in multiple countries."
More…
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Exports need to double in next five years: PM
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz on Friday said Pakistan was on course to meet the $14 billion export target, but had the potential of $28 billion annual exports in next five years.

"Countries with far less resources are way ahead of us. Lets not rest on our laurels and show that we are a serious player," he told a gathering at the foundation stone laying ceremony of an Export Display Centre of the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI).

He said Pakistan had made excellent progress with the effort of the private sector and the enabling environment by the government, but pointed out that the achievements were still below the potential, the country possessed.

He said the private sector in the country was very creative and innovative and added it needed to be more competitive to meet the challenges of globalisation.
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Mobile phone virus spreads to 20 countries
HELSINKI: A virus that spreads from cell phone to cell phone has made its way to 20 different countries around the world, a Finnish anti-virus expert said on Friday.

"The Cabir virus has now been detected in 20 different countries... including in the US, China and Russia... We found the virus in Luxembourg two days ago and in the Netherlands two weeks ago," said Mikko Hyppoenen, head of anti-virus research at Finnish Internet security firm F-Secure.

The virus, which was first discovered last June, spreads only over blue tooth, a short-range radio technology for Internet and mobile devices.

"Once you have one infected phone it will try to beam itself to other compatible phones... This virus is only traveling when people travel the world," Hyppoenen pointed out.
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Shaukat stresses private, public sector participation
Islamabad—Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz has emphasised for building a strong partnership between the public and private sectors to improve country’s image and double the existing fourteen billion dollars exports in next five years.

Addressing the foundation stone laying ceremony of a six-storey building of Export Display Centre in Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry here Friday Mr Aziz said despite touching to fourteen billion dollars exports target Pakistan is far behind from its real potential and urged the private sector to put their extra ordinary energies for enhancing country’s exports particularly in the non-traditional areas. 

The Prime Minister said Pakistan is a land of opportunities and it has the capabilities to compete with the world market but we are at the lowest level in the world trade today.

Mr Aziz said the government is making strenuous efforts to provide private sector market access through good diplomacy and it is now upto private sector to improve its capability, quality, pricing and reliability to penetrate in the international market in a big way.
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Stronger economic relations between Pak, USA stressed
Faisalabad—Economic and Commercial Consular Embassy of the USA, Joel Reifman Friday called for stronger business and economic relations between Pakistan and USA and hoped that private sector would play a dynamic role in fostering bilateral trade ties between the two countries. 

Addressing the members of the Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FCCI) here, he sai exports from Pakistan to US were $ 3 billion in 2004, adding that USA was providing help in health, education, governance and other sectors in Pakistan.

In this context he mentioned the Full Bright education program for Pakistan and said that 500-600 students were completing master and PhD programs in USA. He said US was also extending help to improve technical education in Pakistan.

More…
