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USAID praised for valuable programmes in Pakistan
WASHINGTON (April 18 2005): Advisor to the Prime Minister on Finance and Economic Affairs, Dr Salman Shah on Saturday praised the USAID for initiating "good programmes" for uplift in Pakistan. He made a mention of "missing links" and more expanded cooperation where prospects exist. Dr Shah observed this while participating in a lively roundtable discussion held by the Paul H Nitze School of Advanced Studies (SAIS), Johns Hopkins University.

Besides the Governor State Bank, Dr Ishrat Husain, other participants of the discussion were Secretary Finance Naveed Ahsan, Secretary Economic Affairs Shuja Shah and advisor to the Ministry, Dr Ashfaque Hasan Khan.

The largely attended event included former diplomats, academia, students and scholars.

Dr Walter Andersen, Director, South Asia Studies, conducted the proceedings.
More…
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Drug regulatory authority being set up: minister
KARACHI (April 18 2005): Federal Health Minister Mohammad Nasir Khan mentioning that investment in the pharmaceutical sector in Pakistan is being registered at a pace of 13 percent said the government realising its responsibility towards public and is in the process of establishing a full-fledged drug regulatory authority. Talking to journalists following the inauguration of the state of art plant and laboratory at pharmaceutical company, Bristol - Myers Squibb he agreed that a balance as essential to be made and that government while welcoming investment would also ensure quality of products and benefit of investment to the masses.

He reminded that as compared to a 13 growth rate in pharmaceutical industry around six percent growth rate is witnessed in other industries adding that this is mainly because of the geographical location of Pakistan which could pave way for access to markets in central Asia and other parts of the world.
More…


http://www.brecorder.com/index.php?id=234006&currPageNo=2&query=&search=&term=&supDate= 
BUSINESS RECORDER 
April 18, 2005
By PR 

Mobilink deploys ZRG system to boost call centre working
KARACHI (April 18 2005): Mobilink GSM, Pakistan's leading cellular operator have deployed a comprehensive, modular contact center solution from ZRG International, on standards-based modular building blocks from Intel Corporation, says a press release issued here the other day. The solution enables Mobilink to cope with the expanding customer base and provide effective and reliable customer service with improved response time along with a vast array of automated services, the release added.

It may be noted that standards-based modular building blocks from Intel are based on high-availability servers with desktop workstations. The building blocks include Intel(r) computer telephony hardware with network interface and voice boards for analogue and E-1 trunks, multi-port fax boards, station interface boards, line-tapping boards, and extended bus interface boards.
More…
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US commander due today
ISLAMABAD, April 17: The commander of the US-led troops in Afghanistan, Lt-Gen David Borno, will arrive here on Monday to hold talks with Pakistani officials. 

Lt-Gen Borno is expected to hold talks with his counterparts on a number of issues pertaining to security along the Afghan border. He has been coordinating efforts of the coalition forces to hunt Osama bin Laden, Taliban and Al Qaeda activists along the border and in Afghanistan. 
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Musharraf visit itself 'a breakthrough': US media

WASHINGTON, April 17: The Sunday newspapers in the United States pointed out that President Gen Pervez Musharraf's visit to India was "itself a breakthrough", even if it the talks do not produce a major breakthrough. 

The US media, including major television channels, showed a keen interest in the visit and one television commentator called it "the right step in the right direction". 

Major newspapers treated the visit as an important international event and most of them published reports and commentaries on the visit on Saturday as well. But on Sunday, smaller news outlets also ran full-length stories on the meeting between President Musharraf and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. 
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Water body, USDA to expand scope of project
ISLAMABAD, April 17: The Agricultural Research Service of USDA and Pakistan Council of Research in Water Resources (PCRWR) have agreed in principle to expand the scope of the ongoing project on "Integrated Water Resources Management in Pakistan". 

According to a press release, the project is being implemented by the two organizations under the joint protocol of US-Pakistan Cooperation in Science and Technology. The expansion of the scope is an outcome of detailed discussions held between the PCRWR and the visiting 6-member delegation of US scientists, said Dr Muhammad Akram Kahlown, Chairman PCRWR. 

Giving details of the expansion, the chairman said the project was earlier designed to develop a programme to improve irrigation methods, drainage and water management, re-vegetate watersheds and control erosion, sedimentation in reservoirs and channel and increase recharge to ground water besides transfer of technology to PCRWR and other allied departments. 
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Reforms process to go on: Shaukat Aziz
KARACHI, Apr 18 (APP)- Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz vowed  Monday that the reforms process would continue for the progress and prosperity of the country and said that anti-reform elements were not friends of Pakistan.

            

"We must reform and we must change and those who oppose reforms are anti-national. They are not working in Pakistan's favour. This is as simple as that", Shaukat Aziz observed while speaking at the launching of a fast clearance system called "Customs Administrative Reforms (CARE)" at the Customs House here.

            

Sindh Governor Dr. Ishrat-ul-Ebad, Chief Minister Dr. Arbab Ghulam Rahim, Minister for Ports and Shipping Babar Khan Ghauri, State Minister for Finance Umer Ayub Khan and provincial ministers were also present on the occasion.
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US commends Pak economic performance
WASHINGTON, Apr 18 (APP)- Dr. Salman Shah, Advisor to the Prime  Minister on Finance and Economic Affairs has said the World Bank,   the IMFC and the United States have appreciated Pakistan's  "remarkable economic performance" and assured their "full support" for  the targets set by Pakistan for its economic development.
 The leader of the Finance delegation, representing Pakistan at the  ongoing Spring Meetings said this in an interview with APP on Sunday.

      
Dr. Shah said: "It has been a very useful visit."

     
He said, during his meetings, he discussed the role of financial  institutions in Pakistan's future economic development. 

     
The common obervation was that "Pakistan is doing very well, it has  dilligently met its set targets, all economic indicators are positive and it is attracting investments."
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Pak, US and Afghan officials review counter-terrorism measures
RAWALPINDI, Apr 18 (APP): A Tripartite Commission composed of senior military and diplomatic representatives from Afghanistan, Pakistan and the United States agreed here Monday to further improve coordination and information sharing to enhance the effectiveness of counter-terrorism operations.

    

Pakistan hosted the 10th meeting of the commission, which has been meeting periodically since its inception.

            

The delegations expressed satisfaction with the successes in 2004 and decided to make counter-terrorism operations more effective through better coordination and information sharing.

All parties welcomed the recent successful of Afghan President Hamid Karzai to Pakistan and stressed the importance of peace and stability in Afghanistan, said an official statement released after the deliberations.
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