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US power giant eyes Thar plant
HYDERABAD: A US-based company AES has planned to invest $1 billion for producing 1,000 megawatts electricity at Thar Coal Power Plant, Federal Minister for Water and Power Liaquat Ali Jatoi said on Saturday.

Talking to newsmen at WAPDA Colony after inaugurating the website of Hyderabad Electricity Supply Company (HESCO), the minister affirmed that Pakistan has attracted a lot of investment in the power sector during recent roadshows in Dubai and London.

Five power plants were offered during the roadshows including two of Thar Coal Power Project, two of Sunda Power Project and one of Lakhra Coal Power Project, Jatoi said.

"Short-listing of the parties will be done in a meeting to be held on April 20 in Islamabad," he informed.
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Market access Humayun to hold talks with US officials
ISLAMABAD, April 9: Commerce Minister Humayun Akhtar Khan will leave for Washington on Wednesday to discuss various measures with US trade officials for seeking maximum market access for Pakistani goods. 

An official told Dawn on Saturday that the minister would meet newly-appointed US Commerce Secretary Carlos Gutierrz and other officials of the United States Trade Representative (USTR) Office. 

The minister would discuss the status of free trade agreement (FTA) with the US officials and seek inclusion of Pakistan's textile products in the US Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) scheme. 
More…
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Telecom industry booming after deregulation: Yalmaz
Islamabad—Telecom industry in Pakistan is booming as a result of deregulation, however the private sector must deliver the promised services. This was stated by the CEO of Burraq Telecom Limited, Sadiq Yalmaz, while talking to Pakistan Observer.

He said the telecom industry, which is undergoing a silent revolution, has placed the country’s economy on a fast track leading to progress and prosperity. Pakistanis now feel the effects of the multi-dimensional visible changes, he said.

The revolution has changed the way the business is done, provided thousands of jobs and opened new areas of businesses, he said. Yalmaz quoted market analysts as saying that the number of mobile phones will soon exceed landline phones in the country, putting Pakistan in a select number of countries where this has happened.

More…
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Hafeez invites foreign private sector to Pakistan
Islamabad—The government had done its best and the results are positive for bringing closer the private Sectors of various countries to Pakistan’s private sector. They are now advised to avail the Innumerable investment opportunities under liberal economic and investment Regime. It fecilitates the foreign investors to bring in 100 % equity and take out the same as and when they desire without any restriction.

Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh, Federal Minister for Privatisation and Investments stated this here on Saturday. He was talking to the Information Group officers who have been assigned to perform their duties as Press Ministers, Press Councilors and Press Attaches in China, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Singapore, Russia and other Countries.

More…
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Humayun to discuss FTA with US
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and the US would hold talks on April 13-14 to discuss Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and market access, in post quota regime, in Washington, a senior government official told Daily Times on Saturday.

The Minister for Commerce Humayun Akhter Khan is leaving United States to discuss the issues at length. Mr Khan and US Secretary of State for Trade and United States Trade Representative for South Asia would deliberate the ways and means to expedite the process of inking FTA. 

The official said that Pakistan during these discussions would ask that the US government to make headway for finalization of recommendations for materializing the Free Trade Agreement between the two countries so that the export from Pakistan to USA could be enhanced to the potential exists at this point of time. 
More…
